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IT has been. uſual, among the writers of every age, to ſhew their 
eſteem ſor perſons who have made a figure in it, by inſcribing to 


them their labours or their amuſements. 


The Perſian Tales (which I beg leave to dedicate to your ladyſhip] 
have met with a general approbation in France; and have, ſince their 
firſt appearance, been the delight of all the moſt polite readers of both 


ſexes. h 

They do, indeed, ſeem in a particular manner contrived for the en- 
tertainment of the ladies, who have been always eminent for the refined 
paſſions and amiable virtues of life, 


Sa 


But what determines me more immediately to addreſs this work to 


pour ladyſhip is, that the ſtories of which it conſiſts are ſo many in- 


ſtances of a mutual paſſion and conjugal affection. 


Theſe confiderations, I hope, will excuſe me for the liberty I take 
to ſhelter the following tranſlation under your patronage. Your perſo- 
nal merit is ſo great, that, whilſt we admire you in your private charac- 
ter, we ſcarce think of adding to it, by recollecting that you are the 
daughter of the Duke of Marlborough and the late Earl of Godolphin. 


What true Engliſhman, what lover of his country, does not enter- 
tain the greateſt honour and regard for a lady ſo nearly allied to the 
two glorious patriots who were once the bleſſing of this nation? How 
did our arms prevail againſt France when the one was our general! 
How did the nation flouriſh in credit and in trade when the other was 


our treaſurer! | 


| You will here, at your leiſure, find the moſt ſurprizing adventures 
that human invention can create; and when ſome pen, equal to the 
taſk, ſhall give us a hiſtory of the publick tranſactions of the two great 
men, whoſe virtues, we hope, will be united in your children, every 
„ will, with pleaſure and amazement, ſee fiction equalled 
by truth. 7 | | 
I am, with the greateſt reſpect, 


Madam, 
Your Ladyſhip's 
Moſt humble and 


Moſt 8 Servant, 


AMBROSE PHILIPS, 


FFF 


r ACE. 


W EN the following tales were firſt put into my bands, I read 


them with a more than ordinary pleaſure : 1 was inſenſibly led 


on from one circumſtance to another, and had not the power to lay them 
aſide till I had run through the whole; and, even then, I was ſorry to 
leave off, like a man that wakes out of a pleaſing dream with regret. 

This induced me, at the requeſt of ſome friends, to undertake the tranſ- 
lating of them into Englith: beſides, I am flattered into a belief that they 
will not be leſs acceptable to perſons of leiſure and a refined taſte in 
England, than they have been to readers of that claſs in France and 
other parts of Europe; neither is it any preſumption to ſuppoſe it, ſince 
the Arabian Tales (though not ſo compleat as the Perſian in this eaſtern 
way of writing) were very. well received. | b | 

Compolitions of this kind are never intended for the entertainment 
of vulgar ſpirits; they only are capable of being delighted with them, 
whoſe ſouls are quickened with the powers of fancy, and warmed with 
generous paſſions; There is no doubt but to ſuch the pleaſures of the 
imagination are beyond all other amuſements in life; which has been 
finely explained in a ſet of papers upon that ſubject in the Spectator. 

The deſign of thele feigned hiſtories is to reduce a young princeſs to 
reaſon, who had conceived an unaccountable averſion to men, and would 
not be perſuaded to marry. In order to this, each ſtory furniſhes a ſhin- 
ing inſtance of ſome faithful lover, or affectionate huſband: and though 
every tale purſues the fame drift, yet they are all diverſified with ſo much 
art, and interwoven with ſo great a variety of events, that the very laſt 
appears as new as the firſt, | | 1 
The incidents throughout, are, indeed, very romantick and ſurpriz- 
ing, but well prepared; and the probabilities ſaved with that judgment 
and conduct which is requiſite in works of genius and invention. More- 
over, the characters and the paſſions, together with the ſentiments, are 
taken from nature: fo that every tale, ſeparately conſidered, may be 
looked upon as a little epick poem, which wants only the addition of 
numbers. | 5 RI 5 


The geography, the manners, the policies, the religion, and even the 


cuſtoms, buildings, and habits, of the countries where the ſcene of 
every action lies, are all of them diſtinctly marked out as occaſion offers; 
by which means the reader is made acquainted with the eaſtern nations 
more agreeably than by peruſing books of travels into thoſe parts. 

As a farther recommendation of the work, and in juſtice to the French 
author, I muſt obſerve, that there is nothing in the whole caſt of theſe 
ſtories which tends towards the corrupting of the heart, or the over- 
throwing of any moralor religious duties: on the contrary, the moſt ex- 
a1t-d notions of virtue, and the accompliſhments of life, are every 
where inſinuated in the moſt engaging manner, 
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Names and Things mentioned in this Work. 


” 


| | A. ; 
A A—the chief or captain of the 

4 eunuchs. 

Arafate—a mountain near Mecca, 
where, at ſtated times, ſeveral thou- 
ſands of people met to ſacrifice every 
man his ſheepor his camel. The Ma- 
hometans believe that Adam and Eve, 


when they were driven out of Para- 


diſe, the one towards the eaſt, and 


the other towards the weſt, after an 


hundred and twenty vears wander- 
ing in ſearch of each other, met on 
this mountain. 

Areka—a tree in the Iſland of Ceylon, 
the fruit of which is reckoned ex- 
tremely delicious and wholeſome. 

Aſas—archers, vr bowmen. 
Atemadoulet—the great yizier of Perſia. 


B. 
Bergingbuſin the Chinefe call by this 
name the prophet Jatmouny, pro- 
bably Confucius. 5 
Bonzes—pricſts. 


Go 
Caffetan—in the Turkiſh language, a 


robe of honour. 


Calate—a robe of honour, in Arabick; 


the ſame with Cafzan in the Turkiſh 
language. | 
Canyiar—a dagger. 
Canume—a prince. 
Capi- Agathe captain of the door of 
the King of Perſia's chamber. 
Caſmire, or Caſchmire—a little king- 
dom, fituated between the Indies and 
the kingdom of Thibet. 
Caſoda - the king's chamber, 
Caſodali - the pages of the king's cham- 
1 
Cayfacattaddabri the monſter of the 
age. 8 
Chaoux—exempts, or exons, 
Chourva—broth with pieces of bread 
put into it, and ſerved up like ſoup. 
Coeno—a bird held in great eſtimation, 
Colao— the chancellor. 


D. 
Debirkhafſe—cabinet ſecretary. a 
Defs—tabors, to beat time in concerts, 
Degela—a river, by ſome called tie, 

Tigris. 

F. 

Faquirs—perſons, chiefly mendicants, 
who make profeſſion of great auſte- 
rities, but are for the moſt part no- 
torious hypocrites. 

Figua—acooling liquor made with bar- 
Woo and raiſins. 


G. | 
Giulous—a feaſt kept yearly on the day 
of the king's coronation. 


Hadits—the ſentences or proverbs of 
Mahomet. 

Hammam the publick baths. 

Horde a great number of tents pitched 
in an open country, which form a 
kind of city. amongſt the Tartars. 

Houries—the daughters of Paradiſe, 
promiſed by Mahomet, who never 
grow old. 

Hulla—a man who marries a woman 

that has been divorced. 


Faxaries—a river, ſometimes called 
Sihon. 
K. 
Kemſta—a large flowered damaſk. 
Keſaza—an idol, formerly worſhipped 
in Caſmire. 
T 


Larlab Hiallah—a cry which the Per- 
ſians uſe at funerals; ſignifying there 
is no other god hut God. 

M. 

Mahramas—napkins, or little ſquare 
pieces of ſtuff, ſpread on the knees 
at meals, to wipe the fingers, 

Martabam—green china ware, 

N, 

Nazb—the cady's deputy. 

O. 


Oza Bachi—the mater of the pages. 
Rom- 
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| Rommanaſchy —a kind of food com- 


poſed 2810 of the ſeeds of pome- 


granates. 


S, 


Seal of Solomon. the Mahometans at- 


tribute aſtoniſhing virtues to the 
ſignet of Solomon. 
Serendib—the Iſland of Ceylon. 
Schirbeha—the dowry or ſum of money 
which the bridegroom is obliged to 


pay to the father for his ws Coed on 


the marriage, or to give to his wife 


when he puts her away. 


Fambourg==a ſort of ſmall lute, with 


five firings of braſs-wire, and a neek 
two feet long, chiefly uſed to accom - 
pany voices. 

Talagaiia—a tree hearing a berry of 
which the women make bracelets 
and necklaces. 

Tziberica—a fiſh about five feet long, 
in taſte not unlike a ſalmon. 

. 

XAaca—a philoſopher, who held, that 
after death'there were no wards to 
be hoped for, nor puniſhments to be 
feared. 


Z. 
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king's pages. 
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Ad HE kingdom of Caſmire 
Þ was formerly governed by 
T * a king whoſe name was 
| * Togrulbey. He had a fon 
ww and adaughter, who were 
the wonder of their age: 
the prince, whoſe name was Farruk- 
rouz, was a young hero, adorned with a 
thouſand good qualities; and his filter 
Farruknaz might very well paſs for a 
miracle in beauty. 
This princeſs, indeed, was ſo very 


fair, and her looks ſo enchanting, that 


ſhe inſpired all men with love that be- 
held her: their paſſion became fatal to 
them; for pra? all either loſt their rea - 
fon by it, or fell into a languiſhing con- 
dition, that inſenſibly conſumed them. 

Whenever ſhe left the palace to take 
the diverſion of hunting, ſhe appeared 
without a veil. The people followed her 
in crowds ; and, by their loud acclama- 
tions, expreſſed the pleaſure they took in 
ſceing her. She was mounted uſually on 
a white Tartary horſe with red ſpots, and 
rode in the midſt of an hundred ſlaves, 
richly attired and mounted upon black 
horſes. Theſe ſlaves, too, were without 
their veils; and although they might 
every one of them paſs for women of an 
extraordinary beauty, yet their miſtreſs 
drew all eyes upon herſelf alone: every 


one was eager to approach her, not- 


withitanding the number of guards that 
ſurrounded her. It was to no purpoſe 
that the ſoldiers rode with their ſabres 
drawn, to keep the people at a diſtance; 
in vain they wounded, andeven killed, 
ſuch as came too near ;- till there ſuc- 


* 
ceeded a freſh ſupply of unfortunate 


gazers, that, far from fearing the dan- 
ger which threatened them, ſeemed to 
take a pleaſure in dying under the eyes 
of the princeſs. 

The king, nearly touched with the ca- 
lamities which the charms of his daugh- 
ter drew upon his ſubjects, reſolved to 
withdraw her from the eyes of men: he 
laid his commands upon her never to 
go out of the palace; ſo that the people 
{ſaw her no more. Nevertheleſs, the re- 
putation of her beauty ſpread itſelf all 
over the eaſt: a great many kings were 
enamoured by what Fame ſaid of her; 
and, in a little time, the news at Ca- 
mire was, that ambaſſadors were ſet out 
from all the courts of Aſia to come thi- 
ther, in order to demand the hand of 
the princeſs. But, before their arrival, 
ſhe dreamed a dream, which gave her an 
averſion to men in general: ſhe faw in 
her ſleep a ſtag taken in a ſnare, and dil- 
entangled from it by a doe; and the ſame 
doe, falling ſoon after into the fame 
ſnare, inſtead of being delivered from 
it, was abandoned by the ſtag. 1 

When Farruknaz awaked, the ap- 
peared very much affected with thrs 
dream, and looked upon it as ſomething 
more than the illuſion of fancy: ſhewas 
of opinion that the great Keſaya inte- 
reſted himſelf in her deſtiny; and that 
his intention was, by theſe preſages, to 
give her to underſtand that all men were 
traitors, and repaid the tenderneſs of 
women with ingratitude. LE 

The princeſs, prepoſſeſſed with-this 
ſtrange opinion, and tearing ſhe ſhould 


be 
{ 


be given up to ſome one of the princes, 
whoſe ambaſſadors were expected every 
day, ſought out the king her father: and, 


Mitſiout ever telling him that her heart 


was ſet againſt men, ſhe conjured him, 
with tears in her eyes, never to give her 
in marriage againſt her own conſent. 
Togrulbey, moved with her tears, re- 


' plied, No, my daughter; I will not 


force your inclinations. . Notwith- 


_ © ſtanding that it is uſual to diſpoſe of 
ment of the king, who could not con- 


« perſons of. yout rank without conſult- 
ing with them, I ſwear by Keſaya, that 
no prince, though he were even heir to 
© the ſultan of the Indies, thall ever 
< eſpouſe youagainſt your inclinations? 

T he princeſs, who knew the force and 
ſolemnity of this oath, retired with her 
heart perfectly at eaſe, and fully deter- 
mined never to give her conſent to any of 
the princes who ſhould ſeek her in mar- 
riage. 
In a few days after, ambaſſadors ar- 
rived from divers courts, and had each 
of them audience in their turn: every 


one boaſted the alliance of his maſter,and 


the merit of the prince, whom he was 
ſent to propoſe. The king ſhewed great 
civilities to them all; but, at the ſame 
tinfe, he declared to them, that his 


daughter's hand was at her own diſpoſal, 
becauſe he had ſworn by Keſaya that 


he would not give her in marriage againſt 
her own inclinations. Now, the prin- 
ceſs having taken reſolutions to refuſe 
all offers without diſtinction, the am- 
baſſadors returned home full of confu- 
ſion for the ill ſucceſs of their embaſſy. 
The wiſe Togrulbey ſaw their depar- 
ture with en he was apprehenſive 


left the refuſal of his daughter ſhould ſtir 


up the princes to be his enemies; and, 


fearing the oath he had made might draw 


upon him a troubleſome war, he ſent for 
the nurſe of Farruknaz: Sutlumemé, 
fays he, © I cannot help telling you, 
£ that Lam ſurprized at the conduct of 
© theprinceſs. What ſhould be the rea- 
© ſonof the averſion ſhe has to marriage? 
< Speak! is it not you who have inſpir- 
© ed her with theſe ſentiments ?'—* No, 
© my lord,” replies the nurſe, I am not 
© an enemy to men; and this averſion 
£ of hers is the effect of a dream. Of 
© a dream! ſays the king, greatly ſur- 

rized: what is this you tell me?— 
< No, nol' adds he, after a ſhort pauſe; 
I can never give credit to what you ſay. 
What dream could ever have the force 


' 
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to make ſo ſtrong an impreſſion upon 


my daughter ?* Suflumeme told him 
the dream; and, after having related 
all the circumſtances of it, This; 
« Sir, 'faid ſne, is the dream, that dwells 
© fo deeply in the imagination of the 
- princeſs. She judges of all men by 
the ſtag; and, perſuaded that they are 


« all perfidious and ungrateful, ſhe re- 


« jets all offers alike.” . 
This diſcourſe increaſed the aſtoniſh - 


ceive how the foregoing dream ſhould 
have ſo great a power over the diſpo- 
ſition of the princeſs. * Well, my dear 
« Suthumeme,” fays he to the nurſe, 
« what ſhall we do to conquer this dif- 
© truſtof mankind with which the mind 
of my daughter is prepoſſeſſed? Do 
© you think it is poſſible for us to bring 
* her to reaſon ?'—"* My lord," replies 
ſhe, © 8 majeſty will commit the 
© eare of this affair to me, I do not de- 
© ſpair of ſucceſs.”=* And how, ſays 
Togrulbey, © do you propoſe to bring 
it about?“ I have treaſured up, 
anſwers the nurſe, a great number of 
© entertaining ſtories, the recital of 
© which, at the ſame time that they di- 
vert the princeſs, may wean her from 
© the ill opinion ſhe has conteived of 
© men, By letting her ſee that there 
© have been faithful lovers, I make no 
doubt but I ſhall infenfibly diſpoſe her 
* to believe that there are yet ſuch in 
the world. In a word, Sir, continues 
ſne, leave it to me to combat her er- 
© ror; I flatter myſelf that T ſhall be 
« able to overthrow it.. The king ap- 
proved the project of the nurſe; and all 
her care was now to find out the moſt 
favourable opportunities to put it in 
execution, | | 
Since Farruknazuſvally paſſed her af- 
ternoons with the king, the Prince of 
Caſmire, and all the princeſſes of the 
court, to hear the ſlaves, that lived 
within the palace, ſing and play upon 


all kinds of inſtruments, Sutlumemé 


thought the morning would be the moſt 
proper ſeaſon for her deſign; and there - 
fore reſolved to make uſe of thoſe hours 
which the princeſs laidapart for bathing. 
Hereupon, the day following, as ſoon as 
Farruknaz went into the bath, the nurſe 
ſaid to her, © I have a ſtory full of ex- 
© traordinary events: if my princeſs will 
permit me to tell it for her amuſement, 
I make no doubt but it will prove very 

diverting.“ 
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* diverting.” The Princeſs of Caſmire, 
not ſo much to ſatisfy her own curioſity, 
as to comply with that of her women, 
who preſſed her to hear the ſtory, gave 


Sutlumemè leave to enter upon it; which 


ſhe did in the following manner. 


DAT I 


THE HISTORY OF ABOULCASEM OF 
BASRA. | 


. 


A LL the hiſtorians agree, that the 
Caliph Haroiun Arraſchid would 

have been the compleateſt, as well as 
the moſt powerful prince of his age, if 
his temper had not inclined a little too 
much to anger, and to an inſupportable 
vanity. It was cuſtomary with him, 
upon all occaſions, to ſay, that there was 


not a prince in the univerſe ſo generous 


as himſelf. 

Giafar, his firſt vizier, who could not 
bear his vain way of boaſting, took the 
liberty one day to ſpeak to him in the 
following manner: O my ſovereign 
lord, monarch of the earth! be not of- 
fended with your ſlave when he takes 
the liberty of repreſenting to you, that 
you ought not to praiſe yourſelf. 
Leave it to your ſubjects, and to the 
crowd of ſtrangers who frequent your 
court, taſpeak of your good qualities. 
Let it ſatisfy you, that the firſt of 
theſe thank Heaven that they are born 
in your dominions, and that the latter 
rejoice in the good fortune * having 
3 their own country to live un- 

er your laws.” 
Haroün was provoked at this ponds 
he looked with a countenance of anger 
upon his vizier; and demanded of ttm, 
= knew any man that might com- 
pare with him in generoſity. © Yes, my 
© lord,” anſwered Giafar; * in the city 
© of Baſra dwells a young man, called 
© Aboulcaſem; who, although a private 
« perſon, lives in greater magnificence 
© than any king; and, without ex- 
« ceptingeven your majeſty, there is not 


a W A MM M A M M a © 


© a prince in the world ſo generous as 


© this young man.” 

Aͤt this diſcourſe the caliph's cheeks 

glowed, and his eyes flaſhed with anger, 
Doſt not thou know,” ſays he, that a 

© ſubje&, who has the impudence to lye 

before his maſter, deſerves to be pu- 


* niſhed with death? L advance no- 


a 6 a A M _©a 


tion, thought of nothing now but to 


thing but the truth, replies the vizier. 
In the laſt journey which I made to 
Baſra, I ſaw this Aboulcaſem; I was 
at his palace; and my eyes, though 
accuſtomed to behold your treaſures, 
were ſurprized with his riches; and I 
was wholly charmed with his gene- 
rous behaviour.“ At theſe words, 
Arraſchid grew outrageous, and was 
not able to reſtrain his paſſion. * You 


© are very inſolent, ſays he, raiſing his 
voice, to bring a private man into a 


* compariſon with me! Your auda- 
© ciouſneſs ſhall not go unpuniſhed.? 
He had no fooner ſpoke, but he made a 
ſign to the captain of his guards to 
come forward; and laid his commands 
upon him to ſeize the Vizier Giafar. 
After this, he retired to the apartment 
of the Princeſs Zobeide, his wife, wha 
turned pale with fear when ſhe ſaw him 
enter with a countenance ſo full of rage, 

My lord, what has befallen you?“ 
ſaid ſhe; who has given you occaſion 
© to be thus angry? He informed her 
of what had paſſed; and he complain- 
ed of his vizier in ſuch terms as gave 
Zobeide to underſtand how much he was 
offended againſt this miniſter. This 
diſcreet princeſs repreſented to him that 


| he ought, for a time, to keep his reſent- 


ment in ſuſpenſe, and to ſend ſome one 
to Baſra to enquire into the truth of the 
matter: that, if it proved falſe, the vi- 
zier ſhould be puniſhed; but, on the 
contrary, if it appeared to be true, 
(which ſhe could notimagine) it would 
be unjuſt to treat him as a criminal, 
This diſcourſe ahated the anger of the 
caliph. Madam, ſays ke to Zobeide, 
© I approve of your counſel; and, Iown, 
© thatitis a juſtice due to ſo conſiderable 
a aminiſter as Giafar. I will do more; 
© the perſon whom I may entruſt with 
© this buſineſs, perhaps, from an aver- 
© fon to my vizier, may not be faithful 
© in his report to me; therefore, I will 
* undertake a journey to Baſra, and in- 
form myſelf of thetruth. I will make 
© an acquaintance myſelf with this 
* young man, whoſe generoſity is ſo 
© much boaſted of in my preſence, If 
© what has veen ſaid to me proves true, 
© I will heap benefits upon Giafar in- 
© ſtead of being angry with him for his 
© frankneſs; but, then, I ſwear, ifwhat 
© he has advanced be not true, his life 
© ſhall pay the forfeit!” 
Arraſchid, having taken this reſolu- 
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put it in execution. He went out pri- 
vately from his palace by night; he 
mounts his horſe, and begins hisjourney, 
without permitting any of his courtiers 
to accompany him, notwithſtanding all 
the intreaties of Zobeide to engage him 
not to go alone. As foon as he came to 
Baſra, he alighted at the firſt inn he met 


with in his entrance into the city, where 


he was received by a venerable ancient 
hoſt. * Father, ſays Haroun to him, 


js it true that there is a young man in 


© this city, called Aboulcaſem, who ſur- 
© paſſes even kings in magnificence and 
in generoſity? - Yes, Sir, replies 
the hoſt; © had I an hundred mouths, 
and in every mouth a tongue, I ſhould 
© not be able to ſpeak the generous 
© things he does. I hecaliph, fatigued 
with his journey, and wantingreſt, call - 
ed for ſomething to eat, and betook him- 


elf to his bed. 


pe next morning he aroſe very early, 
and went out to walk about the city till 
me riſing of the fun. And now, com- 
ing up to a taylor's ſhop, he enquired for 
the dwelling of Aboulcaſem. From 
hat part of the world do you come?” 
ſays the taylor to him: you muſt be 
an utter ſtranger in Baſra, ſince you 
© aye unacquainted with the dwelling of 
* Abovulcaſem. His houſe is better 
Known than the palace of the king. 


Here the nurſe of Farruknaz was in- 


terrupted by the coming of a flave, 
Whoſe buſineſs it was to acquaint the 


| 1 when the hour was come for 


r to be preſent at the noon-· day pray- 


ers. Immediately, upon the entrance 


of this ſlave, Farruknaz came out of 
the bath, and put on her garments; the 
nurſe, likewiſe, broke off her ſtory: 


and the day following, when her lady 


began to bathe, ſhe purſued her tale as 
follows, 


DAMN 1. 


HE caliph made aatwer to the 
taylor, © I am an utter ſtranger; 
I know no perſon within this city: 
and you will oblige me, if you will 


© appoint ſomebody to conduct me to 


* the houſe of this great man.* Imme- 
diately, upon this, the taylor ordered 


ene of his apprentices to go along with 
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kim to the manſion. of Aboulc aſem. 
The dwelling was very ſpacious, built 
all of hewn-ſtone, with a portal of green 
marble. The prince entered the court, 
where there was a great number of do- 
meſticks, as well flaves as freemen, who 
diverted themſelves at their ſports while 
they waited for the orders of their ma- 
ſter. He came up to one of them, and 
ſaid to him, Brother, I requeſt the fa- 
© vour of you to go and tell the Lord 
Aboulcaſem that a ſtranger defires to 
© ſpeak with him.” 

The ſervant ſoon perceived, by the ap- 


pearance of Harotm, that he was no 


mean perſon. He ran to acquaint his 
maſter of it, who immediately came 
down into the court to receive the ſtran- 
ger, whom he took by the hand, and 

ed him into a very ſpacious hall. There 
the caliph ſaid to this young man, that 
he had heard him fo advantageouſly 
ſpoken of, that ke was no longer able to 
refrain from the deſire he had to ſee him, 
Aboulcaſem replied to his compliment 
in a very modeſt manner; and, having 
ſeated him upon a ſofa, he demanded of 
him from what country, and of what 
profeſſion, he was, and where he lodged 
at Baſra, The emperor made anfwer, 
© T am a merchant of Bagdad; and I 
© have taken lodgings in the firſt inn 
* which I found upon my entrance into 
« this city. 

After a converſation of a few mi- 
nutes, there came into the hall twelve 
white pages, who carried vaſes of agate 
and rock-cryſtal, enriched with rubies, 
and filled with the moſt exquiſite li- 
quors. Theſe were followed by twelve 
ſhe-ſlaves, very beautiful; fomeof which 


. bore China baſons heaped with fruits 


and flowers; and others, boxes of gold 
filled with conſerves of a moſt excellent 
flavour, | 

The pages tafted the liquors firſt, in 
order to preſent them to the caliph. 
This hoe taſted of them; and, al- 
thoug 
moſt delicious liquors of the eaſt, he 
confeſſed that he had never drank the 
like. In the mean time, the hour of 
dinner being now come, , Aboulcafem 
conducted his gueſt into another hall, 
where there was a table furniſhed out 
with the moſt delicate rarities, ferved in 
plates of maſſy gold. | 

When dinner was over, the youn 
man took the caliph by the hand, an 
led him into a third hall, furniſhed more 

| _ richly 


he had been accuſtomed to the 


N 
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richly than the other two: immediately 


there was brought in a vaſt number of 


veſſels of gold, enriched with precious 
ſtones, and filled with wines of every 
ſort, together with chargers of China 
full of dry ſweetmeats. While the 
hoſt and his gueſt cheared their ſpirits 
with the moſt exquiſite wines, ſingers 
and minkrels came in, and began a con- 
cert of mulick, with which Haroun was 
raviſhed. * I have, ſays he to himſelf, 
very extraordinary voices in my own 
palace; but, I muſt confels, that they 
© do by no means deſerve to be com- 
© pared to theſe. I cannot comprehend 
—— a private perſan ſnould be able 
© to furniſh out an expence anſwerable 
£ to this magnificent way of living.“ 
While this prince attended more par- 
ticularly to one voice, the ſweetneſs of 
which tranſported him, Aboulcaſem 
went out of the hall, and returned in a 
moment, holding in one hand a wand, 
and bearing in the other a little tree, the 
em of which was filver, with branch- 
es and leaves of emerald; and the fruit, 
that hung thick upon the tree, was made 
of rubies: on the top of the tree ſtood 
a peacock, finely wrought in gold; the 
body of which was filled with amber 
and aloes, and other richperfumes. He 
placed this tree at the feet of the em- 
peror; then, touching the head of the 
peacock with his wand, the bird ſpread 
his wings and his train, and whirled 
round with an incredible ſwiftneſs; and, 
as faſt as it turned, the perfumes iſſued 
out from all parts of it's body, and 


ſeattered their odours through the whole 


hall. 

The attention of the caliph was whol- 
ly employed upon the tree and the pea- 
cock; and while his eyes were fixed with 
admiration upon this object, Aboulca- 
ſem bore them ſuddenly away from his 
ſight. Arraſchid was a little provoked 
at it; and ſaid within himſelf, © What 
© can be the meaning of this! This 
© young man, methinks, does not un- 
derſtand civilities ſo well as I rmagin- 
© ed: he ſnatches from my preſence the 
tree and the peacock, while he ſees me 
intent upon them. Is he afraid that 
© I thould requeſt them of him for a 
* preſent? I fear that Giafar was miſ- 
© taken in him, when he gave him the 
character of a gallant and generous 
man!“ 

While he was taken up with theſe 
thoughts, Aboulcaſem returned into 


the hall, accompanied by a little page aa 
beautiful as the ſun. This lovely child 
was arrayed in a robe of cloth of gold, 
embroidered with pearls and diamonds: 
he held in his hand a cup made out of a 
fingle ruby, and filled with wine of a 
purple colour. He drew near tothe ca- 
liph; and, proftrating himſelf upon the 
earth before him, he preſented the cu 
to him. The prince reached out his 
hand to receive it; and, taking it, he 
bore it to his lips: when he had drank 
of it, as he returned it to the page, he 
perceived, to his great aſtoniſhment, 
that it was ſtill full to the brim. He 
takes it inſtantly back again; and, ear- 
rying it to his mouth, he drinks it up: 
then, giving it again into the hands of 
the page, on the inſtant he ſees it full 
again. 

At this amazing incident, Haraun was 
extremely ſurprized; and had quite for- 
got the tree and the peacock. He aſk - 
ed by what means this wonder was 
wrought; * Sir,* replies Aboulcaſem, 
this cup is the workmanſhipof an an- 
© cient ſage, who knew all the ſecrets 
© of nature.“ Having ſpake theſe 
words, he took the page by the hand, 
and went again out of the hall abrupt- 
ly. The caliph was again diſpleaſed. 
* Certainly,” thinks he, © this young 
« fellow is not well in his wits! He 
© brings me out all theſe curiofities 
* without my requiring it of him; he 
© preſents them to my eyes; and, as 
© ſoon as he perceives that I take plea» 
«© ſurein looking upon them, diſpatches 
© them from my light: nothing can be 
© ſo ridiculous and ſo unpolite. Well, 
« Giafar, I ſhall teach you to make a 
« truer eſtimate of men.” 

He knew not what to think of the 
character of his hoſt, or rather he began 
to think meanly of him, when he ſaw 
him enter a third time, followed by a 
damſel covered with pearls and precious 
ſtones, and yet more ſhining in her 
beauty than in her dreſs. Upon the 
ſight of ſo divine an object, the caliph 
was ſtruck with aſtoniſhment. She 
made him a profound reverence; and 
charmed him ſtill more as ſhe drew 
nearer to him. He made her fit down: 
in the mean time Aboulcaſem calls for 
a lute ready tuned. A lute is hrought 
to him, made of the wood of aloes, of 
ivory, of ſandal- wood, and of ebony. 
He delivered this inſtrument to the fair 
flave, who played upon it in ſuch per - 
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fection that Haroiin, who was a ſkilful 
judge, cried out, in the exceſs of his ad- 
miration, O young man, how worthy 
of envy is your condition! the greateſt 
* kings of the earth, even the com- 
© manderof the faithful, is not ſo happy 
© as you!? 

As ſoon as Aboulcaſem ſaw that his 
gueſt was raviſhed with the damſel, he 
took her likewiſe by the hand, and led 
her out of the hall, 


I. 


Ar IS was again a freſh occaſion of 
diſpleaſure to the caliph. Scarce 
could he contain himſelf from break - 
ing out; but he reſtrained his temper; 
and his hoſt returning on the inſtant, 
they continued to paſs the time agree- 
ably till the ſetting of the ſun: then 
Haroiin ſaid to the young man, O ge- 
© nerous Aboulcaſem! I am confound- 
ed at the entertainment you have given 
© me. Permit me now to retire, and to 
© leave you to your repoſe.“ The youn 
man of Baſra, who was unwilling to 
lay any reſtraint upon him, bowed with 
an air of condeſcenſion; and, without 
oppoling in the leaft his deſign, waited 
upon him to the door; aſking his par- 
don that he had not received him with a 
magnificence proportioned to his merit. 
I muſt own, ſays the caliph, as he 
was returning to his inn, © that Aboul- 
caſem is far above all kings in mag- 
nificence; but, for generoſity, the vi- 
zier has no reaſon to bring him into 
a compariſon with me; for, after all, 
has he made me the leaſt preſent? and 
yetI was laviſhin my commendations 
of the tree, of the cup, of the page, 
and of the damſel. My admiration 


ſhould at leaſt have engaged him to 


* 

8 

4 

* 

4 

4 

„ 

o 

© 

© make an offer to me of ſome one of 
© theſe. No; this man has no other 
quality in him but oftentation: he 
4 takes a pleaſure in diſplaying his 
© riches to the eyes of ſtrangers; and 
* why? onlyto gratify his pride and his 
* yanity. This man, rightly conſi- 
« dered, is but a miſer; and I am not 
© to patdon Giafar for the lye he told 
o 3 


me. 
Full of theſe reflections, to the diſ- 
advantage of his firſt miniſter, he en- 
ters his Jodgin s: but how great was 
his ſurprize to find there pieces of rich 
tapeſtry, magnificent tents, pavilions, 
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PERSIAN TALES. | 
a great number of domeſticks, as welt 


ſlaves as freemen, fine horſes, mules, 
camels; and, beſides all theſe, the tree 
and the peacock, the page with his cup, 
and the beautiful flave with her lute! 
The ſervants threw themſelves pro- 
ſtrate before him; and the damſel pre- 
ſented to him a roll of paper of ſilk, 
which he opened, and read the follow. 
ing words. | 


O My dear, my amiablegueſt, whom | 


as yet I know not; I have not, 
] fear, received you with that regard 
which is due to you: I humbly defire 
you, in -= own goodneſs, to paſs 
over an 
have been guilty of in entertaining 
you, and not to puniſn me with the 
refuſal of theſe ſmall preſents which I 
ſend you. The tree, the peacock, 
the page, the cup, and the flave, were 
yours of courſe, becauſe you ſeemed 
to take a liking to them; for when 
any thing pleaſes my gueſts it ceaſes 
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© from that moment. 


When the caliph had made an end of 
reading this letter, he could not but 
admire the liberality of Aboulcaſem; 
and, being convinced within himſelf that 
he had judged too raſhly of this young 
man, * Thouſands and millions of 
© bleſſings,” ſaid he, fall upon Gia- 
© far! It is tohimaloneT owe that Tam 
© diſabuſed. Ah, Haroun! vaunt thy- 
© felf no more the moſt magnificent and 
© the moſt generous amongſt men; one 
© of thy own ſubjects out- rivals all thy 
glory. But, adds he, recollecting 
himſelf, © how is it poſſible a private 
© perſon ſhould have it in his power to 
© make ſuch preſents? I ought to aſk 
© him how he came by ſuch immenſe 
© riches: I was to blame, indeed, that I 
© did not queſtion him upon that head. 
I am reſolved not to return to Bagdad 
© till I have fifted this affair to the bot- 
© tom, It is, likewiſe, of importance 
©-to me, to know how it comes to paſs, 
© that a man who is a-ſubje& in the 


© realms which I govern, ſhould live in 


greater affluence than I can maintain. 
0 Fmuſt ſee him once more; and en- 
© deavour, with the utmoſt addreſs, to 
© make him diſcover to me the methods 
© by which he has been able to acquire 
© ſo prodigious a fortune. | 
Impatient to ſatisfy his curioſity, he 
leaves 


forget any faults I may 


to be mine, and becomes their own 


— 
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feaves his new domeſticks all at the inn, 
and returns without delay to the young 
man's houſe: there finding himſelf with 
him alone, Oh, too amiable Aboul- 
© caſem!* ſays he, the preſents which 
© you have made me are ſo very conſi- 
derable, that I fear, in accepting of 
© them, I ſhould abuſe your generoſity: 
permit me, therefore, to ſend them 
© back; and let me, charmed with the 
© reception which you have given me, 
© return to Bagdad; where I may pub- 
© liſh your magnificence and your ge- 
© nerous turn of mind.“ 

« Sir,* anſwers the young man, with 
a dejected look, © you have reaſon, with- 
© out doubt, to be diſpleaſed with the 
© unfortunate Aboulcaſem: it muſt be 
© that ſome one of his actions have diſ- 
guſted you, ſince you refuſe his pre- 
© ſents. You would not deal ſo ſeverely 
* by me, if I had been happy enough to 
© content you in every thing.'——* No! 


* 


replies the prince; Heaven be witneſs | 


© for me, I am charmed with your po- 
C liteneſs! But your preſents are too 
© coſtly—they ſurpaſs even thoſe of 
© kings! and, if I may venture to give 
you my thoughts, you ought not to be 
fo laviſhof your riches; but to reflect, 
© that they may one time fail through 
© your generolity!” 

At theſe words of the caliph, Aboul- 


caſem ſmiled, ſaying, I am overjoyed, 


« Sir, to find that you do not refuſe my 


--< preſents with any intention to puniſh 


« me for any miſbehaviour of mine to- 
wards you; and, to make you the more 
inclinable to receive them, I mult tell 

you that I can every day give away the 
like, and richer far, without any in- 
convenience to myſelf. This diſcourſe 
of mine, continues he, © I plainly 
perceive, ftrikes you with wonder; 
but you will no longer be ſurprized, 
when I thall have told you the ad- 
ventures of my life: I ſhall not be 
eaſy till I have placed this confidence 

in you. As he was ſpeaking, he 
conducted Haroün into a hall a thou- 
ſand times richer in ornaments than 
thoſe in which he had been before. It 
was exquiſitely perfumed ; and, at the 
upper-end of it, there roſe a ſtately 
throne of gold, with rich tapeſtry before 
the footftool.  Arraſchid could not fo 
much as imagine himſelf to be in the 
houſe of a private man; he fancied him- 
ſelf in the palace of ſome prince more 


powerful than himſelf. The young 
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A 


man obliged him to mount the throne z 
and, ſeating himſelf by his fide, he be- 
gan the hiſtory of his life in theſe words, 


* 


D A IV. 
8 1 Am the ſon of a jeweller of Cairo; 


my father's name was Abdelaziz. 
The riches he had in his poſſeſſion. 
were ſo conſiderable, that he feared he 
might one day fall a facrifice to the 
envy or the avarice of the Sultan of 
Egypt: for this reaſon he left his na- 
tive country, and ſettled himſelf at 
Baſra; where he married an only 
daughter of the wealthieſt merchant 
of this city. | 
© I am the ſole offspring of this mar- 
riage; and, by inheritingall the wealth 
of my father, together with thatof my 
mother, after their deaths, I found 
myſelf in a very plentiful fortune. I 
was then very young, and much ad- 
dicted to extravagance; and, finding 
that I had wherewithal to gratify my 
humour- of liberality, (or, to ſpeak 
more properly, the prodigality of my 
temper) I was ſo profuſe in my way 
of living, that in leſs than three years 
I waſted my whole patrimony. Then, 
when it was in a manner too late, I 
began to be ſenſible of my folly, and 
to blame the extravagance of my 
youth, | 
After the figure which I had ſup» 
ported at Baſra, I thought myſelf 
obliged to quit the place, and to re- 
tire elſewhere to linger out the reſt 
of my days in miſery and obſcurity. 
I thought my deplorable condition 
would be more ſupportable among 
ſtrangers, and far from my acquain- 
tance, I fold my houſe, theonly thing 
I now could call my own. This done, 
I joined myſelf to a caravan of mer- 
chants, with whom I went as far as 
Mouſel; from thence to Damas ; 
and, traverſing the Deſart of Arabia 
and Mount Pharan, I arrived at laſt 
at Grand Cairo. us 
The beauty of the huuſes, and the 
magnificence of the moſques, ſur- 
re me: then, immediately recol- 
ecting that I was now in the eity 
* where Abdelaziz was born, my heart 
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© began to ſwell with fighs, and tears 


© dropped from my eyes. O my fa- 


% ther!” ſaid I within myſelf, « if 
you were yet living, and faw the de- 
„ plorable 
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« plorable condition of your ſon, in that 


ee very place where you enjoyed a for- 


« tune to be envied, how great mult be 
% your grief! : 

© Full of theſe reflections, which 
© melted down my ſoul, my footſteps 
© led me to the banks of the Nile. I 


found myſelf behind the palace of the 


fultan: there I diſcovered a young 
© lady ina window, whoſe beauty ſtruck 
© me, I ſtood ſtill to gaze upon her; 
© ſhe* perceived it, and retired. The 
© night drawing on, and being yet un- 
© provided of a lodging, I went to ſeek 
© one out in the neighbourhood. | 

I enjoyed but little reſt; the beau- 
« ties of the young lady were ever pre. 
« fent to my imagination; and I per- 
© ceived that I was already deeply ena- 
* moured with her. © Would to Hea- 
c ven! ſaid I, © that T had never ſeen 
& her face, or that ſhe had never diſco- 


ee yered me! then I ſhould not have 


& been tormented with a hopeleſs paſ- 
« Hon for her, or I ſhould have enjoyed 


« the ſatisfaction of gazing longer up- 


„ on her beauty.“ 
© The day following I loſt no time to 
lace myſelf again under her window, 
* in hopes to ſee her: but my expecta- 
© tions were not anſwered; ſhe never 
© once appeared. This afflifted me 
ſorely, but did no way diſcourage 
© my endeavours; for, the day after, I 
© returned again, and was more ſucceſs- 
ful. The lady appeared; and, ſeeing 
© that I fixed my eyes with earneſtneſs 
© upon her, Infolent man!“ ſays ſhe, 
0 do you not know that your ſex 1s for- 
* hidden to make any ftay under the 
ee windows of this palace? Fly hence 
* with ſpeed ! If the officers of the ſul- 
& tan happen to ſurprize you in the 
t place where you are, they will put 
« you to death.” | 
Far from being ſtruck with fear at 
© theſe words, and betaking myſelf to 
© flight, 1 fell proſtrate with my face 


oo 


= 


+ to the earth: then, raiſing myſelf, 
= Madam,” ſaid I, IL am a ſtranger: 
1 am ignorant of the cuſtoms of 


„ Cairo; and, though I were ever ſo 
ec well acquainted with them, your 
«© beauty would put it out of my power 
4 tohave any regard tothem. —< Ah, 
4 rafh man !”* cried ſhe, tremble, left 
% T ſhould call ſome of the ſlaves hi- 
e ther to puniſh thy boldneis!”* In 


« ſpeaking theſe words ſhe diſappeared 


«and I imagined that, enraged at my 


© temerity, ſhe ran to call ſome ſervants 
to chaſtiſe me. x 
I expected every minute to ſee my- 


La) 


more by the lady's anger than her 
threats, I remained mſenkble to the 
danger that might be ſo near me. I 
returned with a flow unwilling pace 
to _ lodgings: it is not to be ima 
gined how much I ſuffered that night; 
a raging fever, into which the vio- 
lence of my love had thrown me, ſet 
my brain on fire, and confounded alt 
my thoughts. | 
However, the defire of ſeeing the 
lady again, and the hopes of being 


N 4. > 


- 


eye, (though J had no reaſon to ex- 
pect it) calmed the violence of my 
diſtemper. Hurried on by the extra- 
vagance of my paſſion, T went again 
the day following to the banks of 


a © a M a aA a & _a 


where I had been before. | 
The young lady no ſooner perceived 
© me than the ſhewed herſelf; but with 
© a countenance ſo ſtern, that ſhe made 
© me tremble with her looks. What, 
& thou wretch !* ſaid the, „ after the 
© menaces which I have pronounced, 
* doſtthou dare to return to this place? 
% Fly tar away! Once more, moved 
by compaſſon, I warn thee that thy 


„ruin is inevitable, if thou doſt not 


* difappear upon the inſtant. What 
is it,” adds ſhe, ſeeing I did not ſtir, 
«© detains thee here? Tremble, auda- 


«© cious youth! the thunder is ready to 


«© fall upon thy head!” | 
When ſhe had ſpoke what would 
© have prevailed with a man leſs ena- 
© moured than myſelf, inſtead of go- 
ing farther off from the object of my 
* pathon, I looked upon her with ac- 
tions full of tenderneſs: and replied, 
© Faireft lady, can you think that a 


«© wwretch, who is enamoured like me, 


and who adores you without hopes, 
© can fear to die? Alas! I had rather 
© loſe my life, unleſs T am permitted 
© to live for you! — ““ Since, then,” 
replies ſhe, ** you are ſo obſtinate, Lad 
« and paſs the reſt of the day in 


a A 


« city, and return hither under —4 


% windows this night.” This faid, 
© ſhe vanithed in haſte; and left me 
© tranfported with wonder, with love, 
© and with joy! : 

If hitherto I proved refractory to the 
commands of the lady, you may be 


C ſure 


ſelf beſet with ſoldiers; but, moved 


looked upon with a more favourable 


the Nile, and poſted myſelf in the place 
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chearfulneſs, and left the place. The 
expectation of the pleaſures which I 
- promiſed to myſelf, made me forget 
my misfortunes. I thought T had no 
reaſon to complain of my deſtiny: 
this aſſignation was to me an ample 
recompenſe for my former ill fortune. 
I went home; where my whole em- 
ployment was to perfume and to dreſs 
myſelf out. | 
© When the night came on, and I 
thought it time to haſten to the bleſt 
appointment, conducted by my love, 
J found my way thither in the dark; 
perceived a rope hanging down from 
a window of the lady's apartment, by 
the help of which I obtained entrance. 
I paſſed throngh two chambers to 
come at a third, which was magnifi- 
cently furniſhed, and in the middle 
of it ſtood a throne of ſilver. : 
© I took little notice of the coftly fur- 
niture, and the curiofittes, which at 
another time would have employed 
my eyes. The lady alone took up 
all my attention. Oh, Sir! ſo bean- 
tifal an object, ſure, never eyes beheld! 
whether it be, that Nature had formed 
her to ſhew mankind the compleateſt 
piece of the creation; or that my ima- 
ination, too much prejudiced in her 
— made me incapable of ſeeing 
any blemiſh in her; I was perfectly 
enchanted with her beauty! 
© She would have me feat myſelf up- 
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by me, demanded who I was. I 
gave her a full account of myſelf with 
the utmoſt ſincerity; and I could per- 
ceive that ſne heard me with fridk at. 
tention. She ſeemed to be touched 
with my unhappy circumſtances ; and 
this generous pity of hers contributed 
to make me love her to ſuch a degree, 
as never man loved. Madam, ſaid 
I to her, „ how unfortunate ſoever I 
5 am, I have no longer reaſon to com- 
« plain, ſince you have vouchſafed to 
ce be touched with my misfortunes,” 
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* FNSENSIBLY our hearts were 
1 mutually engaged, and overflowed 
in expreſſions of tenderneſs on both 
fſides. She confeſſed to me, that if I 
was {mitten at the ſight of her, that 


© ſhe likewiſe found a pleaſure in look · 


on the throne; and, placing herſelf 
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* 


'ſave I now ſubmitted to them with © ing upon me. * Since you have in- 


formed me at large, continued ſhe, 
of your own hiſtory, I am not will- 
ing that you ſhould be ignorant of 


Mine. 


My name is Dardanẽ; the city of 


A 
* 


Aa 
* 


* 
** 


A 
A 


Damas lays a claim to my birth. 
My father was one of the viziers of 
the prince, who at this day reigns 
there; and his name was Behrouz. 
He was a man that made the glory 
of his maſter, and the good of the 
people, the niotive of all his actions: 
ſuch as governed themſelves by other 
principles became his enemies, and 
found means in time to do him ill 
offices with the king. Thus the un- 
happy Behrouz, after a ſervice of 
many years, was baniſhed from the 
court, He retired to a houſe of his 
own, which ſtood near the gates of 
the city; where my education took 
up his whole thoughts: but, alas! 
he never lived to reap the fruits of 
his labour; for I was but a child 
when he died. 
© Soon as the breath was out of his 
body, my mother turned all his ef- 
feats into ready- money: this unna- 
tural woman fold even me to a mer- 
chant that trafficked in ſlaves; after 
which, ſhe went to the Indies with 
a young man whom ſhe loved. In 
the mean time, the merchant to 
whom I was fold, carried me, with 
ſeveral other ſlaves, to Cairo: he 
cloathed us all in coftly habits; and, 
when he thought us fit to be pre- 
ſented before the Sultan of Egypt, 
he brought us into this palace, lead- 
ing us into a great hall, where the 
ſultan was ſeated upon his throne. 
© We all of us vaſſed in review be- 
fore this prince, who ſeemed to be 
articularly taken with my perſon. 
He deſcended from his throne, and 
drew nearer to me, with expreſ- 
ſions full of admiration, and grew 
laviſh in his commendations of my 
ſeveral beauties. Then, turning ta 
the merchant, ** My friend,” lays 
he, © ſo long as you have furniſhed 
me with ſlaves, you have never yet 
brought me one ſo beautiful as this, 
Set what price upon her you-will ; I 
can never pay too dear for fo lovely 
a perſon.” Briefly, the prince, over- 
joyed, and full of love, ordered the 
merchant a conſiderable ſum of mo- 
ney and ſent him away with his other 
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% flaves. This done, he calls the the beautiful Dardane eonſented to 1 
5 chief of his eunuchs: Keydka- * yield to my defires, we were ſurprized 2 
* bir,” ſays he to him, conduct this * with a loud knocking at the chamber- AJ 
«© fun into a ſeparate _- apartment. door. It is hard to ſay which of- us 9 


ce Keydkabir obeyed, and brought me 


4 into this apartment, which is the 


& youred theſe three years to bring 
about my ruin; but, by the precau- 
& tions I take, their malice has hither- 
4 to been unſucceſsful: it is not that 
4 T am content with my condition 
©« for I cannot love the ſultan, and I 
« am not ambitious of grandeur; all 


. I do is in mere contradiction to the 
% yain endeavours that my rivals put 
« jn practice to deſtroy me. | 


„ The vexations,” continued ſhe, 


« which1I create to them, give me much 


& more pleaſure than the love of the 
* ſultan; and yet, it muſt be allowed, 
© he is an amiable prince: but, whe- 


4 ther it be that our inclinations are 


& not within our power, or that my 


© was the moſt affrighted. O Hea- 
« vens!** ſaid the lady, in a whiſper, 


think of any expedient. ** Search 
te every where!” ſays the fultan to his 
© ſlaves; and let not the villain eſ- 
*« cape my vengeance.” The eunuchs 
© obeyed, and ſoon diſcovered me. 
© They drew me from under the throne, 
and dragged me along the floor to the 
© feet of their maſter; © O miſerable 


« wretch! audacious man!“ ſaid he, 


% are there not women ſufficient for 
you in the city of Cairo? andought 
bas yo not to have reſpect to my pa+ 
6. mes?” 

« Betwixt fear and confuſion, I knew 
not where I was ; and I believe, Sir, 
if the ſame adventure had happened 
to you at Bagdad, and that the great 


4% icheſt in the whole palace. I was * Iambetrayed! We are ruined! It is 2 
4 no ſooner placed here, but ſeveral “ the ſultan himſelf!” 3 
& ſlaves, young and old, came in to If the cord I made uſe of to get up 3 
«© me: ſome preſented me with rich © to the lady had been faſtened to the 1 
* drefles and magnificent robes; others window of the chamber where we be 
£ brought me refreſhments of all forts; were, I might eaſily have made my A 
£ and the reſt came with their lutes to * eſcape; but the ſultan was now in 1 
4c play to me. They all told me that that room out of which hung the 3 
« they were ſent to me by the ſultan; cord: all, therefore, I could do at pre- 1 
4 that this prince had deſtined them all * ſent for my ſafety, was to hide myſelf 5 
& to my ſervice; and that they would * under the throne, while Dardanẽ went 8 
„ ſpare no endeavours to pleaſe me. © to ſet open the door.” WP 

& It was not long before I received | 3 
« 2 vifit from the ſultan. He made | 3 
& me a declaration of his love in the DAY FE: 3 
% warmeſt expreſſions; and the rude | Y 
4 and artleſs anſwers which fell from © HE ſultan, attended by ſeveral 3 
£ me upon a ſubje& I was ignorant of, black eunuchs, who carried flam- 4 
bc inſtead of diſpleaſing the prince, beaux, entered in a furious manner: . 
& ſeryed only to increaſe his paſſion. In Thou wretch of a woman!” cries he, - 
& a word, I became his favourite ful- © what man have you got here? There «3 
«« taneſs; all the ſlaves who thought was a man ſeen to climb in at the 1 
& themſelves equal to me in beauty, window of this apartment, and the 5 
« were ſtung with jealouſy; and you “ cord ſtill hangs out. At theſe + 
c would hardly imagine the various words the lady was ſtruck dumb; 2 
& artifices by which they have endea- her fear made it impoſſible for her to E 


[ie 3 ee heart was by deſtiny ſerved for vou, HarounArraſchid ſhould ſurprize you 
210 2 you are the firſt man I ever looked in his ſeraglio, that you would not in 
i % upon with pleaſure.” In anſwer to ſuch a juncture be very much maſter 
"if © ſo frank and ſo kind a confeſſion, 1 © of your reaſon. I was not able to 


| © yowed eternal love to the young lady; ſpeak; and, kneeling before the ſul- 
© and I prefſed her not to delay m 1 

* happineſs any longer. The eagerneſs * diate death. This prince now had 2 
© of my paſſion, expreſſed in the moſs © drawn his ſabre, to take with his own 1 
1 £ pathetick language, began to melt her * hands the forfeit of my life; but, in 


2 


. — —— Goes, ag IK . 
7 t 


tan, I expected nothing but imme- 
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1 < down into tenderneſs: but, oh! my * the very inſtant he prepared himſelf 
"| s 3 in the very inſtant that * to ſtrike, there came in an old Mu 
b „„ ; ; "IP 
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© latto- lady that ſtayed his arm. 
„% What is it, Sir, that you _— 
© ſaid ſhe to him: Do not you ſtrike 
ce theſe wretches; tain not your hands 
ce with ſuch ignoble blood: they are 
© not worthy that even their dead bo- 
« dies ſhould be buried in the earth, 
« ſince they have had the inſolence, 
tc one of them to be wanting in his re- 
6 ſpects to you, and the other to betray 
« you, Give orders to have them 
& both thrown. into the Nile, to become 
«« a prey to fiſhes.” The ſultan fol- 
© lowed the advice of the old lady; and 
© the eunuchs caſt us headlong into the 
© Nile from the window of a tower, 
© whoſe walls are waſhed by this river. 

© I was ſtunned with the fall; but, 
© ſoon recovering myſelf alittle, I made 
© a ſhift, being a ſkilful ſwimmer, to 


© gain the ſhore that lies over-againſt 


© the palace. After ſo great an eſcape, 
I now began to call to mind the young 
© lady, whom my fears had made me 
* forget a while; but now my love re- 
* turning, made me negligent of lite. 


with the ſtream, I endeavoured all I 
could, by the light of the ſtars, to diſ- 
cover, if poſſible, upon the water, the 
corpſe of the unfortunate lady, of 
whoſe ruin I had been the cauſe; but 
all in vain: and now, finding my 
ſtrength decay apace, I was obliged 
to make to land, and ſave a life which 
* I hazarded to no purpoſe. 
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Perſuaded in my thoughts, that the 


favourite ſultaneſs was drowned, I 
could not help reproaching myſelf 
with her death. I wept bitterly: 
Alas!“ thought I, * had it not been 


for me, were it not for my diſaftrous. 
love, Dardanẽ, the fair Dardanẽ, had 


*« remained alive! and wherefore did I 
, come to Cairo? wherefore, knowing 
e the ill fate that attends me in all 
« things, did I ſolicit this charming 
creature with my love? Pierced to 
© the heart with grief to find myſelf the 
- cauſe of her misfortune, and hating 
the very fight. of Cairo after this un- 
- happy adventure, I entered upon the 
© road to Bagdad. 

After journeying ſame days, I came 
one evening to the foot of a mountain, 
behind which lay a conſiderable town. 
I laid myſelf down upon the margin 
of à brook to veſt, reſolving to paſs 
the night in that place. A profound 
leep reſtored me to my ſtrength, and 


I leapt into the Nile; and, ſwimming ' 


© quieted my mind; and now the light 


the ſky, when my ſlumbers were bro- 
ken by the groans of ſome one not far 
of. As I liſtened attentiwely, it 
ſeemed to me to be the complaining of 
ſome woman that was rudely treated: 
I raiſed myſelf up immediately; and, 


which I heard, I could perceive 3 
man employed with a pick-axe to 
make a pit in the earth. "Ms 
I concealed myſelf behind the ſhel> 
ter of a buſh, to obſerve him. When 
he had made a pit, I could prceive 


he laid ſomething in it; and, filling 


a BD aA M 19 a 2a a a 


way. The ſun being now quite riſen, 
and the day in it's Fall luſtre, I went 
up to that ſpot of ground to ſatisfy 
my curioſity : I took out the earth, 
and diſcovered a large ſack of linen 
cloth all bloody, in which there was 
a young woman juſt expiring. T 
could diſtinguiſh by her garments, 
though very much ſtained with blood, 
that ſhe muſt be a perſon of quality, 
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cc What cruel hand,” cried I aloud, 


* ſeized at once with horror and com- 
« paſſion, ** what barbarian, has dealt 
“ {o inhumanly by this young _—_ 
«© The vengeance of Heaven purſue th 
“ affaſſin!” f 
The lady, whom I thought paſt all 
© apprehenſion, heard my exclamations; 
and ſaid to me, O Muſſulman! be 
5 charitable, and give me ſuccour; if 
% thou haſt any love for thy ſervant, 
„ give me a drop of water to cool my 
« thirſt, and eaſe the bitterneſs of my 
„ pain.“ I ran immediately to the 
fountain; and, filling my turban with 
Vater, bore it inſtantly to her. She 
* drank of the water; and, opening her 
eyes, fixed them full upon me. 
O young man!“ faid ſhe, © who 
«© comeſt in due time for my relief, 
help me to ſtop the effuſion of my 
% blood: I believe my wounds are not 
% mortal; fave my life, and thou ſhait 
not repent it. * 
* I took my turban to pieces, and 
tore off a part of my garment; and, 
« when I had bound up her wounds, 
« Finiſh,” ſaid ſhe, © the Charitable 
% work which thou haſt begun; bear 
me into the town, and let my wounds 
© be dreſſed,” —<« Fair lady, replied 
« I, © 1 am a ſtranger; I have yot one 
„ acquaintance in the town; if I am 
9 ( aſked, 


, 


of theriſing ſun began tothootthrough. 


CO my ſteps towards the voice 


up the pit with earth, he went his 


1 
I 


£ aſked how I came to be found with a 
«© damſel almoſt deprived of life, what 
„ anſwer can I make? — “ Say, re- 

7 plied the, © that I am your ſiſter; and 
$ never fear the conſequence. | 
II took the lady upon my ſhoulders; 


and, carrying her into the city, I went | 


© with her to lodge in an inn, where I 
* ordered a bed to be prepared for her 
s with ſpeed. I ſent for a ſurgeon to 
probe her wounds: he aſſured me they 

„were not dangerous. So it proved; 
© and her recovery was compleated in a 
month. While ſhe was vet in a mend- 
ing condition, ſhe called for paper and 
s ink. She wrote a letterz and, put- 

ting it into my hands, Go, ſaid 

„ the, „ to the place where the mer- 
„ chants aſſemble; there enquire out 

„ Mahyar; give him that letter; then 
4 take from him what he gives you, and 

4 return.“ ; 

II carried the letter to Mahyar; he 

F read it with great attention; then, 

„ kiſſing it in a reſpectful manner, he 

£4 put it upon his head. After this he 
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did, outof pure generoſity, every thing 
© ſhe required of me, I was very cu- 
rious to know, why and how ſhe came 
to be aſſaſſinated; but could not pre- 
vail upon her to tell me. It was it 
vain I often requeſted of her to give 
me her hiſtory, in which point = ui 
ſhe always kept a profound ſilence. 
„Go, ſays ſhe, one day, giving 
© me a purſe of ſequins, go, and fin 
«© ont à merchant called Namahran. 
« Tell him, that you come to buy ſome 
* rich ſtuffs; he will ſhew you ſeve- 
ra] ſorts: chuſe out of them ſome 
© pieces,and pay him what he demands: 
& then ſhew him all manner of reſpect 
and civility, and bring me the ſtuffs.” 
I enquired out the abode of Namah. 
© ran: I was directed to it; and I found 
him fitting in his ſhop. I ſaw a young 
man of an exquiſite ſhape and fea- 
ture, with ſhort criſped hair, black as. 
the jet; he had rich pendants in his 
ears, and large diamonds upon eve 
finger: I ſeated myſelf by him, and 
demanded to ſee ſome ſtuffs; he open = 
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ed ſeveral pieces before me, out of 2 


took out two large pov filled with 
w 
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"nn * ſequins of gold, which he delivered = which I made choice of three. He - 
| | to me; I returned with them directly put a price upon them; and I counted 3 
in | to the lady, who gave me her orders out the money to him. Then I ſtood 5 
1 to hire a houſe. Accordingly, I hired up; and, taking my leave in the moſt 3 
Wot! | a houſe; and we went both of us to reſpectful manner, I delivered the : 
111i © lodge in it. As ſoon as we were ſet- „ ſtuffs to be carried home by a ſlave 1 
„ e tled, ſhe wrote a ſecond letter to Ma- who followed me. | | 5 
nt: | .© hyar, who gave me four purſes filled „ Two days after, the lady gave me WO 
8 | | 4 with pieces of gold. By the lady's *« another purſe, and bid me go again to 3 
|: 1 *© orders, I bought wearing apparel for © Namahran to buy more ſtuffs: But E 
1 © her and for myſelf, together with a „“ ſtill remember, added ſhe, „that 3 
ii 1 number of ſlaves to ſerve us. «© you muſt not ſtand with him about 
of * | . | the price: whatever he thall aſk of = 
. F921 EE, 6 er you muſt not fail to give it.“ 3 
1h DAY: FI. -:. As ſoan as the merchant ſaw me re- -Þ 
1 | 5 1 14 turn, and 1 had told him my buſineſs, 
b 1 4 1 Paſſed, in the neighbourhood, for he unfolded before me his richeſt 33 
1 : I thclady's brother, and I lived with * ftuffs, I choſe out ſuch as pleaſed H 
1 her as if I had been ſuch in effect; not- me moſt; and, when I was to pay 7 
1 * withſtanding that ſhe was very beau- * him, I threw down my purſe, deſir- 
j [| A tiful. Dardane ſtill took up all my ing Namahran to take what he thought 1 
„ thoughts; and, ſp far was I from giv- * convenient. He was very much pleaſ- 1 
Ih! | ing myſelf up to a new paſſion, that I ed with my generous way of proceed- 1 
1 -* would more than once have quitted ing; and ſaid to me, May I, Sir, 55 
ny © this lady, but ſhe begged of me not ( defire the honour of your company 1 
. to abandon her. Have patience, ** to dine one — with me? “ Very Y 
tt | «© young map, ſaid ſhe; © I have yet “ readily,” replied I 3 “ and, if you E 
if | "v4 en for your ſervice: I „ pleaſe, it ſhall be to-morrow." The 1 
1376 vill ſoon inform you who I am; and, * merchant told me that I thould very A 
I it I make no doubt, but I ſhall be well much obli ke 1 ĩͤ pb 
„ able to recompenſe the good offices When I acquainted the lady that *B 
Wt: * you have done me.“ © Namahran had invited me to dine with 1 
ihe 3 * 1 continued with ber ill; and I him, the appeared very much rand: = 
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_ «© will not think him to be lamented 
_ «when. you ſhall know his crime; or 


8 pores wth joy. Fail not,” faid 
© ſhes ** to hangs (> ok and likewiſe to 
* invite him to your lodgings to- mor- 
& row. Tell him that you have a 
© mind to treat him in your turn: I will 
© take upon me the care of providing a 
* ſumptuous entertainment. I could 
not tell what to think of the exceſs of 
joy which broke from her upon this 
occaſion, I ſaw well that ſhe had 
ſome deſign in her heart, though I 
was far from diving into it. I was 
punctual on the morrow in going to 
the merchant, who entertained me 
very handſomely. Before we parted, 
I informed him of the place of my 
abode ; and I told him, that the day 
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pany at dinner with me. 

He was punctual to his hour: we 
both ſat down to the table; and we 
paſſed the remaining part of the day 
over the moſt exquiſite wines. The 
lady was not willing to be of the 
company; nay, ſhe ſtudiouſly kept 
herſelf concealed during the whole re- 
paſt. As ſhe had ſtrongly charged 
me to amuſe the merchant, and not to 
ſuffer him by any means to return 
home that night, I ſtayed him, in 
oppoſition to all the preſſing inſtances 
he made to be gone. We continued 
to drink on, and lengthened out our 
entertainment till midnight. After 


there was a bed ready prepared for 
him. There I took my leave of him, 


laid myſelf down to fleep; but I had 
not long enjoyed my reſt before the 
lady came to awake me: ſhe held in 
one hand a torch, and in the other a 
© dagger. *© Young man,” ſaid ſheto 
me, © ariſe; come and ſee thy gueſt 
* bathed in his perfidious, blood.“ 

Struck with horror at theſe words, 
* I aroſe, and put on my garment in 
© haſte. I followed the lady into the 
« merchant's chamber ; and, ſeeing the 
« wretch extended breathleſs upon the 
© bed; Ab, cruel woman!“ cried I, 
*© what have you done? How could you 
« commit ſo black a deed ? And why 
«© would you make me the ſervant of 
% your rage?” —*©< Young ſtranger,” 


© replied ſhe, << let it not grieve you, 


ie t + dau have helped me to be aveng- 
amahran: he wasa traitor; you 


following I was deſirous of his com- 


this I led him into a chamber, where 


and retired to my own apartment. I 
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19 
rather; when I ſhall inform you, that 
he is the author of my misfortunes, 
which I am going to relate to you. 
* I am,” continues ſhe, ** daughter 
to the king of this city, One day, as 
I went to the publick baths, I hap= 
pened to caſt my eye upon Namahran 
in his ſhop: I was ſmitten with himz 
and, in ſpite of all that I could do, 
I was not able to drive him fromm 
thoughts. I found that I loved him, 
and endeavoured at firſt to combat my 
paſſion. I repreſented to myſelf my 
own diſgrace; and I flattered myſelf 
that I ſhould be able to overcome my 
love by the force of reaſon: but, 
alas! I found I was deceived; my 
love triumphed over my pride. FP 
began to languiſh, and to loſe my reſt 
and peace of mind. My paſſion 
now growing daily upon me, I fell 
into a ſickneſs, of which I had 1in> 
fallibly died, if my governeſs (who 
was better {killed than my phyſicians 
in the ſymptoms which appeared 
ſtrong upon me) had not diſcovered 
the true cauſe of my indiſpoſition. By 
her addreſs ſhe brought me to con» 
feſs that her conjectures were true: 
I related to her the manner of m 
falling ſo unfortunately in love; and, 
by —— I faid, ſhe ſoon perceived 
that I was diſtractingly fond of Na- 
mahran. 

c She pitied the condition ſhe ſaw me 
in, and promiſed me her aſſiſtance to 
relieve my miſery. Accordingly, one 
night ſhe found means to bring the 
young merchant into the ſeragho, in 


a woman's dreſs, and conducted him 


into my apartment, Beſides the 
tranſports my heart felt upon the 


fight of him, I had likewiſe the plea - 


ſure to obſerve that he was no leſs 
tranſported with his good fortune. 
After I had kept him ſeveral days 
concealed in my cloſet, my governeſs 
conducted him out of the ſeraglio 
with as good ſucceſs as the brought 
him in; and, from time to time, he 
returned to me under the ſame diſ- 


guiſe.“ 


. 
Nr would ſatisfy me 


© but I muſt once endeayour, 

in my turn, to make Namahran a vi- 
fit, Iwas delighted with the thoughts 
21 „ of 
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©* of ſurprizing him; not doubting that 
he would be very much'pleaſed with 
an adventure that might convince him 

of the exceſs of my fondneſs for him. 

vent, therefore, unaccompanied, 


* one night, out of the palace, through 


% bye-ways which I Knew, and came 
6 to his houſe. It was no difficult mat- 
ter for me to find it out, becauſe I 
< had taken a particular notice of it in 


« baths. I knocked at the door; a 
* flave came to open it, and demanded 
** who I was, and what my buſineſs. 
4% J am,” anſwered I, „a young lad 
of this city; and would fain fpea 
. with your maſter. “ He has com- 
% pany with him,” replied the flave: 
* he is at preſent engaged with another 
lady; come again to-morrow.” 
No ſooner had he ſpoke, hut l felt 


i a tempeſt of jealouſy riſe within my 


<< breaſt, too ſtrong for reaſon to con- 
4 troul: I became like one diſtracted. 


4% Inſtead of retiring, I ruſhed —_— | 


into the houſe; and, running for- 
„ ward towards a hall, where I ſaw 
lights, and all the appearances of a 


* hanquet, the firſt object, that blaſted 


«© my ſight, was the merchant fitting at 
4% table with a beautiful young damſel. 
There was wine before them; and 
s they were intent upon finging ſongs 
« full of love and tenderneſs. At this 


% unexpected viſion my rage broke 


<< looſe; I flew upon the damſel with 
«© all the violence myſtrength could ſup- 


% ply; and had, without doubt, torn 


% ger to pieces, had ſhe not found means 
« to make her eſcape: nor did I only 
« aim my vengeauce at my rival; but 


, fell likewiſe upon Namahran with all 


« my fury. | 
He threw himſelf immediately at my 


feet, embraced my knees, aſked my 
„ pardon, and ſwore that he would ne- 
ver betray me more, He appeaſed my 
e rage; and I fuffered myſelf to be over- 
% come by his oaths and his ſubmifſion. 
4% He likewiſe prevailed apon me to ſit 
„ down and drink with him; which I 


« did fo long till the wine had over- 
«© powered me. When he ſaw me in 


7 this condition, the traitor gave me ſe- 


« veral gaſhes with a knife: I fainted 


6“ with the loſs of blood; he believed 
- << me dead; and, tying me up in a great 
<< ſack of linen cloth, he bore bet 


im 
« ſelf upon his ſhoulders out of the city 


to the place where you found me. 


\ 


from, the 


F 


journey: but 
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ce While he was employed 10 digging a 


<< pit to bury me, Thad time to recover 
© my ſpirits a little, and to breathe out 


© ſome complaints; but, far from _ | 


e moved with any tenderneſs, or wi 
* fo much compaſſion as to kill me be- 
% fore he laid me in the ground, the 


* barbarian took a pleaſure to bury me 


« ahve. 

As for Mahyar, that other mer- 
© ' chant, to whom you carried my let- 
ters, he is a merchant to the ſeraglio: 
«I acquainted him that T wanted mo- 
© ney, and wrote him an account of 
«© my adventure, conjuring him to kee 
ce it a ſecret till I had taſted the pleaſure 


of a full revenge. This, O ing, 


*< man! is the whole of my ſtory. 

«© was not willing to let you know it 
© ſooner, left you ſhould have made a 
© {cruple of bringing my victim hither. 


I believe, now, you cannot diſapprove 


ce what Ihaveexecutedfo bravely; and, 
« if you have any deteſtation for men 
© of treacherous hearts, you muſt needs 


te applaud me who have had the courage 


& topiercethatof Namahran. When the 
© morning comes,” adds ſhe, © wewill 
© go together to the palace: the king, 
« my father, is paſſionately fond of me; 
J will confeſs my fault to him; an 
© hope that he will give me his par- 
tc don; and, farther, Idarepromiſe that 
«© he will heap benefits _ you.” 
© No, Madam!” replied I to the prin- 
© ceſs, © Taſk no recompenſe for faving 


A 


you. Heaven be my witneſs, I repent 


* it not: but, I own, I am grieved that I 
* have been ſo inſtrumental to your re- 
% venge, You have abuſed my com- 
© plaiſancein making mean accomplice 
cc to betray Namahran : you ſhould ra- 
«<< ther have engaged me to avenge your 
e wrongs with honour; I would have 
c expoled my life for you with willing- 


& neſs.” In a word, Sir, although 1 


© thought Namahran deſerved his fate, I 
© ſo much regretted that I had been 
© drawn in to betray him to his death, 


_ © that Tabandoned the lady that inſtant, 


© and ſet her promĩſes at nought. I went 
out of the town before it was day; and, 
when the morning came on, I ſaw at 
ſome diſtance a caravan of merchants 
encamped in a field. I made up to it; 
and, finding they were journeying to- 


to arrive, I went along with them. 


© T came happily” to the end of my 
hon found myſelf re- 


wards Bagdad, where I was impatient 


« duced 
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© tice of: I went up 
took a littſe balm; after which, mak - 


t Auced to very ſcanty circumſtances. 
Of all the money I brought away, I 


maining; this I changed into aſpres, 
and bought fruits, and ſweet-meats, 
and balm of roſes: with theſe I went 
every day to a ſhop where perſons of 
quality reſorted to drink cooling li- 
© quors. There I preſented my baſket 
of little merchandizes round to every 
* one; each of them took what he liked, 
* and every one gave me ſome ſmall 
© piece of Aver; o that this little trade 
© ſupplied me with a convenient fub- 
« fiftence, | 

© Oneday, as of ine my flowers 


up and down in this cool- liquor ſhop, 


© there was in one corner of the room an 
old man, ho had eſcaped my notice: 


© he, ſeeing that I did not addreſs my- 
© ſelf to him, called to me; Friend, 
1 fays he, ho comes it that you do 
«c not offer to me ſome of your wares, 
« gas well as toothers? Do you not, then, 
« take me for a perſon of faſhion; or do 
« you imagine that I have no money in 


% my purſe?” “ Sir,” replied I,“ I 


« beg of you not to be offended with 
«© me; I do affure you, that I ſaw 
„ you not: what I have is at your 


4 ſervice, and I aſk nothing; upon 


© which 1 preſented my baſket to him. 


He took out an apple, and bid me fit 


* down by him. I ſeated myſelf; and 
© he puta thouſand queſtions to me: he 
* aſked me who Twas, and what was m 


© name; © Excule me, Sir, ſaid I with 


© a figh, © if Lam unwilling to gratify 
« your curioſity; I cannot oblige you 
„ therein without renewing griefs, 
« which time begins to wear out of my 


<< mind.” Theſe words, or rather the 


© tone of voice with which I uttered 


them, puta ſtop to the old man's im- 


« portunity : he changed the diſcourſe; 
* o 9 
and, after a long converſation toge- 


ther, when he roſe to go away, he took 
out of his purſe ten ſequins of gold, 


« which he put into my hand. 
© I was furprized at this Iiberality of 


© lis: the perſons of the firſt rank, 
© whom TI aſs 


uſed to treat with my baſket, 
never gave me near the value of one 


'« ſequin; fo that I knew not what to 
think of this man. 
© came again to the th 


The next day I 

; and there I 
found my old man again. This day 
© he was one of the firſt that Ttook no- 
to him, and he 


had now but one ſequin of gold re- 
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© with fo much earneftneſs to give him 


© ſome account of myſelf, that it was 
© not poſſible for me to deny him. 

I related to him every circumſtance 
© of my life; and, after I had put this 
F e in him, he ſpoke to me 
© thus: I knew your father; Lam a 
% merchant of Baſra; T have no chil- 
4 dren, neither hopes of any. I have 
* conceived a kindneſs and friendſhip 
* for you; and I adopt you for my ſon; 
56 therefore, my child, be comforted, 
and forget your paſt misfortunes, 
© You ſhall find in me a father richer 
© than Abdelaziz, and who will love 
* you with as great a tenderneſs. I 

returned my acknowledgments to this 
venerable old man for the honour 
which he did me; and T followed him 
when he went out. He bid me throw 
away my baſket and my flowers, and 
took me along with him to a ſpacious 
houſe in which he lived: he aſſigned 
me an apartment there, with ſlaves to 
attend me. He ordered variety of 
rich habits to be brought me. IL ima- 
pom my father Abdelaziz to be ſtil] 
iving; and I forgot that T had ever 
been 1n miſery, 
When this merchant had diſpatched 
all his buſineſs, and fold off the cargo 
of goods which he brought to Bagdad, 
we ſet out together for Baſra, My 
friends, who little thought ever to ſee 
me again, were ſurprized to find me 
adopted by a man who was accounted 
the moſt ſubſtantial merchant in the 
whole city. I made it my ſtudy to 
pleaſe the good old man; and he was 
charmed with the complaiſance of my 
< temper. He would often ſay to me, 
© Aboulcaſem, I think myſelf very 
«© happy to have met with you at Bag- 
te dad: to me you appear worthy of 
6c all I have done for you.“ 

I was fo ſenſibly touched with his 
© goodneſs towards me, that, far from 
© abuling it, I prevented his defires in 
* every thing which I thought would 
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pleaſe him: inſtead of laying out my 
time amongſt men of my own age, I 


* confined myſelf to his company, and 
© hardly ever quitted him. 


DAT IK. 
c 1* the mean: time, the good old man 


* fell deſperately ill, inſomuch that 
© it was not in the power of art to re- 


ing me fit down by him, he urged me „ ſtore kim; and now, deſpairing of 
| « life, 
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© life, he ordered every one but me to 
© retire; then; turning towards me, It 
& is now time, ſaid he, © my ſon, to 
«© reveal an important ſecret to you. 
*© If I had nothing more to leave you 
than this houſe, with the riches you 
* ſee init, I ſhould think Lleft you but 
* a moderate fortune; but all the wealth 
* which I have amaſſed through the 
* whole courſe of my life, though very 
* conſiderable for a merchant, is no- 
s thing in. compariſon of a treaſure 
* which lies hid here, and which I ſhall 
* diſcover to you. I will not pretend 
4 to tell you how many years ago, by 
« whom, nor by what means, it came 
« hither, being myſelf ignorant of all 
4 this: all I know of the matter is, 
* that my grandfather made a diſcovery 
« of it to my father, a little before his 
& death ; who, in the ſame manner, en- 
« truſted me with the ſecret when he 
* found himſelf dying. 

& But, e BY t have one 
*© counſel to give you; and have a care 
© how you diſregard it: you are natu- 


* rally generous; when you ſhall find 


* yourſelfin a condition to gratify your 
c mclinations, you will laviſh awa 
* your riches; you will entertain, all 
«© ſtrangers magnificently, who ſhall 
* come to you; you will load them with 
40 preſents; and you will do good to all 
«© who ſhall implore your aſſiſtance. 
& This very conduct, which I ſhould 
«c greatly approve of if you could con- 
4 tinue to practiſe it without danger, 
ac will one day be the cauſe of your 
* ruin. I foreſee you will live in fo 
& ſplendid a manner, that you will ſtir 
« op the envy of the King of Baſra; 
44 or draw upon you the avarice of his 
44 miniſters; they will ſuſpect you have 
«a treaſure concealed, they will ſpare 
© no pains to diſcover it, and they will 
44 take it from you. To prevent this 
«© misfortune, you need only follow m 
4 example. I have always, as my grand- 
& father and my father did before me, 
tc exerciſed my profeſſion as a merchant, 
„ and enjoyed this treaſure without 
% oftentation : we never made any ex- 
ec pence that might draw the eyes of the 
4 world upon us.“ | 

s I promiſed the merchant that I 
© would imitate his moderation. He 
© acquainted me with the place where 
© this treaſure lay hid; aſſuring me, how 
great ſoever a notion I might form of 


© the riches laid up thege, that I ſhould 
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© find them ſurpaſs my imaginations 
© When this * Na _ died, 
and when, as his ſole heir, I had per · 
formed the duty of his obſequies, I 
took poſſeſſion of all that was his; 
of which this houſe is a part; and I 
went to viſit the treaſure, I muſt con 
feſs to you, Sir, that I was amazed 
when I ſaw it! If it be not inexhauſti · 
ble, it is at leaſt ſo very abundant, that 
it would be impoſſible for me to waſte 
it, though Heaven beſtowed upon me 
a longer term of life than ever was 
anted to any man! There is not an 
inhabitant in Baſra who has not taſted 
of my bounty: my houſe is open to 
all that ſtand in need of me; and I 
ſend no man away diſſatisfied. Can 
he be ſaid to poſſeſs a treaſure who 
dares not uſe it? And can I make a 
better uſe of it than by employing it 
to relieve the neceſſitous, to entertain 
ſtrangers, and to enjoy the pleaſures 
of lite? | „ 
© Tmmedaately, every one imagined 
that I was going to ruin myſelf a ſe- 
© cond time. Had Aboulcaſem,”'” 
* ſaid the people, all the treaſures of 
«© the Commander of the Faithful, they 
& would not ſuffice him!“ But, in a 
little time more, they were very much 
aſtoniſhed, when, inſtead of ſeeing my 
affairs in any diſorder, they perceived 
me flouriſh every day more and more: 
they could not conceive how I ſhould, 
as it were, increaſe my riches by ſquan= 
dering them. 
© Notwithſtanding all this, Tlived at 
© ſuch an extraordinary rate, that, at 
© laſt, I drew enyy upon myſelf, as the 
© old man had foretold me. It was re- 
© ported up and down the city that I had 
© found aſtreaſure: this alone was ſuf- 
« ficient to draw numbers of covetous 
« perſons to my houſe. The lieutenant 
© of Baſracame to make mea viſit: (I 
“ am,” ſays he, the lieutenant of 
« the city; and I come to demand of 
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you where the treaſure lies that ſup- 


« ports you in ſo great magnificence? 
© 1 was confounded at theſe words; and 
© knew not what to wy; | 
He judged very rightly, from the 
* diforder of my looks, thatthe rumour 
© ſpread of me in the city was not with- 
© out ſome ground: but, inſtead of 
« preſſing me to diſcover my treaſure, 
© Signior Aboulcaſem, ſaid he, 1 
© exerciſe my office like a man of un- 
& derftanding; make me a REI Be 
v* T9E 
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4. for me to receive, and I ſhall pe you 
„% no farther trouble.” —* What will 
4 ſatisfy you? ſaid I. I ſhall con- 
«« tent myſelf,” replied he, © with ten 
« ſequins of gold paid me daily.” I 
© anſwered, „That is too little; I will 
« give you an hundred: you need only 
«« call here every day, or at the end of 
« every month, and my treaſurer ſhall 
« count them out to you. 
The lieutenant was overjoyed at 
« what I ſaid. © I wiſh, with all my 
« heart, Sir,” replied he, “that you had 
c found a thouſand treaſures! Enjoy 
« your wealth in quiet; I promiſe you 
* never to give you any trouble in the 
4 poſſeſſion of it.” I advanced a con- 
« fiderable ſum to him, and he went his 
© Way. 
Not long after this, the Vizier 
Aboulfata Waſchy ſent for me; and, 
* taking me into his cloſet, he ſaid, O 
«© young man! Iam informed that you 
4% have found a treaſure, You know 
« that the fifth part belongs to God; 
% and you mult give it tothe king: pay 
1. 'down, therefore, the fifth part, and 
« you ſhall remain a quiet poſſeſſor of 
« the other four. TI anſwered, *<* Sir, 
« J will confeſs that IT have found a 
1 treaſure; and, at the ſame time, I 
« ſwear to you, by the great God who 
& created both you and me, that I ne- 
« ver will diſcover it, though I were to 
« be torn piece-meal! but I will oblige 
« mylelf to give you every day a thou- 
gold, provided you, 
4% upon that condition, will give me no 
«© trouble.” Aboulfata complied as 
© readily as the lieutenant: he ſent a 
truſty ſervant, to whom my treaſurer 
paid _ thouſand ſequins for the 
firſt month. | | | 
This vizier, fearing, doubtleſs, left 
* the King of Baſra might come to the 
© knowledge of what had paſſed, choſe 
© rather to ſpeak of it himſelf. The 
« king heard him attentively; and, 
« 
o 
Fs 


„ « 


thinking it an affair worth enquiring 
into, he ſent for me. He received me 
with a pleaſing countenance; and ſaid, 


% O young man! why will you not let 


4 me ſee your treaſure? Doyou think me 
4 ſo unjuſt as to take it from you? 
6 Sir,“ replied I, © may your majeſty 
4 hve while the ſun and moon endur- 


1 eth! But, as for my treaſure, though 
1 my fleſh were to be torn withred-hot 


F# pincers, I will not diſcaverit. I give 
my conſent to pay your majeſty every 


23 


% day two thouſand ſequins of gold: 
if you refuſe to accept of them, and 
you think it more for your intereſt to 
put me to death, you have but to give 
% your orders. I am prepared to ſuffer 
« all the torments imaginable, rather 
<& than ſatisfy your curioſity.” 

When I had ſpoke, the king caſt 
© his eye upon the vizier, and aſked his 
© advice. © Sir,” ſays the miniſter, 
the ſum he offers is ſo very conſide- 
© rable, that it is a treaſure of itſelf. 
«© Give the young man leave to go; and 
let him live in his uſual magnificence, 
% provided he is punctual in perform- 
% ing the word which he has given to 
% your majeſty.” The king bollowed 
© his counſel, and let me depart from 
© his preſence with ſeveral careſſes. 
From that day forward, by virtue of 
© the ſeveral agreements I had made 
© with the lieytenant, the vizier, and the 
© king, I continued to pay, every year, 
more than one million and ſixty thou- 
* ſand ſequins of gold. And now, Sir, 
as I have told you all you were deſirous 
© to know, you ought no longer to be 
© ſurprized at the preſents I have made 
vou, nor at any thing which you have 
© ſeen in my houle.? 

When Aboulcaſem had made an end 
of telating his adventures, the caliph, 
inflamed with a ſtrong defire to ſee the 
treaſure, ſaid to him, © Is it poſſible 
there ſhould be treafure-rich enough 
* to ſupport your generous way of lite? 
To meit ſeems incredible! And, if it 
be not too great a requeſt to make, I 
ſhould defire, Sir, a fight of that which 
is in your poſſeſſion; giving you my 
* word and oaths, of the — ſolem- 
© 'nity, that Iwill not abuſe the confi- 
s dence you place in me!” 


The ſon of Abdelaziz ſeemed trou- 
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bled at what the caliph ſaid; and re- 


plied, © This curioſity, Sir, of yours 
« afflicts me: I cannot comply with it 
© but upon conditions that will appear 
© harſh.'—"Give yourſelf no trouble on 
© that ſcore," ſaid the prince: let the 
© conditions be what they will, I will- 
« ingly ſubmit myſelf to them.! You 
muſt, then, anſwers Aboulcaſem, be 
content to have your eyes blinded, 
and to let me conduct you unarmed, 
and with your head bare, while I hold 
a ſcymetar in my hand, prepared to 
give you a thouſand mortal wounds, 
* when you offer to violate the laws of 
6 hoſpitality. I know very well,” a_ 

| e, 


K K 


he, that L may be accuſed of impru- the place Where the treaſure lay con- 
dence, and that I ought not to com cealed. 2 F 
© ply with your deſſre: but I place a It was a profound and ſpacious vault S 
© confidence in your oaths; and, more- under ground, the entrance to which $ 
© over, I cannot find in my heart to ſend was covered by one entire ſtone. At» Y 
© away a gueſt diſſatisfied.” _. flirſt they went down a long dark paſ- 55 
Let me intreat you, then, replied ſage; at the end of which was a great 


hall, that ſhone with the luſtre of car- 


the caliph, £to gratify my curioſity this 
buncles. When they came into the 


£ inftant!'— It is impoſſible," replied 
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the young man, I ſhould at this in- 
< ſtant comply! wor. with me this 
night; and, when all my domeſticks 


are faſt aſleep; I will come into your 


apartment, in order to conduct you. 
Having ſaid this, he called for his ſer- 
vants; and, by the light of a great 
number of tapers, which were borne b 
flaves in golden candleſticks, he led the 
ince into a magnificent chamber, and 
retired himſelf to his own, 
The flaves: undreſſed the emperor, 


and put him to bed; then retired, after 
th placed their tapers at the head 


and at the feet of the bed; which, be- 
ing made of perfumed wax, gave an 
agreeable ſmell as they burned, 


DAY x. 


"FF FAROUN Arraſchid never cloſed 
his eyes: he expected Aboulca- 

fem with impatience; who came to him 
about midnight, and ſaid, Sir, all my 
domeſticks are faſt aſleep: there is a 
profound ſilence over all the houſe. 
3 Now I can wait upon you to my trea« 
* ſure upon the conditions which T have 
mentioned. Let us go, then, an- 
ered the caliph, riſing; I am ready 
to follow you: and I ſwear by the 
Creator of the heavens and of the 
* earth, that you ſhall never have cauſe 
to fepent the ſatisfying of my cu- 
4 riofityl z 
The ſon of Abdelaziz helped the 
rince to put on his cloaths; then, ty- 
ing abaidage over his eyes, It is with 
the utmoſt regret; Sir, ſaid he to han, 
© that I am forced to deal thus by you: 
Et air and your manners ſpeak you 
5 worthy of a confidence. I approve 
of ydur precautions, ſays the empe- 
ror, interrupting him; and Lam tar 
from taking any thing amiſs. About- 
iraſem led him down a pair of back - 
fairs into a garden of a vaſt extent; 


middle of this hall, the young man took 
the bandage from the eyes of the caliph, 
who was ſtruck with aſtoniſhment at 
what he ſaw. A baſon of white marble, 
which was fifty feet in circumference, 
and thirty feet deep, ſtood in the mid- 
dle: it was full of great pieces of gold; 
and round about it roſe twelve pillars 
of the ſame metal, upon which ſtood 
twelve ſtatues of precious ſtones, ex- 
quiſitely wrought, 
Aboulcaſem led the prince up to the 
baſon; and ſaid to him, This baſon is 
* thirty feet deep—behold this quantity 
of gold: it has not yet ſunk above 
© two inches! Do you imagine that I 
© can waſte all this in a ſhort time?” 
Haroun, when he had confidered the 
baſon attentively for a while, made an- 
ſwer, © Theſe riches are, indeed, im- 
© menſe! But you may cenſume them.” 
— Well,” replies the young man, 
« when I have emptied this baſon, I 
© will have recourſe to what'T am go- 
ing to ſhew you.” This ſaid, he led 
him onward into another hall, more 
aſtoniſhing than the firſt; where there 
were ſeveral fofas of red brocade, thick« 
ſet with an infinite number of pearls 
and diamonds: in the middle there was 
likewiſe a baſon of marble ; it was not, 
indeed, ſo wide nor ſo deep as that in 
which the pieces of gold were, but 
then it was full of rubies, of topazes, 


of emeralds, and all forts of precious 
ſtones. ; tax" [1 


Neyer was any man ſo ſurprized as 
the caliph ſeemed to be at this; ſcarce 
could he himſelf that he was 
awake: this ſecond baſon appeared 
to him an enchantment. While his 
eyes were yet ſixed upon it, the ſon of 


Abdelaziz pointed out to chim two per- 
ſons upon a throne of gol 
told him, were the firſt poſſeſſors of the 


dz who, he 


(treaſure. Theſe were a prince and prin- 
ceſs, whoſe heads were adorned with 


:crovwns of diamonds: they ſeemed ſtill 
alive, and were laid at full length, with 
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and, after paſhng through ſeveral in- 
wicate walks, they both went down into 
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„ prince. 
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ner in which, he 
is, with his head uncavered, and a ban- 
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at their feet was a table of ebony; upon 
which theſe words might be read 


EE During the courſe of a long. life, I 


© have amaſſed tagether all the riches 
© that are laid up here. I have taken 
towns and ſtrong caſtles, which I have 
pillaged: I have conquered realms, 
and beaten down all my enemies. I 
have been the moſt puiſſant monarch 
of the earth: but al 

laſt, yielded to Death ! Whoever ſhall 


let him open his eyes; let him reflect 


and that he will one day die, like me 
Let him not fear that this, treaſure 
will fail: it is inexhauſtible. Let him 
make uſe of it to acquire friends, and 
to lead an agreeable life; for when 


all theſe rickes will not ſave him from 
© the common deſtiny of men! 


Haroun ſaid to the young man, af- 
ter he had read theſe lines, I do not 
blame your conduct; you are in the 
* right to live as you do: and I think 
© the advice ot the old merchant is not 
© to beregarded. But, added he, I 
© would gladly know the name of this 
What king was it who poſ- 

e 


eſſed ſuch immenſe riches? I am 


© ſorry that this inſcription does not in - 
© form me. 


The young man brought the caliph 
into another hall, in which there were a 
reat many things of extraordinary va- 
ue; and, amongſt others, ſeveral trees 
like that which he had ſent him-for a 
preſent. The prince would have been 
well pleaſed to employ the reſt of the 


* 
- 


night in examining the various won- 


ders ſhut up in theſe apartments under 
ground: but the ſon of Abdelaziz, fear- 


ing to be diſeovered by ſome of his ſer- 
vants, obliged Harcün to return from 


thence before 7 after the ſame man- 
ad hrought him; that 


dage over his eyes, while, her held a. ſcy- 
metar in his hand, ready to ſtrike off his 


head, if he made but the leaſt offer to 
Put aſi le his bandage. 


They croſſed over the garden, and 
mounted. by the back - ſtairs into the 
chamber Where the emperor had lain. 


Tbey found the N Mill burning; 
and they converſed together till Ne on | 


vas riſen. When I confider What 
1 have ſeen, ſays the prince to the 


my proweſs, at 
ſee me in the condition I now'am in, 


that I once was living, like himſelf, . 


the hour appointed for him is come, 


_ afreſh for the reception he had 


young man, and at the ſame time thinł 
© of the flave which you have given 
© me, I make no queſtion but you have 
© in your houſe the maſt beautiful wo- 
© men of the eaſt.' —-* Sir, replies 
Aboulcaſem, I have ſlaves of a more 
© than ordinary beauty; but there is 
not one of them I can love. Dardanẽ, 
my dear DardanE! takes up all my 
thoughts, It is to pr uit ary that L 
reaſon with myſelf, ſaying ſhe is dead, 
and that' I ought to. think of her no 
more: it is my misfortune that her 
lovely image is always preſent to my 
mind. My regret for the loſs of her 
wears out my heart: for her ſake I 
am unhappy in the mid{ of my pro- 
ſperity, and am diffatisfied amidſt all 
this profuſion of wealth. Believeme, 
Sir, I had rather a thouſand times en- 
joy my Dardant᷑, with a moderate for- 
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tune, than live without her in the poſ- 


© {ceiſion of theſe immenſe treaſures!” 
The emperor admired the conſtancy 
of the ſon of Abdelaziz; but he ex- 


horted him to uſe his utmoſt endeavoyrs 
to overcome lo fruitleſs, a paſſion, Af - 


ter this, he returned him his thanks 
given 
him: then, going back to liis inn, he 


Is an his journey home to Bagdad,with 
a 


the domeſticks, the page, the beau - 
ti ful ſlave, and the other preſents, which 


he had received from Aboulcaſem. 


DAY KI. 


TOW days after the departure of 
this prince, the Vizier Aboulfatah 


hearing of the magnificent preſents 


which Abonlcaſem daily made to ſtran - 
gers that came to viſit him, and at the 
Tame time being ſurprized at his punc- 
tual: payment of the ſums ohich he had 
promiſed to him, to the lieutenant, and 
to the king; he reſolved tu ſpare no pains, 
if poſſible, to find out this inexhauſtible 
treaſure. This miniſter Was one of 
thoſe wie ked men that ſtick at no crime, 
how, great, ſoever, to bring about their 
deſigns. He had a daughter, eighteen 


years of age, extremely beautiful, whoſe 


name was Balkis: ſhe had a well-ac- 
compliſhed mind, and a heart diſpoſed 
to every kind of virtue. Prince Aly, 
nephew to the King of Baſra, loved her 
to diſtraction; and, having already de- 
manded her of her father, he was to 
marry her in a ſhort time. 

Aboulfatah 
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16 Aboulfatah ſent for her into his clo- ſive of having too few charms. about 3 
1 ſet, and er „Iſtandin her when ſhe appeared before Prince 3 
| - need of youraſſiſtance. I muſthaveyou Aly. | 5 Y 
© dreſs Now, when it was dark, and Aboul- 3D 


yourſelf out in 255 fineſt ap- 
parel, and go this night to Aboulca- 
© ſem: you muſt make it your buſineſs 
7 to pleaſe him; uſe every artifice to 
_ . © captivatethis young man, and oblige 
© him to diſcover to you the treaſure 
4c which he has found.“ Balkis was in 
© a great conſternation at this diſcourle; 
and her very looks ſhewed how much 


* 


fatah thought it time for his daughter 

to go to Aboulcaſem, he led her out 
very privately, and conducted her to the 1 

very door of this young man, where he * 
left her, after having again repeated to = 
her that he would kill ber if ſhe did not 3 
acquit herſelf well of the buſineſs he Es 
ſent her upon. She knocks at the door, 
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4 her ſoul abhorred the l which and deſires ſhe may {peak to the fon of 
1 _ Her father's commands required of her. Abdelaziz. A flave immediately led 3 
| ip Sir,“ ſays the, © what is it you have her into a hall, where his maſter was = 
[oj __ © propoſed to your daughter? Do you laid upon a great ſofa, running over "© 
(1/81 ; © conſider to what dangers you expoſe - his paſt misfortunes in his thoughts, E 
#7 lb 1 her? Think what a diſgrace it will and regretting the loſs of his dear Dar- 5 
Li i f © be to her! what a ſtain it will be to dané. | TH | | q 5 
600 your honour! and how irreparable an As ſoon as Balkis appeared, Aboul- F.- 
A. © wjury to Prince Aly, if you ſhould caſem roſe up to receive her: he made E” 
$4008 rob him of my virgin innocence, hera profound reverence, and held out 73 
. _ © which his love prizes fo dearly.—“ J his hand to her very reſpectfully; then, 1 
e © have already reflected upon all this, obliging her to fit down upon the ſofa, 2p 
1 replies the vizier; © but no force of rea- he demanded what might be the occa- ; 
1040 © fon is ſufficient to alter my reſolu- fion of the honour ſhe was pleaſed to do — 
1 tions; and I lay my commands upon him in a viſit. She replied, that a fan- 5 
. you to obey!* At theſe words, the ey had taken her, hearing that he was 7 
1 young Balkis burſt into a flood of tears. a gallant young m in, to come and make 
1 In the name of Heaven, my father, merry with him. | Upon this ſhe togk 
„ ericd ſhe, * compel me not to diſhonour off her veil, and ſarprized him with all 
4008 © you! Stiflein your breaſt this paſſion the Juſtre of her*charms. Notwith- 
„ of avarice, that urges you on to take ſtanding his indifference for the ſex, it 3 
Wat: © away from this man the wealth which was not in his power to prove inſenfible 3 
1 © you have no right to: let him enjoy to ſo much beauty. Fair lady,” ſays x 
YER 0 5 riches in quiet; and ſeek not to he, I thank my happy ſtars for this ö 
„ © defraud him of them!'—— Silence, * fortunate adventure! the firſt of men 
„ thou inſolent girl!“ ſays the vizier in * would envy my happineſs.” 
+ FM anger: it does not become you tojudge After a ſhort converſation, the hour E 
16,8 © of my actions; make no farther re- of ſupper came on: they went both WW; 
tt © ply! I will have you go to Aboul- into another hall, and ſeated themſelves 22 
„ © caſem; and, I ſwear, if you return at a table furniſhed out with meats of 85 
. without ſeeing his treaſure, to plunge all kinds, There was a great number 3 
#008 6 my dagger in your heart!” of attendants preſent: Aboulcaſem 2 
Hg Balkis, finding herſelf compelled to made them all retire, that no one of 2 
„ undertake a deſign ſo hazardous, retired them might diſcover who the lady was. fo 
mg into her apartment full of uneaſineſs at He helped her to every thing himſelf, 3 
1 the thoughts of it. She puts on a rich and filled out wine to her in a golden 1 
1 78h attire, and adorns herſelf with jewels; cup, ſet with rubies andemeralds The 3 
#1110 but yet without being over ſtudious to more he looked upon Balkis, thi more 3 
1 ſet out her charms to the greateſt advan- beautiful he thought her: he ralked i 
„ tage, which, indeed, would have been very gallantly to her; and the lady, 3 
+ "HR but needleſs: her beauty alone, with- whoſe wit was equal to her beauty, re- * 
1 dut ornaments, was capable of inſpiring plied with ſo much life and ſpirit, that Z 
i any heart with love. Never was a lady he was charmed with her converſation. 45 
„ leſs defirous, or rather more fearful, of Towards the end of the repaſt, he threw 5 
. pleaſing, than Balkis. She as much himſelf at her feet; then, preſſing her 2 
e dreaded appearing over- beautiful to the hand eagerly, Madam, ſays he to her, 4 
13 lit | ſon of Abdelaziz, as ſhe was apprehen - jf your eyes at firſt have wounded me, 4 
„ : . ; , N 5 | 4 your 1 5 3 
„ 1 
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there for ever! From this time forward 
I am become your flave; and ſhall 


conſecrate my future days to your 
ſervice.*' 


As he made an end of theſe words, he, 


kiſſed the hand of Balkis with fo vio- 


lent a tranſport, that the lady, fearing 
herſelf in ſome danger, changed coun- 


tenance, and, of a ſudden, turned pale 


as death: notable to ſupport herſelf any , 
longer, her face was overcaſt with ſad- 


neſs, and the tears lowed from her eyes. 
What has happened to you, Madam? 
ſays the young man, very much ſur- 
prized: © whence comes this ſudden 
grief? What can theſe tears mean, 


am the occaſion of them? Am 1 
wretched enough to have ſaid, or to 


and keep me no longer in Ignorance 
of what has produced this ſudden 
change in you.“ 

Sir, anſwers Balkis, I have al- 
ready diſſembled too far! Modeſty, 
fear, grief, and perfidy, combat my 
reſolves at once; I am not able to bear 
up againſt them; and I muſt break 
ſilence. I am a young lady of qua- 
lity: my father, who knows you have 
a hidden treaſure, would make uſe of 
me to diſcover the place where it lies 
concealed. He ordered me to come 
to you, and ſpare no pains to engage 
you to ſhew it me: I would fain have 
excuſed myſelf; but he ſaid, and con- 
firmed it with an oath, that he would 
take away my life if I returned with- 
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ſevere injunction this muſt be to me! 
Had I not a prince for my lover, whom 
I am paſſionately fond of, and towhom 
I expect to be joined in marriage, the 


would appear deteſtable to me: there- 
fore, Sir, if I have been prevailed up- 
on to come to you, believe me, that it 
is with a reluctance which nothing 
but the fear of dying could ſurmount. 


P 


HEN the daughter of Aboul- 
fatah made an end of ſpeaking, 


Aboulcaſem replied, Madam, Lam glad 
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© your diſcourſe has finiſhed the con- 
ueſt of my heart: the paſſion you 
have kindled in my. breaft, will burn, 
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that melt my very heart? Is it I who 


have done, any thing that might diſ- 
pleaſe you? Speak, I beſeech you; 


out ſeeing it. Conſider, Sir, what a 


action my father has put me upon, 


© you have diſcovered your thoughts to 
me: you ſhall never have cauſe to re- 
pent you of this frankneſs of mind; 
you ſhall not die. You ſhall ſee my 
treaſure; and you ſhall be treated with 
all the reſpe& you can deſire. How 
great ſoever your beauty is, and what 
impreſſion ſoever it may have made 
upon me, you have nothing to fear. 
I renounce all the hopes I had con- 
ceived, ſince they give uneaſineſs to 
you: and you may, without a bluſh, 
reviſit the happy lover for whom you 
preſerve yourſelf with ſo much care, 
Give over weeping, therefore, and af - 
flict yourſelf no longer. Ah, Sir!“ 
replies Balkis to this diſcourſe, * it is 
© not without reaſon that you paſs for 
© the moſt generous of men: I am 
© charmed with your noble way of pro- 
© ceeding; and I ſhall never be at reſt 
« till I have found ſome occaſion of 
© ſhewing the gratitude of my heart. 

This converſation ended, the ſon of 
Abdelaziz conducted the lady into the 
ſame chamber where the caliph lay be- 
fore. He continued there with her alone 
till the houſe was filent: then, tying a 
bandage over the eyes of Balkis, Ma- 
dam, ' ſays he, © excuſe me that I take 


' © this freedom with you; but I cannot 


© ſhewmy treaſure upon any other con- 
© dition.*—* Do as you pleaſe, Sir,“ 
anſwered ſhe; I have ſo great a confi- 
«* dence in your generoſity, that I will 
© follow you where you will. I have 
© no other fear but that of never being 
© able to acknowledge your goodneſs.” 
Aboulcaſem took her by the hand; and, 
leading her down into the garden by the 
back-ſtairs, he brought her into the 
vault under-ground, where he unco- 
vered her eyes. 

If the caliph was ſurprized to ſee fo 


many pieces of gold, and ſo many pre- 


cious ſtones, much more was Balkis. 
Every thing ſhe caſt hereyes upon raiſed 
her wonder to exceſs: nevertheleſs, what 
moſt drew her attention, and what ſeem- 
ed toemploy her curioſity the moſt, were 
the firſt owners of this treaſure. She 
read the inſcription at their feet. About 
the neck of the queen there was a neck = 


lace of pearls of the ſize of pigeons eggs: 


Balkis could not forbear expreſſing her 
aſtoniſhment at it. Auen im- 
mediately took it off from the neck of 
the princeſs, and tied it upon that of the 
young lady; adding, that her father 
would judge by that ſhe had ſeen the 

D 2 treaſure; 


% 


1 
i 
7 
I 
* 
i 
I 
_ 
p 
Tell 
4 1 
: 
I 
[4 
. 
: 
34 4 
T1 
p 
d 
1; Fy 
C1 
274 
| 
| 
0 
1 
: 4 
. Oo 
ty Þ 
7 
14K 
—— . 
\ is 
. 
7 s 0 
4 5 
te 0 iy 
4 , & 
. 
0 I * 
1 + * 
72 * 
I _ 
4.28 
b 13 
„ 51 
5 
1 
f \ 
* 17 
N 
148 
4 227 
q 
4 EB 
«17 
7.7. 
MP 
4 
57 
7 3 13 OF 
a fk 
? 0 / 
1 
+12 
: 1 
15 11 
z F 
Ps 2 
J „ 
114 
i 117 
p * 4 
42 + 
[ i. 
i 14. 
9 
q 114 
Din 
N 
Ky 
7 1 
4. 
189 
. F 
D $1 
, i 
f Pi 
117 25 
by 
1:8 
LG 9 
k 1 
ö 1 
115 5 
1 En 
. 
n 
+:% 1 
101 
? . 1 
: i! 
| it 
- 1 
1 *: 87'S 
0 9 I 
1 
. 
U 18 
1 
U * 
v8 
; A 
Z 
q 8 
$38 
. 
% 
* 


3} 10:08 
4TH 3 
7 1 

19889 * 
5 q E 
Tf a a 

N 

[ 1 0} 
+4 4 
1 

; 1 
„ 

* 


2349 - — 8 L A = 
p — — TI 2 AC FER pa * . . 
ANON ae hg — r * — 5 > I 3 <2 o - 
. 5 ng ie av 4 4. . N — + 5 
7 7 75 * — — by = 7 2 — 
2 1 b c 2 5 5 2 


rp 3 VASE 


IE! 
„ 


A as 2 


ws 
5 . 

. 

— 6 £ 


„ Wenn 1 
< * * * 
. bet — (i 4 — than Wb 
"EAR? Ee M's at ar th Gs 
; OO 2 3 Via, nt ” 4 
pt cg 


2 
1 
r 


7 6 A = 
- —_— 


m 


Nea 


0 
. 


L ire NOR 
. —ꝛ—-—é— oa eRors 
wi * e — ag) 
* F ES 


Ry 


+ 


—— — 


— 


2: Ba Sy pag — 8 * s L p —— — ore 
4 wh r itn gs i Bt Nt er rn. 2. 2 2 * : N 
{ iP 445 — s me Th — — — PE n . 

r“ 7 ——— S624) 2 

8 — * * „ 4 . 0 23 

- 2. ww * - * Rr . 

1 0 — — I 

"A . 


1 

$ 

* * 

» 

"12: 

4 87 
Hos 

OR PF 

To 


treaſure; and, to convince him yet far- 
ther of it, he deſired her to take ſome. 
of the beſt je wels home with her. She 
accordingly accepted of à great number, 
which he choſe out for her himſelf. 

In the mean time, the young man, 
Fearing leſt the day. light ſhould ſurprize 
them; while ſhe was amuſing herſelf in 
beholdmgthe variety ot wonders ſhe ſaw s 
under · ground, put the bandage upon 
her eyes again, and conducted he 
into à hall, where they con verſed 0 of | 
cher till he ſun was ri 327 q 55 lady, 
A having again renewed her aſſu- 
rances . for of Abdelaziz that ſhe . 

auld: never forget his generoſity and 
his reſerve, took: leave 1 him. She 

t di | and gave an ac- , 
cove to ber 3 all that had paffed. 

Thie visier, whoſe avarice kept. him 
waking, expected the return of his 


daughter with impatience: he feared 


leſt her charms ſhould prove too weak 
ta ſeduce Aboulcaſem; and paſſed the 


night in great diſquiet; but when he 


ſaw her return with the necklace, and 


when ſhe had ſhewed him the jewels 
which the young man gave her, his heart 
leaped with joy. © Well, my daugh- 
« ter ſays he, and have you ſeen the 
* treaſure? '——" Yes, Sir, replies Bal- 


cis; and, to giye you a juſt notion of 


it, I muſt tell you, that if all the kings 
* of the earth ſhould bring their riches 


© together, they would by no means be 
* equal to thoſe of Aboulcaſem: but, 


ho great ſoever the wealth of this 
* young man may be, I am charmed the 
« moſt with his politeneſs ande his gene- 
roſity. At the ſame time, ſherelated 
to him her whole adventure. He was 
not at all taken with the. moderation 
and virtue of the fon of Abdelaziz; he 
would rather have choſen to have his 
daughter diſhonoured, than that fhe 
ſhould return ignorant of the place 
where the treaſure lay concealed, 
White theſe things paſſed, Haroun 


Arraſchid continued his journey to- 


- wards Bagdad. As ſoon as this prince 
entered his palace, he {et his firſt vizier 
at liberty, and placed a greater confi- 
dence in him than ant Frere he had 
wen him the parti s of his journey, 
S Giafar, band he, what = I 427 
£ Thouknoweſt, that an emperor ſhould 
< never ſuffer himſelf to be ſurpaſſed in 
«© courteſy. If I only content myſelf 
* with ſending back to the generous 


r back 
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able things out of my treaſury, theß 
will appear but of ſmall value to, 
him, and far ſhort of the preſents. 
which he has made me. What ſhall I 
do, then, to overcome him in genero- , 
fity?*—" Sir,” ſays the vizier to him, 
if your majeſty will be advifed by me, 
2 ſhall write this very day to the 
ing of Baſra, and give him orders 
to place the government of the ſtate 
in the hands of young Aboulcaſem. 
We will Lfparch the courier imme 
diately; and, in a few days, Iwill 
go mylelf to carry your credentials 
to the new king,” 5 8 
The caliph highly approved this 
counſel, * You have reaſon,” fays he 
to his miniſter; * this will be a means 
to acquit myſelf to Aboulcaſem, and 
to do juſtice upon the King of Baſra 
and upon his vizier, who have con- 
© cealed from me the great ſums they 
* have drawn from this young man. 
It will be but juſt to puniſh them for 
the violence done to him; and they are 
not worthy of the employments which 
© they hold.“ Accordingly, he wrote 
immediately to the King of Baſra, and 
fent away his courier. In the newt. 
place, he went to the apartment of Zo- 
beide, to acquaint her with the ſucceſs 
of his journey, and to make her a pre- 
ſent of the little page, with the tree and 
the peacock: he gave her likewiſe the 
damſel; and Zobeide thought her ſo very 
charming, that ſhe ſaid to the emperor, 
with a ſmile, that ſhereceived this beau - 
titul flave with far greater pleaſure than 
all his other preſents, Theprince kept - 
only the cup for himſelf; the reſt of Ge 
things he gave to the Vizier Giafar: and 
this miniſter, as he had determined, or- 
dered all things to be ready for his jqur- 
ney in a few days. ä 


DAY XI. 
Af ſoon as the courier of the caliph 


1 arrived at Baſra, he went imme- | 
diately and delivered his diſpatches to 


the king, who was very much afflicted 


upon the reading of them, This prince 
ſhewed them to his vizier. Aboulfa- 
« tab,” ſays he, © ſee here what fatal 
© orders I receive from the commander 
of the faithful! May I diſpenſe with 
© my obedience to them You may, 
Sir,“ replies thę miniſter: © bear up 


* 


© Aboulcaſem the molt rare and'valu- * againſt your affliction; ==" 
| « 


n 


A a aa > a a a M „ 


- PERSIAN TALES. 


away his life, I will make every o 
believe him dead: it ſhall be my care 
to keep him ſo well concealed that he 
ſhall never be diſcovered; By this 
means you will continue ſtill to reignz 
and you will get all the riches of this 
young man into your poſſeſſion: for, 
when we have his perſon in our pow- 
er, we will inflict ſo many ſufferings 
upon him as ſhall oblige him to lay 
open his treaſure to us.'—* Do as 
< you think fit, replied the king: © but 
© what anſwer ſhall we return the ca- 
© liph?*—" In that affair, replies the 
vizier, © repoſe yourſelf on me: the 
Commander of the Faithful ſhall be 
© kept in ignorance, as well as the reſt 
© of the world, Leave it only to me to 
put in execution the deſign which I 
am forming; and give yourſelf no 
« farther trouble.” | 
Aboulfatah, accompanied with ſome 
courtiers, who knew nothing of his de- 
ſign, went to make a viſit to Aboulca- 


muſt be ruined. Without ry 


ſem; he received tliem like miniſters of 


the firſt rank, and treated them with 
magnificence. He made the vizier ſit in 
the place of honour; and paid him all 
imaginablecivilities, without having the 
leaſt ſuſpicion of his treachery. hile 
they were all at table, in the height of 
their mirth, over exquiſite wine, the 
traitor Aboulfatah watched his oppor- 
tunity to convey into the cup of the ſon 
of Abdelaziz a powder, which had the 
power in an inſtant to lock up all the 
tenſes, and to bring fo great a fthargy 
upon the whole body, as made it ſeem 
like a corpſe long fince deprived of life, 
The young man had no ſooner taſted 
of the cup, but he fainted away. His 
ſervants came up to ſuſtain him; but 
ſeeing, in a few minutes, all the ſigns of 
death upon bim, they laid him upon a 
tofa, and filled the houſe with lamenta- 
tions. All the gueſts, ſtruck with a ſud- 


den terror, became like ſtatues at the 


ſight. 


As for Aboulfatah, it is net to 
be imagined to what a height he carried 
his diſſimulation: he was not only fore- 
moſt to counterfeit an immoderate grief, 
but likewiſe tore his garments, and ex- 
cited the hole company to afflict them - 
ſelves by his example. After this, he 
gave orders to have à coffin made of 
ivory and ebony; and, while it was get - 
ting ready, he ſeized, upon all the ef. 
fects of Aboulcafem, and ſequeſtered 
them to the uſe of the king. 


29 
In the mean time, the news of this 
young man's death ſpread itſelf through | 
the city: all perſons of both ſexes-put 
on deep mourning, and came before tho 
gates of his houſe with their heads un- 
covered, and their feet bare. The old 


men and the young, the wives and the 


virgins, all wept alike; there was no- 
thing but cries and lamentations heard 
in the ſtreets; it ſeemed as if one had 
loſt in him an only ſon, another a bro- 
ther, others a huſband ; the rich and the 
poor were equally concerned in hisdeath: 
the rich had loſt a friend, that enter-- 
tained them agreeably; the poor a be- 
nefactor, whoſe charity never ceaſed; 
ſo that his death cauſed an univerſal” 
grief. | | 
The wretched Aboulcaſem was put 
into his coffin; and the people, by order 
from Aboulfatah, carried him without 
the city, into a large field of burial, 
where there were ſeveral tombs and mo- 
numents; particularly one very mag 
nificent, in which the father of this vi- 
zier lay, withother perſons of his fami- 
ly. The coffin was placed in this mo- 
nument; and the perfidious Aboulfa- 
tah, bowing his head down to his knees, 
ſmote upon his breaſt, and ſnewed all the 
actions of a man diſtracted with grief 
and deſpair. All thoſe who ſaw him, 
had compaſſion for him, and prayed Hea- 
ven to be his comfort, 
When night came on, the people re- 
turned into the city; but the vizier, with 
two of his flaves, remained in the mo 
nument, and double-locked the door,- 
They made a fire, and heated ſome wa- 
ter over it in a ſilver baſon; then taking 
Aboulcaſem out of the coffin, the chat” 
ed him with warm water. By degrees 
the young man recovered his ſpirits: he 
caſt his eyes upon Aboulfatah; and, re- 
collecting him, © Ah, Sir ' ſaid- he, 
© where are We? into what condition do 
ſee myſelf reduced !'-—* Wretch that 
thou art!” replied the miniſter, © know, 
that I have done this. It is by 
contrivance that you are brought hĩ- 
ther, to have you in my power to in- 
flict a thouſand evils upon you, if yow 
do not diſcover your treaſure to me. 
I will not eeaſe to torment you; I wilh- 
invent = day new puniſhments, till 
I render life inſuppor table to you, ex- 


cept you deliver up to me the hidden 
riekes that enable you to live in great 
er ſplendor than kings. I am ia 
your power to de with me as you 

; * pleaſe,” 
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« pleaſe,* anſwers Aboulcaſem; but I 
will not diſcover my treaſure,” 
Scarce had he ended theſe words, when 


the treacherous and cruel Aboulfatah 


commanded his ſlaves to hold faſt the 
ubfortunate ſon of Abdelaziz, while he 


drew from under his robe a ſcourge made 
king his maſter, Would to Heaven, 


of the thongs of a lion's hide, with which 
he laſhed him ſo long, and with fo much 


violence, that the young man fainted * | 
but, nevertheleſs, we muſt not yet give 


away. When the vizier ſaw him in 
this condition, he ordered his ſlaves to 
ut him again into the coſſin; then leav- 
ing him in the monument, which he took 
care to make faſt, he went home. 
On the morrow he went to give an 


account to the king of what he had done. 


© Yeſterday, Sir, ſaid he, I put the 
© courage of Abaulcaſem to the proof: 


© as yet it remains firm and unſhaken; 


© but [ believe it will not be able to 


Hold out long againſt the torments I 


* intend toprepare for him. The prince, 


who was no leſs cruel than his miniſter, 
faid to him, © Vizier, I am ſatisfied with 
1 . I hope we ſhall ſoon be able to 


© Jearn the place where the tre & 


aſure 11 


© In the mean time, the cour 
© ſent back without farther delay, In 

— uner- fffall we write to the 
„ galiph? — Write him word, replies 


Aboulfatah, that Aboulcaſem, when 


© he was apprized of the honour and 


© digmty conferred upon him, was ſo 
© tranſported with joy, and made ſuch 
an extravagant entertainment, that he 


* died ſuddenly with the exceſs of wine. 
The king approved the thought; and 


_ accordingly they wrote ſo, on the inſtant, 


to Haroun Arraſchid, and ſent back the 


courier. The vizier, who flattered him- 
elf that Aboulcaſem would now dif- 
eaver the treaſure to him, went out of 


the city with a reſolution to torment 
him afreſh. When he arrived at the 
monument, he was furprized to find the 
door of 1t open. 
troubled heart; and, ſeeing the fon of 


Abdelaziz was not in the coffin, ſcarce 
could be contain himſelf within his 


ſenſes. He returned in haſte to the pa- 
lace, and told the king what had hap- 


pened. The king was {truck with a 

_ deadly fear; and ſaid to him, O Waſ- 

* chy ! what will become of us? Now 

- © this young man has made his with 
© weare utterly ruined! He will go 

* xealy to Bagdad, and make his com- 


+ i 2 
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BOULFATA Hwas in the great. | 
eſt diſquiet imaginable, to ſet the 


victim of his avarice and hiscruelty now - 


He entered with a 


1 


no longer in his power; and ſaid to the 


* that I had taken away his life yeſter- 
© day! then ſhould we have been at eaſe: 


* ourſelves up to deſpair. If he has be- 
* taken himſelf to flight, as it is rea- 
© ſonable to believe, he cannot be far 


© from hence. Let us loſe no time to 


* call out the guards, and make a ſearch 
through the city, and in all the adja- 
cent parts; and, I hope, we ſhall find 
© him out.“ The king, without heſita- 
tion, gave into a propoſal that concern- 
ed him ſo nearly. He aſſembled all. his 
ſoldiers, and divided them into two bo- 
dies; he gave th one to the vizier, and 
put himſelf the head of the other: 
with theſe troops they ſearched the town 
andtheeenmtry round, 

While they were buſied in queſt of 
Aboulcaſem in all the villages, in the 
woods, and in the mountains, the Vi- 
zier Giafar, who was now upon the road, 
met the courier returning; who ſaid to 
him, Sir, it is to no purpoſe you ſhould 
go to Baſra, if Aboulcaſem is the only 
© buſineſs of your journey; for that 
* young man is dead, His funerals 
were folemnized two days ago: theſe 
« 
c 


eyes were the mournful witneſſes of 
it. Giafar, who had promiſed him- 
ſelf the pleaſure of ſeeing the new king, 
and the ſatisfaction of preſenting him 
with his credentials, was extremely af- 
flicted at his death. His eyes overflow- 
ed with tears; and, thinking it needleſs 
to continue his journey, he ſet his face 
towards Bagdad. 3 
Upon his arrival, he went with the 
courier directly to the palace. The ſor- 
row that was expreſſed in their counte- 
nances, ſoon gave the emperor to un- 
derſtand that they had ſome diſaſtrous 
news to tell him. Ah, Giafar!' cries 
the 2 your return is very ſpeedy: 
© what news do you bring ?*—" Com- 
© mander of the Faithful,” ſays the vi- 
zier, you little expect the ſad tidings 
© I have to relate to you. Aboulcaſem 
© is no more! the young man is dead 
c fince your departure from Baſra.” 
When Haroun Arraſchid heard theſe 
| | | words, 


1 


= 


words, he caſt himſelf down from his 


throne, and remained for ſome time ex- 
tended upon the earth, without any ſigns 
of life. His courtiers ran to bis relief; 
and, when they had recovered him from 


his ſwoon, he caſt his eyes about for the 


courier that returned from Baſra; and, 
finding him, hedemanded his diſpatches. 
The courier preſented them to him: the 

rince read them with great attention; 


then he ſhut himſelf up in his cloſet with 


Giafar, where he ſhewed him his letter 
from the king of Baſra; and, after hav- 
ing peruſed it feveral times, ſaid, * This 
does not ſeem very probable; J ſu- 
« ſpect the king of Baſra and his vizier. 
© Inſtead of executing my orders, I fear 
* they have put Aboulcaſem to death.” 
Sir, ſays Giafar, in his turn, Thave 
the ſame ſuſpicion; and I ſhould think 
© it adviſeable to put the king and his 
« yizier under arreſt. “ I have al- 
© ready determined it ſhall be fo,” re- 
plies Haroun. * Take ten thouſand of 
* my horſe-guards, and march directly 


© to Baſra; ſeize the two criminals, and 


bring them to me. I will avenge the 
© death of the moſt generous of ment“ 
Giafar obeyed: he (Hole out ten thou- 
ſand horſe, and marched at the head of 


| them. 


Let us now return to the ſon of Ab. 
delaziz; and ſay by what means it came 
to paſs, that theVizier Aboulfatah found 
him not in the ſepulchre, where he had 
left him. The young man, after he had 
remained a long time inſenſible, began 
to come to himſelf; when now he felt a 
ſtrong hold laid upon him to draw him 


out of the coffin, and lay him upon the 


ground. He imagined it to be the vi- 
zier and his ſlaves returned to torment 
him. Villains!“ ſays he, © give me 
my death, if your hearts are capable of 
© compaſſion. Spare your vain tortures, 
© ſince I declare again to you, all you 
can inflift upon me will never wreſt 
© the ſecret from me.'—* Fear not, 
young man, anſwers one of the per- 
ſons who had taken him out of the cof- 
fin; we come not to torment, but to 
deliver you.” At theſe words, Aboul- 
caſem opened his eyes; and, caſting them 
upon his deliverers, amongſt them he 
diſcovered the young lady to whom he 
had ſhewn his treaſure. * Ah, Madam!“ 
ſaid he, is it to you thatT owe my life?” 
— Yes, Sir!” replies Balkis; it is to 


me and to Prince Aly, my lover, who 


* ſtands here. Acquainted by me with 
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their way into the city. 
home, and returned the key of the monu- 


3 * 
your generous temper, he was deſi- 
rous to ſhare the pleaſure with me of 
delivering you from death. True 
it is:“ fays Prince Aly; and I would 
a thouſand times expoſe my life, ſovn- 
er than ſuffer ſo brave a man to periſh.” 
The fon of Abdelazig, now entirely 
reſtored to his ſtrength hy virtue of ſome 
cordials which they gave him, demand- 
ed of them, how they camę to know 


that he was {till alive. „Sir, ſaid Bal- 


kis to him, I am the daughter of the 
< Vizier Aboulfatah: I was not de- 
ceived with the falſe rumour of your 
death; I ſuſpected my, father of all 
that he has (lone; and J gained ons 
of his flaves, who let me into the 
whole ſecret, This flave is one of 
the two that were here with my fa- 
ther; and as he had the key of the 
monument given into his keeping, he 
intruſted it to me. I immediately ad- 
vertifed Prince Aly of it; who, with- 
ont any loſs of time, found means to 
join me, with ſome of his moſt truſty 
ſervants. We made.what haſte we 
could to your reſcue; and, thanks be 
to Heaven! we are not come too late.“ 
Great God!” faid Aboulcaſem, is 
© it poſſible that fo bale, ſo cruel a fa- 
© ther, ſhould have a daughter of ſo 
© noble a mind?“ Come, Sir,” ſay 


Prince Aly, © we have no time-to Tolez 


© there is no doubt but the vizier, to- 
morrow, when he finds you not in the 
monument, will cauſeyou to be ſearch- 
ed after with the utmoſt diligencez 
therefore, I ſhall conduct you to m 

houſe, where you will be ſafe: I ſhall 
never be ſuſpected to have given you 
refuge.“ Aboulcaſem was adviſed to 


Vn aA ‚ a T 5A «A 


* diſguiſe himſelf in the habit of a ſlave: 


after which they all went out of the mo- 
nument, leaving the door open; and took 
Balkis went 


ment to the ſlave; and Prince Aly con- 
ducted the ſon of Abdelaziz to his houſe; 


vhere he kept him ſo well concealed, that 


his enemies never had the leaſt notice of 


him. 


DAY XV. 
BOULCASE M remained with 
Prince Aly, who uſed him withall 
imaginable friendſhip and hoſpitality, 


till ſuch time as the king and the vizier, 


deſpairing ever to find him, gave over 


all farther ſearch, Then Prince Aly 


furniſhed 
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aid to him, © You may make your eſ- 
+ cape; the is open to you: your 
4 enemies radar 545 is * 
vou; ſo that you may go wherever 
-« you pleaſe.” The ſon of Abdelaziz 
#hanked this gallant prince for all his 
Ekindneſſes; and aſſured him that he would 
Bold them in remembrance for ever. 
Prince Aly embraced him; ſaw him de- 


part; and prayed Heaven to be his guide. 
Abaulcaſem tock the road of Bagdad, 
and arrived happily-there-in a few days. 


The, firſt thing he did, after he came in- 
to the city, was to go to the place where 
the merchants aſſemblect His only hopes 
were, to find out there the perſon whom 
he had entertained at Baſra, and to relate 
to him the hardſhips he had undergone. 
It was a.great trouble to him not to be 
uble to find him out: he ran the town 


over; and examined the faces of all he 
met, in hopes to recolle& him. Tired 
to and fro, he 


at laſt with wanderi 
tayed to reſt himſelf before the pa- 
ace of the caliph. The little page, 
-which he had given to this.prince, hap- 
pened then to be at the window; and 
che child, caſting his eyes by chance up- 
vn him, knee him. Upon this he ran im- 
mediately to the emperor's apartment: 
Sir, aid he, I have juſt now ſeen 
my old maſter of Bafra.” 
| . gave no credit to him: Thou 
art miſtaken, replies he; Aboulca- 


I *, 


4 ſem is not alive: miſled by a reſem- 
'*+ lance. of bim, thou haſt taken ſome 


* other perſon for him.—“ No, no, 
Commander of the Faithful, 22 
the page, I am very certain it is he; 
771 know him well.“ Although the 
caliph did not believe this account, yet 
Ae was curious to examine. farther into 
zit: he ſent immediately one of the of- 
ficers with the page, to ſee if the man 
was truly the fon of Abdelaziz. They 


Found him ſtill in the ſame place; be- 


cauſe e his part, that he 


mond know eve ages he waited 
E 


for his coming again to the window. 
When the page was now convinced 
that he coul not be miſtaken, he threw 
himſelf at the feet of Aboulcaſem; who 
raiſed him from the ground, and aſk ed 


him if he had the honour to belong to 


A caliph. x IId: 
it is the Commander of the Faithful 
4 himſelf that you entertaiued at Baſra; 
and it is to him that you gave me. 
| 1 
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furniſhed hem wich gold and jewels;and, . Go along with mez for the emperor 
mounting him upon an excellent mw * will be glad to ſee you.” "Upon thi 


the young man of Baſra was exceeding- 
ly furprized. Atlaſt he conſented to fol- 
low the page and the officer into the pa- 
lace; where he was immediately brought 
into the preſence of Haroun, This prince 
was ſeated upon a ſofa. At the ſight of 
Abouleaſem he was moved after a ver 
extraordinary manner: he roſe from his 
feat with eagerneſs in his looks; and, 
eng the young man, caught him 
in his arms, and held him faſt in his em- 
.braces, without being able to ſpeak a 
word for ſome time; ſo greatly was he 
tranſported with joy. 
When he was a little recovered from 
the emotions of his heart at ſuch an un- 


expected ſight, he ſaid to the fon of Ab- 
oo 


4 2, O young man! lift up thy eyes, 
and behold thy happy gueſt ! It is me 
© thou didſt entertain ſo handſomely; it 
is me to whom thou gaveſt preſents, 
* which kings cannot iual.“ At theſe 
words Aboulcaſem, who was in no Teſs 
a ſurprize than the caliph, and who, as 


yet, out of reſpect, did not dare to lift 
up his eyes, 1 upon him, and re- 


collecting him; * O my ſovereign lord 
and maſter!* cried he; © O monarchof 
© the world! is it you that came under 
the roof of your flave?* In ſpeaking 
of which, he caſt himſelf, with his face 
to the earth, at the feet of the emperor; 
who raiſed him, and made him fit by 
him upon the ſofa. 
Is it poſſible,” ſays the prince, that 
vou are ſtill alive? How comes it to 
«-paſs?* Then Aboulcaſem related to 
him the cruelty: of Aboulfatah, and 
what means he had eſcaped the fury o 
that vizier. .Haroin gave an attentive 
ear to his ſtory; and, when he bad made 
zan end, ſaid to him, I have been the 
« cauſe of your latter misfortunes. 
When I returned to Bagdad, I was 
© impatient to acquit mytelf in ſome 
* meaſure of my obligations to yon. To 
this end I fenta courier to the king af 
« Baſra; and I wrote him, that my in- 
© tention was, he ſhould reſign his crown 
© togou. He, inſtead of executing 
orders, reſolved with himſelf to take 
c no E for, beaſſured, it was 
the deſign of & boulfatah not to let au 
+6 Jive. ; dee oblige you, 
by. the force gfrtortures,;to make you 
diſcover to him your tresſure, were 
the only reaſons:fot his deferring your 
death: but vou ſhall he revenged; 
” f « Giafar 
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47 t Gizfar is ſet out with a great number 
is © of troops to Baſra: he has my orders 
8 to ſeize upon both your perſecutors, 
* and to bring them to me. In the 
+M 1 © mean time, you ſhall remain in my 
cht 1 palace, and be ſerved there by my of- 
ge 1 « ticers like myſelf.” 3 
of pw Having ſpoke theſe words, he took the 
4 1 young man by the hand, and led him 
Us down into a garden abounding in the 
d, E1 moſt beautiful flowers. Here were ſeve- 
wm = ral baſons of marble, of porphyry, and 
n- Ew, of jaſper, the repoſitories of numbers of 
A = themoſt beautiful kinds of fiſh. In the 
he f middle of the garden were to be ſeen 
s twelve pillars of black marble, of an 
m 1 extraordinary height, which ſupported 
n- 4 4 dome whoſe inhde was vaulted with 
b- S ſandal and wood of aloes, The inter- 
s,  Afiices of the columns were filled up 
ne = with double lattices of gold, which 
it 1 formed an aviary all around, inhabited 
„, = by the choiceſt ſinging- birds of every 
(e E kind; who, by their warbling, filled 
ls the air with an exquiſite variety, of har- 
as = : mony. | 1 
ift . = ?. Under this dome were the baths of 


Harun Arraſchid. Here the prince 
and his gueſt bathed themſelves: after 
which ſeveral officers covered them with 
linens of the fineſt ſpinning, which had 
never been ufed before. Orders were 
given to cloath Aboulcaſem in a rich 
dreſs; and the-caliph then conducted 


with him. There were ſerved up to the 
table broths made of the juices of the 
moſt delicate fleſh. After this, the table 
was covered with pomegranates of Am- 
laſs and of Ziri, with peaches of Exh- 
lat, with grapes of Melah, and of Se- 


After they had refreſhed themſelves 
with the ſoups and the fruits, and drank 
of the moſt delicious wines, the empe- 
ror carried Aboulcaſem to the apart- 
ment of Zobeide. 

This princeſs was ſeated upon a throne 
of gold, attended by all ber ſlaves, who 
ſtood ranged on either hand. Some of 
them had tabors in their hands, ſome 
ſoft fates, and others bore harps. At 
that time they made no uſe of their in- 
ſtruments; they were taken up in at- 
tention to a damſel, that exceeded the- 
reſt in beauty, and whofſung an air 
to the following purpoſe — That we 
ſbould love but once; but that ave ſhould 
love as loug as ave live: and, while ſhe 
ſung, the damſel that Aboulcaſem had 
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him into a hall, where he made him eat 


viſe, and with the pears of Iſpahan. 
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33 
given to the cali ph played upon her lut 

made of the wood of aloes, of ivory, of 
ſandal; and of ebony. As ſoon as Zo- 
beide perceived the emperor and the ſon 
of Abdelaziz, ſhe came down from her 
throne to. receive them. © Madam,? 
ſays Harowun to her, I come to pre- 
« ſent to you my hoſt of Baſra,* The 
young man proſtrated himſelf immedi- 
ately before the princeſs with his face 
to the earth. While he continued in 
this poſture, a ſudden noiſe was heard 
among the ſlaves; ſhe that had juſt done 
ſinging, happening to caſt her eyes up- 
on Aboulcaſem, cried out, and fainted 
aways | | 


DAT xv. 


HE emperor and Zobeide turned 
themſelves towards the ſtave; and 
the ſon of Abdelaziz, raiſing himſelf 
up, likewiſe turned his eyes upon her: 
but no ſooner had he viewed her, than 
he likewiſe fainted; a darkneſs overs 
ſpread his eyes, and a.dead paleneſs co- 
vered his face, that one would have 
thought him juſtexpiring. The caliph, 
diligent to aſſiſt him, held him in his 
arms; and, by degrees, brought him to 
himſelf again. : 
When Aboulcaſem had recovered his 
ſpirits, he ſaid to the prince, © Conr- 
© mander of the Faithful, Ihave already 
© told you my adventures at Cairo. 
This flave, whom you lee, is the per- 
ſon who was thrown with me into 
the Nile this is Dardane !'—* Is it 
poſſible !* cries the emperor. ea 
ven be praiſed for ſo wonderful an 
event!” 
In the interim, the ſlave, by the aſſiib- 
ance of her companions, regained tie 
uſe of her tenſes; ſhe would have thrown 
1erſelf proftrate at the feet of the ca- 
liph, who prevented her; and aſked her 
by what miracle the was yet alive, after 
having been plunged into the Nile. 
Commander of the Faithful,” rephed 
ſhe, I felb into the nets cf a fiſherman, 
* who by chance was at that inſtant 
drawing them out of the water, He 
was nota little ſurprized when he faw 
what he had taken; and, perceiving 
that I breathed, he carried me to his 
houſe. He endeavoured there to che- 
riſn in me the {mall remains of life; 
and, in time, he reſtored me to my- 
&1f; after which, I gave him a full 
account 
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| c account of myſelf, and of what had 


befallen me. This put him into ſome 
* conſternation; for he feared leſt the 
© Sultan of Egypt ſhould come to know 
© that he had ſaved me. Thinking, 
© therefore, he might be in danger of 
& Joſhing his own life for having been 
© acceſſary to the preſervation of mine, 
© he took the fell opportunity to diſ- 
© poſe of me to a merchant of flaves, 
E who was going to Bagdad. The mer- 
« chant brought me to this city; and, 
Ein a little time, preſented me to the 
© princeſs Zobeide, who gave him his 


© price for me.” 


During the time the ſlave ſpoke, the 
ealiph eyed her attentively; and, find- 
fa, of an exquiſite beauty, Aboul- 
© caſem,* cried he, when ſhe had done 


ſpeaking, * I no longer wonder that 


you have always preſerved the me- 
®* mory of ſo beautiful a perſon. I ren- 
© der my thanks to Heaven, that con- 
ducted her hither, to give me an op 
portunity of acquitting myſelf to- 
* wards you. Dardane is no longer a 
© ſlave; henceforward ſhe is free. —I 
* believe, Madam, continues he, turn- 
ing to Zobeide, that you are not un- 


willing ſhe ſhould have her liberty. 


© No, Sir,” replies the princeſs; I free- 
© ly conſent to it, and rejoice at it; 
© wiſhing the two lovers may taſte the 
* ſweets of a long and perfect union, 
© after the misfortunes that have ſepa- 


'6 rated them.” 


Neither ĩs this all, replies Haroün; 
I will have their marriage conſum- 
< mated in my palace, and will give my 
orders to make publick rejoicings for 
© three days in Bagdad, I cannot ufe 
my hoſt of Baſra with too great ho- 
© nour.— Ah, Sir!' ſays Aboulca- 
fem, throwing himſelf at the feet of 
the emperor, * as you are above all other 


men by your rank, ſo are you likewiſe | 


'© in your generoſity. Give me leave to 
s diſcover my treaſure to you, and that 
from this day I may deliver it into 
« your poſſeſſion.— By no means!” 
replies the caliph; * enjoy your treaſure 
in quiet: I will not claim fo much as 
s what is my right out of it; and may 
* you live to make uſe of all your 


„ riches?” 


+ #Zobeide intreated Dardané and the 
-fon of Abdelaziz to entertain her with 
their ſtories; and then ordered they 
ſhould be written in letters of * 


After this, the Emperor gave his orders 


for the preparations of their nuptials, 
which were celebrated with extraordi- 


nary poinp. The publick rejoicings 
that followed were yet on foot, when 
the Vizier Grafar was ſeen to return 
with the troops, and to lead Aboulfatalr 
in bonds : as for the King of Baſra, 
not being able to find Aboulcaſem, he 
died with grief. 


As ſoon as Giafar had rendered an 


account ef his commiſſion to his ma- 
ſter, there was a ſcaffold built before 
the palace: the wicked Aboulfatah was 
condemned to mount it. All the peo- 
ple, who had heard of the cruelty of 
this vizier, were fo far from having an 


ity for him, that they cried out, with 


zmpatience, for his execution: and 
now the miniſter of juſtice ſtood, with 


his ſabre in his hand, ready to ſtrike off 


the head of the criminal; when the fon 
of Abdelaziz, falling proſtrate before 
the caliph, faid to him, Commander 


of the Faithful! grant the life of 


© Aboulfatah to my intreaties: let him 
live; let him be a witneſs of my hap- 
* pineſs; let him ſee the favours you 
© heap upon me; and will he not be 
© ſufhciently puniſhed?? 

O too generous Aboulcaſemlꝰ cried 
the emperor, how well 3 deſerve to 
© reign! How happy will the people of 
* Baſra be to have you for their king! 
— Sir, ſays the young man, I have 
© yet one favour to atk of you. Give 
© to Prince Aly the throne you deſign 
© for me; let him reign, with the lady 
© who generouſly delivered me from the 


© cruelty of her father: they are two 


lovers worthy of this great honour. 
For me, while I enjoy the favour and 
© protection of the Commander of the 


„ Faithful, I ſtand in no need of a 
© crown; and I am more to be envied 


© than kings.” 

The caliph, to recompenſe Prince 
Aly for the ſervice he had done to the 
fon of Abdelaziz, ſent him his creden- 
tials, and conſtituted him King of 


Baſra: but, judging Aboulfatah too 


criminal to have his liberty granted with 
his life, he ordered this vizier to be ſhut 
up in a dark tower the reſt of his days. 
When the people of Bagdad came to 
know that it was the injured perſon 
who begged the life of his perſecutor, 
they extolled young Aboulcaſem to the 
{kies. He, in a few days after, returned 
to Baſra with his beloved Dardans; 
both attended by troops out of the ca- 
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Here Sutlumenẽ concluded the hiT- 
tory of Aboulcaſem of Baſra: all the 
women of the Princeſs of Caſmire ap- 
plauded her very much; ſome praiſed 
the magnificence and generoſity of the 
young man of Baſra; others were of 
opinion, that the Caliph Haroun Arra- 
ſchid was not leſs generous than hez 
ſome, taken only with the love part, 
faid that Aboulcaſem had been a very 
faithful lover. Upon which Farruck- 
naz, breaking ſilence, ſaid, I cannot 
© agree with you: Balkis went very 
near to make him forget Nardane. I 
will have a lover, if death ſhould de- 
prive him of his miſtreſs, regret her 
always fo tenderly, that he ſhall be 
incapable of a new paſſion: but the 
mgn, it ſeems, do not pretend to {0 
unwearied a conitancy.'—< Pardon 
me, Madam, ſays Sutlument; there 
have been men whoſe fidelity has been 
proof againſt time, and all the acct- 
dents of life. You will be convinced 
of it, if you will but have the pati- 
© ence to attend to the hiſtory of King 
© Ruzvanſchadandof the Princeſs Che- 
© heriſtany.— Very well,” replied Far- 
rucknaz; * I am willing to hear it.” 
Upon which the nurſe began in the fol- 
lowing manner. | 


THE HISTORY OF KING RUZVAN- 
SCHAD AND OF THE PRINCESS 
CHEHERISTANY. 


T* HERE was a king of China whoſe 
name was Ruzvanſchad: he went 


one day a hunting; and he happened 


to meet with a white doe, beautifully 
ſprinkled with blue and black ſpots, 
with rings of gold upon her feet, and 
upon her back a yellow ſattin, bordered 
round with embroidery of filver, 

At this extraordinary fight the prince 
expreſſed an eagerneſs to purſue the 
game, and put his horſe to the full ſpeed, 
in hopes of taking the doe: but the 
eluded his purſuit, and fled with ſuch 


incredible ſwiftneſs, that he ſoon loſt 
ſight even of the duſt ſhe raiſed by the 


rapidity of her flight. He now loſt all 
hopes of ever ſeeing her again; and was 
very much mortified with the thoughts 
of his ill fortune, when ſhe preſented 


her ſelf to his eyes a ſecond time, He | 


PERSIAN TALES. 
tiph's guards, and followed by a very diſcovered her lying upon the graſs near 


a fountain, where ſhe ſeemed to ref 


herſelf after the fatigue of her chace. 
He puts his horſe again to the ſpeed; 
but his endeavours to take her were 
vain : the doe, ſeeing him now near at 
hand, raiſed herſelf lightly, and bound- 
ing two orthree times from the ground, 
ſhe plunged into the water, and diſap- 
peared. 5 


DAY XVII. 
41 King of China leaped in- 


ſtantly from his horſe; he runs, 
he fatigues himſelf, and takes a great 
many turns about the fountain: he ſtirs 
up the water, and ſearches for his prey 
to the very bottom; but, finding no ap- 
pearance of it, he remains deeply aſto- 
niſhed with the adventure. His vizier, 
and his other attendants, were no leſs 
{urprized. The king, after ſeveral re- 
flections with himſelf, ſald that he 


could not imagine what he ſa was in 


reality a wald doe; but rather ſome 


nymph, who, under that ſhape, took a 


pleaſure indeluding hunters : his cour- 
tiers were of the ſame opinion. 

In the mean time, Ruzvanſchad could 
not diſengage his eyes from the foun- 
tain; and ſighs, which he could not c- 
count for, from time to time, roſe with - 
in his breaſt. I amreſoived,” ſays he 
to his vizier, © to paſs the night here: 
my curioſity obliges me to watch this 
* nymph; and fomething whiſpers me, 
© methinks, that I ſhall fee her riſe out 
c 


of the water.” This reſolution taken, © 


he ſent back his whole retinue, except= 
ing the vizier. They fat themſelves 
down upon the graſs, and continued 


talking of the white doe till night came 


on: then the king, fatigued with his 
chace, was inclined to take a little reſt, 
« Muezin,* ſays he to his vizier; © I can 
© hold up no longer; watch you while 
I fleep: never take your eyes off from 
© the fountain; and, if any thing ap- 


| pears, be ſure you awaken me.” Mue- 


zin, though very much tired, watched 
a while to pleaſe the king; but, at laſt, 
overpowered with drowſineſs, he fell 
aſleep, notwathſtanding his endeavours 
to the contrary. 

Their ſlumbers were of no long du- 
rance: awaking both at a time, they 
ſtarted up at the ſound of a raviſhing 
ſymphony that ſeemed not far from 
them; and, to compleat their aſtoniſh- 
ment, they ſaw juſt before them a very 

E 2 magnificent 


magnificent palace all illuminated, 
which ſeemed to be raiſed by ſome 
power more than human. Muezin,?, 
ſays the king in a low voice, what can 
this mean? What concert is it that 
ſtrikes our cars? What palace pre- 
ſents itſelt to our eyes? — Sir, replies 
the vizier, all this, without doubt, is 
ſomething more than natural! It 
© muſtbeenchantment! Would to Hea- 
ven we had abandoned this fountain! 
This palace is, perhaps, a ſnare laid 
« by ſome magician for your majeſty !* 
m— Beit what it may, ſays the prince, 
think not that I will turn back out of 
fear, Let us march up to the palace, 
and ſee what kind of inhabitants there 
are. Seek not to terrify me by preſag- 
ing ill omens: the more you repreſent 
to me-of dangers, the greater will be 
my deſire to attempt them,” 

The vizier, ſeeing his maſter deter- 
mined to run ali hazards, did not dare 
to oppoſe himſelf any farther to his in- 
Elinations. They went both directly up 
to the palace; and now, arriving at the 
gates, they found them open: they en- 
tered into a hall floored with china, and 
furniſhed out with ſofas and tapeſtry of 

old brocade, and perfumed with the 
picheſt odours. They croſſed over this 
Hall, Where they ſaw nobody, and went 
Into another; in which, upon a throne 
of gold, fat a young lady, covered with 
Jewels, the brightneſs of whoſe beauty 
Jurprized them. 
She ſeemed to give ſtrict attention to 
fifty or ſixty damſels; of which ſome 
lung, and others played upon the lute: 
they were all in habits of a roſe-coloured 
tafteta, thick-fown with pearls, and 
food up before the throne. Ruzvan- 
Tfchad never heard finer voices, nor more 
moving muſick: notwithſtanding which 
he was wholly taken up with the lady 
who ſat upon the throne, 
When the damſels perceived this 
YMince, they put a ſtop to their muſick: 
ke made a profound reverence; and, 
advancing into the middle of the hall, 
he addreſſed himſelf in the following 

Fpeech to the lady, with whoſe charms 

he was already mitten“ O charming 

* princeſs! ruler of hearts! the very 

fight of whom has added to the num- 

© ber of your ſlaves the ſovereign lord 
© of China; let me humbly defire to 

© know the name of ſo wondrous a 

nymph, whoſe beauty bears ſo irre- 


filtible a power? The lady ſmiled at 
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© miraculous changes? 
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theſe words; and made anſwer, I 
am a doe, who lead lions captive: I 
am the prey which you this day pur. 
© ſued, and which plunged itſelf into 
© the fountain.*—< But, Madam, ſays 
the prince, what am I to think of theſe 
My love is 
© alarmed at them! How can I be fa- 
© tisfied that what I now ſee is not a 
* falſe appearance? . No, replies the 
lady; © I ſhew anyſelf now to you in 
© my natural ſhape. * It is true that I 
© change my form when [ pleaſe: I hew 
© myſelf-to men, and vaniſh from their 
8 ſight, as Ithink fitting; and the power 
© of transforming myſelf into what ap- 
* pearance I will, is a prerogative Hea- 
© yen has given me by my birth.” 

At thefe words the lady came down 
from her throne, approached the king, 
took him by the hand, and led him into 
a chamber; where there was a table 
covered with the choiceſt delicgies. 
She made him {it down, and placed her- 
ſelf between him and Mu-zin; who, 
from all he ſaw, preſaged no good to 
his maſter, and expected ſome un fortu- 
nate event. 

As for the young king, he was 
charmed with the lady: no reflections 
diſturbed the pleaſure he took in gazing 
upon her. He was efficious to ſerve her; 
but ſhe ſaid to him, Do you two eat; 
for us the very ſmell of perfumes, or 
© of meats, is ſufficient novurriture,? 


DAY XVIII. 


HEN the prince and his vizier 

had done eating, two damſels 
preſented to each of them a cup of agate 
filled with wine of a purple colour: as 
faſt as they drank, the damiels took 


care to repleniſh their cups. There was 


wine likewiſe brought to the lady; but 
ſhe drank not of it; the contented her- 
ſelf with ſmelling to it, which upon her 
had as great an effect as the liquor it- 
ſelf upon Ruzvanſchad. They began 
to grow warm; and the king ſpoke a 
thouſand paſſionate things to the lady; 
who, yielding to the inclinations of his 
heart, replied to him in the following 
terms, 
Prince, although you are a being of 
an inferior nature to mine, J have not 
been able to refrain from loving you. 
To the end you may be ſenſible of the 
value you ſhould put upon the con- 
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T queſt which you have made, I would 
© not have you be longer ignorant who 
I am. Therelies in the ſea an iſland 
called Cheheriſtan: this ifland is in- 
habited by Genii, and governed 
a king whoſe name is Menoutcher. 
am the only daughter of this prince, 
and am called Cheheriftany. 

© [t is now three months ſince I left 
my father's court; and ſince, out of a 
curioſity to ſee the different countries 
inhabited by the ſons of Adam, I 
take a pleaſure in travelling, I have 
compaſſed the whole world; and I was 
now upon my return to Cheheriſtan, 
when, croſſing over your realms, I 
happened this very day to ſee you 
hunting. Iſtopped to gaze upon you: 
I found a ſudden diſorder within my - 
ſelf; and, while you were ſtill in my 
ſight, I was loſt in thought. My 
breaſt heaved with fighs; and find- 
ing that, in ſpite of all my reaſon, I 
was become your captive, I bluſhed 
in fecret, ** Is it poſſible,” faid I, 
ce that a man ſhould cauſe all this diſ- 
* order within me? Shall a ſon of A- 
& dam triumph over my pride?” I was 
aſhamed of my weaknels, and would 
fain have withdrawn myſelf imme- 
diately from your prefence; but, held 
as it were by the force of a charm, I 
had not the power to do it: then, 

ielding to the tender emotions of my 
$248 which ſtayed my wandering 
footiteps, I now only ſtudied the 
means to render myſelf pleaſing in 
your fight. I took upon me the form 
of a white doe, and came fullin your 
way to draw you after me. You pur- 
ſued me; and, after I had thrown my- 
ſelf into the fountain, you cannot ima- 
gine with what pleaſure I ſaw you ex- 
amine the water to find me out, I 
was tranſported to fee you ſo reſtleſs; 
and I took it for a lucky preſage. 
When I heard your diſcourie, I was 
raviſhed to find that you were reſolved 
to paſs he night at the fountain: 
while you ſlept I raiſed up this palace 
to receive you; the Genu that ſerve 
me built it in an inſtant.” 
Cheheriſtany was going to proceed, 
when a dainſel entered in great afflic- 
tion. 'Theprinceſs, reading in hercoun-" 
tenance the ſorrowful news ſhe brought, 
broke out into lamentable cries; then ſhe 
{mote upon her face, and wept bitterly. 
What a moving ſpectacle muſt this be 
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heart with the grief which ſhe expreſſed, 
he was impatient to know the cauſe of 
it: and now he was about to demand 
it of her, when the damſel, who newly 
arrived, came up to the princeſs, and 
ſaid, O queen]. you know, that the 
* Genii, although their term of years 
be longer than what is granted to men, 
© are nevertheleſs ſubject, like them, t 
death, You have loſt the king your 
father; he has changed this periſhable 
life for one that is eternal. The 
whole people demand you; they ex- 
pect you with impatience to rule over 
them. Haſten, therefore, to receive 
the homage of your new ſubjects, who 
are cager to render you the honours 
due to you. The grand vizier, my 
father, charged me to haſten your N- 
turn.” 
* Maimona,* anſwers the princeſs, 
it is enough. I will recompenſe thegeal 
© of your father, and the duty whichyou 
© have ſhewn. I ſhall go with you this 
© inſtant, —Adieu, prince,” adds. the, 
turning to Ruzvanſchad; then, reachin 
out to him one of her fair hands, which 
he kiſſed with tranſport, © I muſt leave 
© you: but, be aſſured, that a day will 
© come when we ſhall meet again. 
© I then find you a faithful and a paſ- 
© ſionate lover, I will have no other lord 
© but you. | 
This ſaid, ſhe diſappeared, Imme- 
diately the light of the tapers that ſhone 
in the palace was all loſt in the thickeſt 
ſhades of night. The King of China 
and his vizier remained in utter dark- 
neſs, till the day-light coming on, gave 
them a new ſurprize; for, while the 
imagined themſelves to be ſtil] in the 
palace, they ſaw nothing but a defart 
country all around, without the leaſt 
appearance of a houſe, a 
Muezin,' ſays the prince, looking 
about him, * are we to take all that has 
© happened for a dream ?'—* No, Sir,” 
replies the yizier; © I rather believe it 
* to be ſome enchantment. The lady 
we have ſeen is ſome foul ſorcereſs, 
who, to inſpire you with love, took 
upon her the reſemblance of a beauti- 
ful nymph; and all the fair damſels, 
that ſung and played fo exquiſitely 
upon the lute, are ſo many demons de- 
voted to her charms.” 
How prohable ſoever the opinion of 
Muezin ſeemed, the king was too much 
enamoured to be perſuaded by him. He 
was unwilling to forfeit the favourable 
thoughts 


A R fn a X «aA „K 


* 2 1 
—— — — — 2 
— 
— — — 
IG 2 e 
* wy > — Lag a ans +, ” 
DS fd — 
— « INV 


2 
2 


—— 

—— 
. * 7 - 
S. 


2224344 
5 — — — — 
— — LINES _ 


Ld 


— 


hk 2 3 
9 


, N 1 29 — — 9924 wh 
3 2 — 
* TE \ nn > S 
2 * 1 hg = Chad — ge 3 
2 2 ow , 3 es py — 
. L 5 ern * 
> pi Som . e 


he IT 
” — cena 
E 2 9 
bo - 4 UE IN tt 
5 * . wa 
n 2 — 
ren py 
Wa av rg I 22 
- n 
D 8 
ez 
5 


— 2 
— 
— 
a — ae 
— — 
8 r 
94 TY 
NA 8 
— * - % 
d * 
n 
— 
4 


thouvF#hts be had conceived ah 
and he returned to his palac full of re- 
ſolutions to preſerve always a lively and 
a tender remembrance of her. And, in- 


1 + deed, fo far was he from forgetting her, 


notwithſtanding he heard no more of 
Ker, and that the vizier daily ſtrove to 


. combat his paſſion, that he fell into a 


melancholy. He abandoned all 


Bis pleaſures, and had no reliſh for any 
Hut that of hunting; neither did he take 


any delight to hunt, but in the place 
where his white doe appeared to him, 
and where he often flattered himſelf he 
{might ſee her again. | 
In the mean time, it was now almoſt 
a year that he loved, without any reaſon 
fo hope thathis love was not fixed upon 
a phantom. He began now to fear that 
xt he had ſeen was no more than an 


enchantment. He refolved upon tra- 


velling, in hopes the variety of objects 
rnight ſerve to amuſe him, and help him 
dy gegrees to wear out the impreſſion 
from his mind. He left the govern- 


ment of bis kingdom to Muezin; and, 


_ votwithſtanding all that this miniſter 
 eouldfay to hinder him from the reſo- 
lution he took of going unaccompanied, 
he ſet out by night quite alone. He was 
mounted upon a fine horſe, with a ſaddle 
and- bridle covered with gold, and en- 
riched with Fubies and emeralds. His 
dabit was very magnificent, and he gird- a 
ed upon his thigh a large ſcymitar in a 
ſcabbard ſtudded with diamonds. 
He had already-crofied over his own 
realms; and was now arrived upon the 
frontiers of Thibet. He journeyed on 
towards the capital of this kingdom: 
and now he was two little days journey 
diftant from it, when he ſtopped under 
2 tree whoſe ſpreading boughs caſt a 
thick made. Scarce was he alighted 
fromiis horſe, to repoſe himſelf a while, 
when he perceived, hard by him, under 
another tree, a lady, who ſeemed not 


above eighteen years of age. He found 


her fitting on the ground, with her head 
ſupported by ot and; ſhe ſeemed loft 
in thought; and, by the melancholy air 
of her countenance, it was natural to be- 


lieve ſome misfortune had befallen her. 


Her garment was all torn; which, not- 
withſtanding, it was eaſy to perceive that 
the was very beautiful, and a perſon of 
no mean rank. Ruzvanſchad came up 
to her; and, offering his aſſiſtance, de- 
manded of her who ſhe was. The lady 
made anſwer—* I am the daughter and 
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© the wife of a king; and yet I am not 
hat I ſay. Tama princeſs; and am 


* 


© not what I am.” 


DAY xx. 


1 E King of China knew not what 
1 to think of the young lady; he 
imagined her 


your reaſon; and believe me ready to 
ſerve you in any thing that lies within 
my power.. Sir,” Gy ſhe, fit is no 
wonder you look upon me as a diſ- 
tracted perſon, What I have ſaid to 


BS 


I ſhall acquaint you with them. 


THE HISTORY OF THE YOUNG KING. 
OF THIBET, AND OF THE PRIN® 


CESS'OF THE NAIMANS, 


T's I Am,” continues ſhe, © the daughter 


* of aking of the Naimans. I was 


* the only child of my father: when he 


© died, all the grandees and the people 
© proclaimed me queen. I was then but 
* four years old; fo that, during my 
minority, the government of the ſtate 
was put into the hands of the vizier 
* Aly-Bin-Haytam, who married my 


* nurſe, and whoſe capacity was very 


© well known. This wiſe minifter had 
likewiſe the care of my education. He 
now began to inſtruct me in the arts 
of government; and I was almoſt ripe 
for the management of affairs, when 


crowns as ſhe pleaſes, tumbled me 
down from the throne into the moſt 
unfortunate condition of life. Prince 
Moũüaffack, my father's brother, who 
was thought long fince dead, and re- 
ported to have been killew in a battle 
againſt the Moguls, appeared unex- 
pectedly in the country of the Nai- 


who formerly had been his friends, 
joined themſelves to his intereſt; they 
ſeconded his ambition, and ſtirred up 
a rebellion in the ſtate in his favour. 
The Vizier Aly ſtrove in vain to quell 
it; all his endeavours to ftifle the 
faction did but inflame it the more: 
in a word, all my ſubjects were ſe- 

" " #& © quced 


grief had impaired her 
ſenſes. * Madam, replies he, recolle& 


you ſeems to be void of ſenſe; but 1 
make no doubt of your pardon, When 
you ſhall come to know my mis for- 

tunes. In return to your generokity 
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duced by the practices of Moũaffack, 


and declared for him. 


« When the uſurper was crowned, 
his firit care was to ſecure my perſon, 
with an intention to put me to death, 
to prevent any defigns the few friends 
I had left might ſet on foot in favour 
of me. But the Vizier Aly and my 
nurſe, his wife, found means of con- 
veying me from the fury of the ty- 
rant : they carried me off by night; 
ſo that we got ſafe out of Albaſin, 
and by ſecret roads came to the con- 
fines of Thibet, We went to ſettle 
in the capital of this kingdom, where 
the vizier paſſed foran Indian painter, 
and I for his daughter. He hadin 
his youth learned to paint; and he was 


ſo great a maſter in the art, that he 


ſoon acquired a reputation. Although 
we had with us a great quantity of 
jewels, and might have lived in ſplen- 
dor, we were contented in an obſcure 
condition, as if we had nothing elſe 
to ſubſiſt upon but the pencil of Aly. 
We were apprehenſive of the ſpies of 
Mouaffack, and were cautious of be- 
ing ſuſpected for any thing greater 
than what we appeared to be. 

Now two years had paſſed over us 
in this condition: I inſenſibly forgot 
all the ideas of grandeur with which I 
had been inſpired; and, wearingevery 
day into ſentiments ſuitable to my 
misfortunes, I now began to make this 
obſcurity of life habitual to me. I 
almoſt thought that I never was other 
than the daughter of a private marr; 
I hardly remembered that I had ever 
ſat upon a throne. The tranquillity 
I enjoyed made me unmindfu] of what 
had paſſed ; or, if at any time my me- 
mory brought to mind the glorious 
rank I once held, I conſidered it only 
as a burden from which I was freed; 
and, diſengaged from the cares that at- 
tend on ſovereign power, I forgave my 
fortune that took it from me. Would 
to Heaven, alas! that I had paſſed over 
the reſt, of my life in this obſcure and 


happy condition! But it was not my 


lot; the decrees of deſtiny are not to 
be dvoided: and it is as much in vain 
to complain of our ill fortune, as it 
is impoſſible to prevent it. 

Ihe vizier painted ſome pieces, that 
were the admiration of the whole city 


of Thibet. The king heard of them; 


and defired to ſee them: to this end 


he came himſelf to Aly, who ſhewed 
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him his works. The prince was very 
much ſatisfied with them, as well as 
with the converſation of the painter. 
While they were yet diſcourſing toge- 
ther, I came into the room, led by a 
curioſity to ſee the king. I thought 
that, appearing before him as the pain- 
ter's daughter, he would take no no- 
tice of me: but I was miſtaken; he 
calt his eyes upon me, and was truck 
with me, Perceiving this, I retired. 
Nevertheleſs, he continued talking to 
the vizier as if he had not obſerved 
me; but with fo much emotion, and 
with ſo diſordered a look, that it was 
eaſily perceived I had made no ſmall 
impreſſion upon him. The next day, 
the prince came again to Aly, and re- 
peated his viſits — ſeveral days fol- 
lowing: under the pretence of look - 
ing after paintings, he went into all 
the chambers; and contrived it fo, 
that he would ſtill come quite into 
that where I was. Hitherto he ſaid 
nothing to me; but the ardour that 
ſparkled in his eyes, plainly diſcover- 


ed to me the ſentiments of his heart. 


One day, he made the vizier an offer 
of a conliderable penſion, with an 
apartment in his palace; ſaying, he 
had a mind to keep in his dominions 
ſo great a painter, and to make him 


his own. Aly immediately gueſſed 


at the motive of this propoſal; and, 


as he faw the conſequences of it, he 
ſaid to me, I ſee, my queen, that 
the King of Thibet loves you: the 
282 he has for you, more than any 

iking he has to my paintings, has 
been the occaſion of theſe offers. We 
are now going to be lodged in his 
palace; you may be ſure he will be 
daily entertaining you with his love: 
call to mind your birth; and, in- 
ſtead of yielding up yourſelf, upon 


_ diſhonourable terms, to the ſighs of 


this prince, reſiſt the preſſing in- 
ſtances of his tenderneſs. If he is 
ſo far enamoured with you as to be 
willing to make you the partner of 
his crown, you may liften to him: 
if he has other views, we ſhall nd 
means to elude his hopes.“ I pro- 
miſed the vizier to be punctual im fol- 
lowing his advice: I did not let him 
know that I had obſerved the king's 
love as well as he; much leſs did IT 
tel] him the effe& this diſcovery had 
upon me. 'The prince was young, 
beautiful, and formed to perfection: 
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* ſo that T could not help feeling for 
© him the like paſſion to that with which 
I had infpired him. : 


* 


XX. 


N the mean time, whatever incli— 
nations Imight have for the King 
* of Thibet, I hoped I ſhould be able 
© to conceal them trom him, if he had 
no other deſign but to tempt my vir- 
tue: but this prince ſpared me the 
* trouble of a long reſtraint; I was but 
© newly come into his palace, when he 
* made a declaration of his love to me 
* in the manner my heart could wiſh, 
„ You have charmed me, faid he, 


* from the very moment I ſet my eyes 


* upon you; from that time you have 
taken up all my thoughts; and I find 
* it irapoſſible for me to live without 
„ you: but how vehement ſoever my 
5c defires may be, think not that I will 
* ever attempt to treat you as a ſlave. 
56 have as great refpe& for you as if 
* you were the daughter of the King 
£ of China; and my intention is, as 
the pledge of my faith to you, to 
place you upon the throne of Thi- 
bet. ? 

© returned thanks to the prince for 
the honour he intended me; and, tak - 


* ingithis occaſion to inform him who 


« I was, I gave him my hiſtory, with 
* which he was ſenſbly touched. © My 
<< princeſs,”” cried he, it is plain 
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© he had promiſed, appointed ambaſſa- 
* dors to go to the country of the Nats 
© mans. They departed with all dili- 
© gence; and, immediately upon their 
© arrival at the court of Moüaffack, 
© they demanded audience: according - 
ly, it was granted; and they told this 
prince that their maſter had eſpouſed 
me, and had ſent them to demand he 
* ſhould ſpeedily reſtore to me theking- 
© dom of the Naimans; and todeclare 
© a war in caſe he refuſed to comply. 
* Mouaffack, though he was not in a 
condition to reſiſt the King of Thibet, 
yet, out of the haughtineſs of his tem- 
per, bid him defiance; ſo that the 
* ambaſſadors, upon their return, ac- 
© quainted their maſter with the refuſal 
© of the uſurper. Immediately, orders 
© were given to levy men through all 
* the kingdom of Thibet; and a nu- 
© merous army was ſet on foot: but 
© when the troops were gathered to- 
© gether, and in readineſs to march 
© againſt the Naimans, there came de- 
« puties from theſe people to aſſure me 
© of their obedience; and to inform 
© me, that my uncle Mouaffack was 
dead, after a few days ſickneſs. Up- 
© on this news, the king diſbanded his 
© army, and reſolved to ſend Aly to 
rule, in my name, over the Naimans. 
„This miniſter was now ready to ſet 
© out, when an adventure, the moſt un- 
© expected that can be imagined, put a 
© ſtop to his departure. 

© Oneevening I retired into my clo- 
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«© that Heaven has reſerved for me the * ſet; and, fitting upon a ſofa, betook 

4% glory of avenging you, fince you are © myſelf to read ſome chapters in the D 
come for refuge to Thibet: yes, the Alcoran: when I had made an end of 8 
<< traitor Mouaftack ſhall be amply * reading, I roſe to find out the king, 12 
<< puniſhed for daring to take your © who was now gone to bed; on a ſud- 2 


es. a 


Free 


den I was aſtoniſhed with a frighttul 
apparition that went before me, and 
diſappeared in a moment. I cried out 
ſo vehemently that I awoke the king 
out of his ſleep. He ran to me with 


„crown. Conſent that I eſpouſe you 
« this day; and be aſſured that, on the 
% morrow, I will ſend ambaſſadors to 
<< declare war againit him, if he refufes 
4c to reſign to you the throne which he 
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<< has uſurped. Irenewed my thanks * ſpeed; and demanded of me why L : 
© to the king; and confeſſed, that if, © cried out: I told him the reaſon; and, 1 
if when we ſaw one another firſt, I had “ fortified by his preſence, I was in- A 
| © made ſome impreſſion upon him, his © clinable to believe that the phantom, 1 
[Wh © eyes, likewiſe, were not without their © which appeared before me, was only 
* '© influence over me. He was charmed * the coinage of my imagination, heat - 
. with this confeſſion; and, taking me ed with reading. The prince heard 
. © by the hand, he kiſſed it with eager- © me with ſurprize; and, far from con- 
111 © neſs, and ſwore eternal love to me. tributing to diſſipate my fears, he re- 
115 © He eſpouſed me that very day; and *© plied, “ am in a greater diſorder 
© ournuptials were celebrated through- © than you: I am not able to compre 
c 


„hend, Madam, how you can be in 
my bed, and iu this cloſet, at the ſane 
: „time.“ 


out the city with great rejoicings. 
5 Early in the morning, the king, as „ 
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et time.“ Sir,“ ſaid I,“ J under- 


«© ftand you not! ſpeak plainly to me, 


J beſeech you.” —*©* Nay, then, 


© added he, you need only approach 
« the bed, and you will ſee the moſt 
4 ſurprizing ſight in the world. Ac- 
cordingly, coming up to the head of 
the bed, I could perceive, with great- 
er ſurprize than can be imagined, a 
young lady that reſembled me to a 
miracle; ſhe had all my features, and 
my very ſhape. _.. 

« O Heaven!” cried I, at this ſpec- 
© tacle, „what do I ſee? what unheard- 
ce of prodigy!” -“ Ah, traitoreſs!” 


« ſays this lady, interrupting me with 


c an accent reſembling mine, what 


4 impudence is this, to dare to aſſume 


«c my form! What is thy defign, thou 


4 wicked ſorcereſs? Doſt thou imagine 


& the king, my huſband, deluded by 
cc theſe appearances that make him 
«& doubt which of us is his wife, can 
« be brought to drive me from his bed, 
c and give thee my place? Thy hopes 
« are vain; and thy artifices to no pur- 
*& poſe: in ſpite of thy enchantments, 
«my huſband fees plainly thou art but 
% a wretch! My dear lord!” adds ſhe, 
« addrefling herſelf to the prince, ** cauſe 
« this perfidibus ſorcereſs to be ſeized; 
4 order her immediately to be caſt into 
% a dark dungeon; and to-morrow let 
ce her expiate her criminal purpoſes in 
« the flames!“ 


A <A 


DAY. XXL 
1 F* the perfe& reſemblance which 


© this woman bore to me,* conti- 
nues the Princeſs of the Narmans, aſto- 
© niſhed me, her inſolent manner of 
© ſpeaking ſurprized me ſtill more. In- 
«* ſtead of replying in the ſame language 
s to her, I burſt into tears; and ſaid to 
the king, Sir, I began to hope that 
© the maliceof myill- fortune was quite 
« ſpent; I had reaſon to believe, after 
© my deſtiny was united to yours, that 
„ my miſeries were at an end: but, 
« alas! ſome demon, jealous of my hap- 
<« pineſs, comes to thwart it. He bor- 
« rows my form, and reſolves to paſs 
c for me; he has attained his ends; yon 
«© know me no more; but confound me 
with this phantom. View me well, 
© I beſeech you: if your wife be yet 
« dear to you, your heart ſhould know 
« to diſtinguiſh her in ſpite of this illu· 


e fron that prevails upon your ſenſes. I 


e call Heaven to witneſs that I am the 
“ Princeſs of the Naimans!“ 

© The lady who was in bed, inter- 
* rupted me a ſecond time: * You ſay 
« falſe!” ſays ſhe; „you are a ſhame- 
© leſs woman; and your behaviour 
% ſpeaks what you are: traitors have 
© immediate recourte to oaths; and 


« their eyes, inſtructed in deceits, are 


e always furniſhed with tears. 
«© Ceaſe!” ſays the king to us; © put 
* anend to your diſcourſe, which does 
«© not inform me in what I would 
* know: you only confound me thus 
© together. I am ata loſs to fecollect 
% my wife: one of you muſt be a ſox- 


.*6 cereſs, who ſeeks to ſeduce me, but I 


ce am not able to diſtinguiſh which; and 
] fear, left, in attempting to puniſh 
6e the guilty, I ſfould cauſe my ven- 
“ geance to fall upon the innocent.“ 
The king, incapable of diſtinguiſh- 
ing between me and the ſorcereſs 
called the chief of his eunuchs, an 
commanded him to ſhut us up in ſe- 
parate apartments; where we paſſed 
the reſt of the night. In the morning, 
the prince ſent for Aly and his wife, 
and told them what had happened, 
They defired to ſee us both together; 
not doubting, for all that the king 
could ſay, but they ſhould be able to 
know me: but, upon trial, they found 
us ſo very hike the one to the other, 
that it was equally impoſſible to them, 
and to the king, to diſcern the coun- 
terfeit perſon from the true, More- 
over, my nurſe, recollecting that TI was 
born with a mole upon my knee, exa- 
mined us both; and was ſurprized 
when ſhe found that we were both 
marked alike, Neither did they ſtop 
their enquiries here: they began to 
interrogate us ſeparately. Thelady 
anſwered to their queſtions juſt as I 
had done; ſo that they were ata loſs 
what to think. However, my nurſe 
took my anſwers to be the more exact; 
and ſhe decided for me. 
« But her determinatſon was of little 
weight; for all the viziers, which the 
king had aſſembled together, judging 
quite contrary, that the lady who was 
found in the bed of the prince was 
the queen, and the other the ſorcereſs, 
they condemned me to be burnt, The 
king was averſe to this cruel ſentence, 
left he ſhould put his wife to death, 
while his deſign was to avenge her: 
| F therefore 
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therefore he was ſatisfied to baniſh 
me the court. I was ſtripped of my 
# cloaths; covered with old torn gar- 
© ments, and = out of the city. I am 


© come thus far, ſupported by the pro- 
© yifionsgiven mebycharitable perſons. 
© This, Sir, is my whole hiſtory,” ſays 
the Princeſs of the Naĩmans. I hope 


* now you will not think I ſpoke like 


one bereaved of reaſon, when 1 faid 
© to you—that I am the daughter and 
* the wife of a king, and yet that I am 
* not what I ſay; that I am a princeſs, 
and am notwhatIam.* The Queen 
of Thibet concluded here; when Ruz- 
yanſchad took his turn to ſpeak, and 
faid—* Be comforted, Madam; your 
miſeries are come to their height: reſt 
© perſuaded, that from this day forward 
© your fortune will change for the bet- 
® ter; for, as one of our poets ſays, 
* when any thing arrives to the very 
© point of perfection, it touches upon 
© the period of it's declenſion; and the 
* extremity of misfortune borders up- 
on proſperity. ©* Expctt to be ruin- 
„ ed,” adds the ſame poet, when it 
« ſhall be ſaid that thy happineſs is 
% compleat; and prepare thy heart for 
* joy, when adverſity preſſes fore upon 
« thee. It is fo that Heaven. has or- 
ae dered the life of man.” To con- 
© yince you of this important truth, 
Madam, I ſhall entertain you with 
© the hiſtory of the Vizier Caverſcha.“ 


THE HISTORY OF THE VIZIER 
| CAVERSCHA. 


c A ; . 
b COPAVENDE, King of Hyrca- 


nia, had a vizier, whoſe name 


© was Caverſcha. This miniſter, a man 


© of ſuperior underſtanding, and of a 
© conſummate experience, had one day 
© a mind to bathe himſelf. As he ſtood 
© over the bath, he took a ring off his 
< finger; and, in playing with it, let it 
. fall by chance into the water : when, 
© inſtead of ſinking, it floated on the 
* ſurface. 

„ Cayerſcha, ſtruck with this pro- 

5 gave immediate orders to his 
s officers to carr 
4 his houſe, and to hide them in the 
© place where he directed them; ſaying, 
© at the ſame time, that the king his 


all his riches out of 
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goods, when the captain of the king's 
guards came with ſoldiers to his houſe, 
and told him, that he had orders to 
carry him to priſon. The yizier went 
along without reſiſtance, while part 
of the ſoldiers ſeized upon all that was 
left in his houſe. This unhappy mi- 
niſter, whom Codavende impriſoned 
upon falſe reports, remained ſeveral 

ears in chains. He was denied the 

iberty of ſeeing any of his friends; 
all forts of comforts were refuſed + 
him; and everyday the king gaveout 
ſome new order to make his confine» 
ment more ſevere. | 

He had for a long time deſired to 
eat ſome rommanaſchy; he had often 
begged for ſome, but without ſucceſs, 
becauſe their ſtudy was to mortify 
him: however, one day, the keeper 
of the priſon brought him a meſs of 
rommanaſchy out of compaſſion, and 
gave it him in a china-baſon. The 
vialer, highlypleaſed that they brought 
him at laſt what he had longed for fo 
verymuch, was now preparing to eat of 
it; when two great rats, as they were 
fighting, fell into the rommanaſchy, 
which he had fet upon the ground for 
a while. l was not able to 
eat of it: but he ſent orders to his 
domeſticks to go and take his riches 
from the place where they lay hid, 
and to carry them back into his Late, | 
© Becauſe,” faid he, * the king my ma- 
6 fter will ſoon call me out of priſon, 
<< andre-eftabliſh me in my former em- 
c ployment.” This likewiſe happened 
© as he had ſaid: Codavende reſtored 
© him to his liberty that very day; and, 
« fending for him into his preſence, he 
© ſaid to him, I am perſuaded of 
% your innocence; I have cauſed your 
< enemies to be ſtrangled; I reſtore you 
% to my confidence again, and re- in- 
« ſtate you in the dignity which you 
c held before. 

« Then the friends of Caverſcha, 
© knowing what had paſſed, aſked him, 
how he came to foretel that he ſhould 
© be impriſoned, and afterwards fet at 
liberty. When I perceived, ſays 
© the vizier to them, “that my ring, 
c inſtead of ſinking, floated upon the 
© water, I judged from thence, that 
© my glory was arrived to the higheſt 
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„pitch, and that my good fortune, 
incapable of any increaſe, was now, 
according to the decrees of Heaven, 
about to change into adverſity: and. 

lo. 


© maſter would foon fend to have him 
< apprehended. Accordingly, his ſer- «* 
vants had not yet carried away all his 
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& fo it proved, When in my priſon, 
«c J begged fo long in vain for ſome 
& rommanaſchy, I plainly ſaw that my 
6 ill fortune was like to laſt yet a while; 
« and, when at laſt they brought me 
« ſome; the rats that fell into it were 


«c an indication to me, that I was ar- 


ce rived to the utmoſt limits of my bad 
« fortune, and that my extreme afflic- 
« tion would ſoon be turned into per- 
cc fect joy! 

Then, Madam, never give yourſelf 
© over to deſpair,” continues the King 
of China; © you are, perhaps, at pre- 
« ſent juſt upon the verge of happineſs: 
© take example by me, and give your- 
< ſelf up to pleakng hopes. Alas! I 
© cannot tell, but that I may be, like 
© you, the ſport of ſome ſorcereſs; and 
< whether the perſon. whom I love be 
„not ſome frightful demon.“ Rusz- 
vanſchad upon this told her his name, 
and related his adventure with the white 
doe. 

Scarce had he ended his narration, 
when they both of them {aw a young 
man on horſeback, who drew their 
whole attention: he was almoſt naked, 
and fled with all the ſpeed the horſe 
could furniſh, He paſſed ſo near to 
them that the queen knew him, and, 
cried out, O Heaven! ſee my huſband!” 
But he never caſt his eyes upon her. 
His countenance was full of wildnefs 
and diſorder; and, in the midſt of his 
haſty flight, he looked ever and anon 
behind him, as if he was afraid of being 
purſued. 1 


DAY XXII. 


THE young queen of Thibet and 


Ruzvanſchad ſtill followed the 
young man with their eyes: neither was 
he yet got out of ſight, when they ſaw 
another horſeman ſpurring on with a 
full ſpeed. This perſon was richly 
cloathed, and held in his hand a drawn 
ſabre, tained with blood: it was obvi- 
ous that he purſued the firſt, and that 
he was impatient to overtake him; but, 


what was wonderful, is, that he ſhould 


reſemble him ſo perfectly, that the prin- 


ceſs, when ſhe ſaw his face, could not 


help crying out again, O Heaven! ſee 
there my huſband!* He was fo intent 
in purſuing, that he paſſed cloſe by the 
queen without obſerving her. Ma- 
dam,” ſays the Kivg of China, *1 own 


© there can be nothing more amazing 
than this!'——< Sir, replies the prin- 
ceſs, you may hereby judge that what 
© I told you, concerning myſelf, was ne 
fiction. | 


While they reaſoned upon the ſingu- ' 


larity of this event, there appeared a third 
perſon on horſeback; but although he 
ran with the ſame ſpeed as the other twWo, 
yet he did not paſs without taking no- 
tice of Ruzvanſchad and the queen: it 
was the Vizier Aly-Bin-Haytam. The 
princeſs and he knew each other imme 
diately. This minifter ſoon alighted 
from his horſe; and, throwing himſelf 
at the feet of the queen, Ah, Madam!* , 
{aid he, is it you, then, I ſee! Thanks, 
for ever be to Heaven, that has pre- 
© ſerved you! If for ſome time it per- 
© mits vice to triumph, and ſeems to 
© abandon the innocent, it is only to 
< make it's juſtice more exemplary in 

© theend. All is now over; your mor- 
© tal enemy lives no longer: the king 


© has lain) her with his own hand; his 


© ſabre is ſtill wet with her perfidious 
© blood; and, to make his vengeance 
* compleat, he now purſues a wretch 
© who, by the force of charms, aſſumes 
© his likeneſs. I have not now the time 
© to inform you of all that has paſſed 
at court ſince you were caſt out in ſo 
© diſgraceful a manner; I muſt defer it 
* to another day; the King ſpurs on a- 
pace, and gains ground of us every 
© moment: haſte, Madam! let us mount 
this inſtant, and try toovertake him! 
— No, Sir!* then ſaid Ruzvanſchad;z 
rather than fatigue the queen, do you 
© ftay here with her: I will undertake 
to join the king, and to bring him here 
* to you in this place'. When he had 
ſaid this, he laid his hand upon his 
horſe; and, vaulting lightly into the ſad- 
dle, he purſued the ſteps of the king of 
Thibet, without ſtaying to anſwer the 
compliments which the princeſs made 
him for his generous behaviour. 

When he was gone, the vizier aſked 
the queen who this young ſtranger 
might be; and he was not a little ſur- 
prized when ſhe told him that he was 
the King of China. (Now, then,” ſays 
the pony * ſatisfy my curioſity; and 
tell me, after what manner the force- 
reſs came to be diſcovered.— “ Ma- 
dam, replies the miniſter, © the king 
your huſband, perſuaded that his 
council had rightly diſtinguiſhed the 
« true Princeſs of the Naimans, from 
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© the perſon who, oY. the- force of en- 
© chantment, reſembled her, lived with 
© Jour rival in a perfect good under- 
© ſtanding. He had been with her for 
© ſome days at a caſtle, which; you 
* know, he has about ten leagues 
from his capital. This morning, the 
king and I went out from thence to 
hint, attended only by one ſlave. 
We were not far from home, when 
the king bethought himſelf, on a ſud- 
den, that he had forgot to tell the 
queen ſome matter of importance: ſo 
that, without proceeding ayy farther, 
we returned, The prince quitted his 
horſe at the gate of the caſtle, where 
he ordered me to attend him; and 
went up the back - ſtairs, to the apart- 
* ment of the princeſs. Soon after, I 
* awa man return without a turban, 
* almoſt naked, and very much reſem- 
* bling the king. Taking him for the 
prince himſelf, Ah, Sir!“ faid I, as 
- * Joonas I ſaw him, how come you in 
4 this condition?” but, inſtead of reply- 
* Ing, he ran to his horſe, like one ter- 
rified: he mounted, and betook him- 
ſyf to flight, without ſaving a word 
to me. Fearing that ſome unlucky 
accident had befvilen him, I was im- 
patient to learn what it might be. In 
order to this, I reſolved to follow 
him; and, as I laboured to overtake 
him, I heard a voice behind me cry- 
ing out, Stay, vizier! ſtay!“ I ſtopt 
upon the inſtant; then, turning my 
head, I ſee the king coming out of the 
s caitle, with his eyes ſparkling, and 
* his ſcymitar in his hand: he runs upin 
© haſte to meet me“ Vizier,” ſays he, 
« we have caſt out our queen, to take 
in a deteſtable woman, who by ma- 
*::gick has aſſumed her form! I have 
4% juſttlain the traitoreſs; and I muſt do 
s the like by the villain whe has bor- 
«* rowed my ſhape.— Give me thy 
e horſe,” adds he, ſpeaking to the ſlave: 
4 I will purſue the wretch, who hopes 
1c“ in yain to eſcape me. No ſooner 
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„ had he ſpoke, hut he mounted the 


© {lave's horſe; and, following hard up- 
© on the ſteps of his enemy, he ſtillcon- 
4 tinues to hunt him down.” | 
While the Vizier Aly-Bin-Haytam 
related theſe things to the queen, Ruz- 
vanſchad made after the King of Thi. 
bet with all his might, and followed 
him with as great eagerneſs as if he 
had the white doe in view. The king 
of Thibet, on the other hand, puſhed 


« 
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on by his reſentment, never flaekened bis 
pace; and, as he was a better horſeman 


than the man who ran from him, he 
overtook him at laſt; when, giving him 
a cut upon the ſhoulder with his ſcy- 
mitar, he tumbled him out of his ſaddle: 


then he leaped from his horſe, to finiſh 


the deſtruction of his enemy; but the 
wretch begged for his life. I grant 
* it,” ſays the king to him, © upon con- 
© dition thou wilt tell me who thou art; 
© by what means, and for what reaſon, 
© thou appeareſt in my likeneſs; and 
© give me a full account of all I de- 
© fire to Know. Sir, anſwered the 
© man, * fince your majeſty is pleaſed 
© to pardon me, I will hide nothing 
© from you: I will ſpeak with all the 
© ſincerity you require; and, to perſuade 
you that I intend to give yon full fa- 
© tisfaCtion, it will be proper I begin 
© by reſuming my own natural form.“ 
When he had ſpoke, he took only aring 
from off his finger, and appeared to the 


king then in the figure of a frightful 


old man, 15 


DAY XXIII. 


T HE King of Thibet was amazed 
at this ſudden change; and was 
now more curious than before, to learn 
what this old man prepared to tell him. 
© Sir,” ſays the wretch, © you ſee me 
now ach as I am; and, to ſatisfy you 
to the utmoſt, I will give you a full 


a weaver of Damas, and my name 1s 
Mocbel: my father was very covet- 
ous, and very rich; ſo that, being his 
only heir, I found myſelf, upon his 


tune for one of my birth, Inſtead 
of practſing the parſimony of my fa- 
ther, or ſo much as managing my in- 
with women; and made it more par- 
lady, who lived near me: ſhe was 


wit; but her wit had a wrong turn to 


many lovers; and every one thought 
himſelf the firſt in her favour, becauſe 


I, among the reſt, was deceived in her: 
deluded. by .the marks of friendſhip 
© the gave me, I imagined that my 2 , 
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account of my life. I am the ſon of 


death, maſter of a conſiderable for- 


come in the leaſt, I gave mylelf up to 
my pleaſures; I kept much company 


ticularly my buſineſs to pleaſe a young 
beautiful, and had a great deal of 


cunning and artifice. She had a great 


in private ſhe careſſed them all alike. 
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© pals all ſighed in vain, and that I was 


© the only happy man. This opinion 
© increaſed my love; and my love led 
© me into numberleſs expences, Every 
© day I ſent ſome new preſent to Dil- 
6 nouaze, for that was her name; and 
©'the preſents I made her were ſo conſi- 
© derable, that in three or four years I 
© was utterly ruined. My rivals, like- 


© wiſe, ſtriving to ſurpaſs each other, 


© 4aboured, by gifts, to preſerve the 
© affections of Dilnouaze; ſo that this 
© 4ady enriched herſelf with the ſpoils 
© of her lovers. | 

After I had ſquandered away my 
© ſubſtance, IT expected to ſee myſelf re- 
© ceivedcoldly; and I feared it the more, 
* becauſe I was ſtill very much ena- 
© moured: but Dilnouaze, though very 
© much mtereſted, and very coquetiſh, 
© faid to me, one day, © Mocbel, you 
& think, perhaps, that I ſhall baniſh 
« you my ſight, now you are no longer 
in a condition to ſend me preſents? 
No, no, my love! as you are the moſt 
« enamoured of all my lovers, ſince 
« you are the firſt ruined, I will now, in 
« my turn, let you fee that I am of a 


«© generous nature. I intend to ſhare. 


«© with you all that I receive from your 
, rivals, and to give you back, with 
« intereſt, what your love has laviſhed 
c upon me.“ And, indeed, inſtead of 
© ſuffering me to want neceſſaries, ſhe 
« gave me plenty of gold and filver. I 
© appeared richer than I had ever been. 
Beſides this, ſhe had an entire confi- 
dencein me; ſhe did nothing without 
my advice; and we lived ſeveral years 
together in this manner. 

* Dilnouaze inſenſibly grew into 
years: her lovers fell off daily; and 
time, at laſt, deprived her of them all. 
What an affli tion was this to a woman 
-who delighted in the company of men! 
She was inconſolable to ſee herſelf for- 
ſaken. Ah, Mocbel!” ſaid ſhe then 
to me, I confeſs to thee that age is 
e inſupportable to me. After having 
been accuſtomed, from my childhood, 
to the flatteries of young men, I can- 
not now bear to be negleRted by them, 
©© muſt either put an end to my life, 
to free myſelf from theſe griefs that 
«© rob me 1 reſt; or I muſt deter- 
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0 mine to go to the Defart of Pharan, to 


e find out the Sage Bedra; ſhe is the 
«© molt knowing magician in Afia: all 
«© nature is liable to her enchantments ; 


i at her will rivers run back to their 


© ſources; the ſun fades in his bright- 
6 neſs, or withdraws himſelf, if ſhe 
© but ſpeak; and the moon ſtops in the 
% middle of her courſe, I am impa- 
ce tient to make her a viſit; I know in 
* what part of the deſart ſhe keeps her 
© abode; ſhe, perhaps, may give me 
cc a ſecret to make the men love me, in 
© ſpite of my age.“ You will do 
„very well,” anſwered I; “ and I, if 
«© you pleaſe, will bear you company. 
© She begged I would: fo we took fome 
© proviſions, and ſome preſents for Be- 
dra, and began our journey to the de- 
« fart. : 


When we were come to the deſart, 
© and had journeyed in it two days, 


Dilnouaze ſhewed me a mountain afar 
off, and told me that the woman- 
magician lived there. We proceeded 
on to the foot of the mountain, when 


vern, from whence iſſued out a thou- 
ſand birds of ill omen, or rather fly- 
ing monſters of different figures, that, 
ſoaring up to the clouds, filled all the 
air with difmal cries. We came be- 
fore the entrance; and faw, bythe 
light of an iron-lamp, which ſcatter- 
ed it's rays through the darkneſs of 
the cave, a Intle old woman fitting 
upon a great ſtone, This was Bedra 
the magician: ſhe held a great book 
open upon her knees, in which ſhe read 
before a furnace of gold, wherein 
there was a pot of ſilver full of black 
earth, that boiled without fre. 

Wie were ſatisfied that we had found 
© what we ſought after. We entered; 
* and, approaching the old woman, we 
© made her a very profound reverence. 
o 
c 
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Then we gave her the preſents which 
we had brought; and Dilnouaze ads 
© dreſſed her in theſe words: “ Hail, 
© Bedra!- to whom ſo great power is 
« given; I come to implore your affiſt- 
& ance, It will be needlets for me to 


cen tel] you the errand that brings me 


A 


* hither, ſince nothing eſcapes your 
knowledge.“ | 


a 


NR 

: HEN Dilnouaze had done 
* ſpeaking, the enchantreſs 
© replied, “ No, no; it is to no purpoſe 
6 for you to tell me what I know al- 
« ready.“ Having ſpoke theſe words, 
© ſhe went and fetched two phials of 
| © glats, 


we perceived a deep and ſpacious ca- 
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« olafs, which ſhe carried out of the 
© cave; the placed them upon the 
ground, and caſt into each of them a 
© ring of gold; at the ſame time, ſhe 
© opened her book, and read ſome ma- 
© pick words. While the was per- 
1 — the charm, we ſaw fire break 
® out of one of the phials; and out of 
E the other a thick black ſmoke, which 
© roſe, and ſpreading itfelf through the 
© air, endedina frightful peal of thun- 


© der. 


© But ſoon all was filent again, and 
© there iſſued nothing more out of the 
© phials. Then Breda took out the 
© rings; and, putting one upon the finger 
of Dilnouaze, Go, woman, ſaid 


© the, © abandon thy heart to joy: thy 


© wiſhes are accompliſhed. The ring 


% which I give you, while you keep it 


% upon your finger, has the power to 
PE & 9 — the 4 and eee of 
% any woman you deſire to reſemble. 
* You have only to wiſh that you wy 
„ repreſent what virgin or what wife 
* you pleaſe, and on the inſtant you will 
* 3 fo like her that you can- 
** not be diſtinguiſhed the one from the 
% other. - And you, Mocbel,”” conti- 
© nues ſhe, turning to me, I will 
make you a preſent of the other ring, 


«© which likewiſe has the ſame efficacy 


% to change your figure into the real 
* appearance of any man you ſhall de- 
*« fire to be like.” This ſaid, ſhe put 
the other ring upon my finger, | 

© We returned our thanks to Bedra 
© for theſe ineſtimable gifts, and took 
* our leave. We did not wait till our 
© return to Damas, to experience the vir- 
* tue of our rings; we proved them in 
* the deſart: we wiſhed to reſemble per- 
*.fons whom we knew; and, in an in- 
© ſtant, wefoundourſelves in every thing 
like them. As ſoon as we were come 
* back to Damas, Dilnouaze was not 
« 
* 
* 
< 
4 
* 
* 
0 
6 


willing her ring ſhould remain idle 
upon her finger: ſhe aſſumed the form 
oF the moſt beautiful ladies of the city, 
to proſtitute herſelf to their lovers, 
and to make gain of them. I likewiſe 
made uſe af my ring for my diyerfion 
and ſometimes for thefts, by appear- 
ing now in the likeneſs of one man, 


and at other times in that of another. 


£ When we had led this kind of life 
a ſufficient time at Damas, the fancy 
took us to travel, We left Egypt, 


and wandered from town to town, till 


we arrived in the land of the Nai- 
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child, was on the throne; that, in her 
name, the Vizier Aly-Bin-Haytam 
overned the ſtate, and that his au- 


a great many malecontents; that there 
were numbers who wiſhed to ſee the 


and the late king's brother, return 


thought he was killed in a battle 
fought in the Mogoliſtan, becauſe, 
© from that time, no one could tell what 
became of him. We gave ear to theſe 
© diſcourſes; and Dilnouaze ſaid to me, 
© Here is a fine occaſion to gain a 
* crown; you need only counterfeit 
c“ the Prince Mouaffack.” 
© I was eaſily perſuaded to play this 
part. I informed myſelf, before-hand, 
of every circumſtance of the battle 
which was fought in the Mogoliſtanz 
I likewiſe found out perſons who gave 
me the names of the grandees of the 
kingdom, that were the firmeſt friends 
to Mouaffack; in a word, when L 
had learnt what I thought proper to 
be known, I did but wiſh myſelf like 
this prince, and immediately I be- 
came his very image. I thewed my- 
ſelf to thoſe who, I had been told, 
were in the intereſt of Mouaffack 
they expreſſed their joy to ſee me re- 
turned; and I no ſooner told them my 
deſign to ſeize upon the throne, than 
they promiſed to employ forme all the 
credit they had in the country: nor 
were their promiſes vain. The Nai- 


* 


the River Amor, gained over by their 


compleated what they began; and the 
en kingdom was ſoon up in arms. 
© The peoplelikewiſeof Albaſin opened 
the gates of their city to me; and, 
after proclaiming me king of the Nai- 
mans, ſwore obedience to me in all 
my commands, For my greater ſe- 
curity, I endeavoured to get the young 
queen into my power, and to ſacrifice 
her to my ambition; but the Vizier 
Aly faved the life of this princeſs, by 
conveying: her out of the kingdom 
with as much ſecreſy as diligence. 
© In the mean time, I remained in 
quiet 3 of the throne, and 
© reigned with an abſolute power. Ire- 
warded all thoſe who had contributed 

| | « to 


* 


* 


mans. There we came to underſtand 
that a young princeſs, or rather a 


thority was abſolute; that this made 


Prince Moũaffack, uncle to the queen, 


into the country; but that it was 


mans who dwell upon the banks of - 


ſolicitations, began a revolt in my fa- - 
vour. The enemies of the Vizier Aly 
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to my advancement; I gave them the 


firſt employments; and, had I been 
the true Prince Mouaffack, I had not 
probably made a better uſe of my au- 


thority. I lived in full content with 
Dilnoüaze, who, under the features 


of a beautiful woman, paſſed for my 
queen. Ipretended ſhe was the daugh- 
ter of a king, in whoſe court I had 
taken refuge after the battle in which 
I diſappeared, and that he had given 
her to me in marriage to comfort me 
in my misfortunes. She was lodged 
in a magnificent apartment in the pa- 
lace, and attended by a great number 
of beautiful flaves, who, in their dif- 
ferent capacities, made it their con- 
ſtant ſtudy to divert her. Our days 
were all days of pleaſure; when now 
we learned, Sir, from your ambaſſa- 
dors, that you had eſpouſed the prin- 
ceſs of the Naimans, and that you 
were reſolved to make war upon me 
if I did not give up the crown which 
I witheld wrongfully from her. I 
returned a haughty anſwer by your 
ambaſſadors, as if I had ſet your me- 
naces at nought; but, in reality, I was 
terrified: and T had no ſooner diſmiffed 
your ambaſſadors, than I conſulted 
very ſeriouſly with Dilnouaze, what 
was moſt adviſeable for us todo, 
© Perſuaded, after a long delibera- 
tion, that we were not of equal power 
to reſiſt you, wedetermined to give you 
op a throne we could not preſerve; but 


ve entered upon reſolutions to avenge 


ourſelves of you and of the princeſs 


of the Naimans, as if you had done 
us the greateſt injuſtice imaginable : 


and now I ſhall inform you of the 


methods we took to accompliſh our 


vengeance,” 


DAY XXV. 


[| Had recourſe to my ring,” conti- 
nues Mocbel. I pretended to be 
ſick for ſome days; and then, to make 
the people believe me dead, I borrow - 
ed the form of a corpſe. My fune- 
rals were celebrated; and Dilnoiiaze 
came by night and opened the ſe- 
pulchre in which I was laid: after 
which, we both of us departed out of 
Albaſin in our natural ſhapes. We 
took our way to the city of Thibet; 


c 
6 
o 
o 
o 


R «a = 


a 6K) An KK X a d K aa A 6a hn W 2a a A 1% A M a M M aA _ uz 


4 come, under the figure of the king, 


a 


TALFS. 47 


ſent to the queen your wife, to ac- 
quaint her with the death of the Prince 
Moũaffack; and to aſſure her, they 
acknowledged her for their lawful 
fovereign. | 

© Upon this news you diſmiſſed the 
army you had raiſed, reſolving to en- 
truſt the Vizier Aly with the govern- 
ment of the country of the Naimans. 
In the mean time, Dilnouazeand I 
got one night into the palace; ſhe 
under the likeneſs of a young ſlave of 
the queen's; and I under the appear- 
ance of one of her eunuchs. After 


this, we conveyed ourſelves into your 


apartment, where we found it no dif- 
ficult matter to execute our deſign; 
for you were already gone to bed, and 
the queen ſat reading in her cloſet. 
Dilnouaze took upon her the charms 


of this princels, and placed herſelf in 


the bed by you. When your lady aroſe 
to come out of her cloſet to you, L 
preſented myſelf before her under the 
frightful appearance of aphantom: ſhe 
cried out; and I diſappeared. What 
follows, Sir, you know: and now :t 
only remains that I ſhould inform you, 
why I this day borrowed the perſon of 
your majeſty. 'This morning, as foon 
as you were gone abroad, I came into 
the caſtle, and, under the likeneſs of 
one of your eunuchs, went directl 

into the apartment where you had left 
Dilnouaze in bed. Mocbel,”” ſaid 
ſhe to me, “ put off thy cloaths, and 


6 to ſupply his place.“ I did as ſhe 
« defired; and I was in bed with her, 
* when, on a ſudden, I heard the door 
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of the back-ftairs open, and ſaw you 
enter the chamber. You put your- 
ſelf in a poſture to ſtrike at me; and T 
eluded the edge of your ſcymitar: 
but Heaven, not willing my crimes. 
ſhould longer go unpuniſhed, has de- 
livered me up to your re{entments. 
Yes, Sir, I agree that I merit death; 
and if your majeſty, now you have 
heard the foul actions which make up 
the hiſtory of my life, repents of the 
pardon you have given me, Iwill give 
you my conſent to retract your word, 
and to puniſh a wretch who ack now- 
ledges himſelf unworthy to live. 
It is true, anſwers the King of Thi- 


bet, that I ought to do by thee as L 


have already done by the miſchievous 


where, on our arrival, we faw the „ accomplice of thy crimes: I ſhould 
* deputies enter, which the Naimans * purge the earth of a monſter like theet 
| | but, 
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© but, ſince I have given my promiſe to 
© Jet thee live, I will not break it. I 
© will only take from thee thy ring, the 
© fatal inſtrument of thy wickedneſs : 


© thou ſhalt no more be able to 1 N 
all 


© mankind; and thy decrepit age 
© be thy puniſhment.* | : 
. As the king ſpoke theſe words, he 
perceived Ruſvanchad making full ſpeed 
up to him; and, judging by his apparel 
that he was a perſon of diſtinction, he 
conſidered him attentively. Ruſvan- 
Ichad now joining him, came off from his 
horſe; and, ſaluting him, ſaid, © Prince, 


© I bring you agreeable news: the 


© queen, your wife, Princeſs of the Nai- 
c mans, lives! Notwithſtanding her diſ- 


* honourable baniſhment from the city 


© of Thibet, and all that ſhe has ſuffer- 


s ed from that time, I tell you ſhe is 


. © not dead; and that you have it in your 
© power to ſee her again before night.” 
— O heavens!* cries the King of Thi- 
bet, © may I believe what I hear? Is it 
* poſſible that my queen ſhould be ſtill 
alive, after the hardſhips ſhe has un- 
© dergone!—But you, Sir, continues 
he, addreſſing himſelf to the King of 
China; you, who ſeem to be informed 
© of the wonderful things that have 


© come to paſs in my court; tell me, 1 


© beſeech you, who you are? and let me 
know how far I am obliged to you?” 
I am a ſtranger,” replied Ruſvan- 
ſchad; and at a fitter time I ſhall tell 
£ you my name. It is by accident I 
£ found the queen: ſhe has related to 
£ me all her {ad adventures; and I am 
© not ignorant of what happened to you 
© this morning. The Vizier Aly was 
my informer! he is at preſent with 
© the princeſs in a place whither I pro- 
© miſed to conduct you.” 

_ Theſe tidings extremely rejoiced the 
King of Thibet: full of impatience to 
reviſit his true wife, he went directly 
away with Raſvanſchad; and left the 
wretched Mocbel upon the place, after 
he had taken from him his ring. | 


DAY. XXVI. 


A* ſoon as the two princes came to 
| the place where the Vizier Aly- 


Bin-Haytam was with the queen, the 


King of Thibet quitted his horſe in 
haſte; and, opening his arms to receive 
the princeſs, who ran forward to em- 


brace him Madam!” ſaid he, what 
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muſt you think hereafter of a huſbar' 
who has treated you ſo ill? But, alas! 
to what exceſs ſoever I have carried 
my cruelty, you ſhould not hate me; 
ſince, in perſecuting you, I thought 
to have avenged you of your enemy.” 


— Sir.“ replies the queen, let us for- 
get vrhat is paſt; your error is a ſuf- 


ficient excuſe for my ſufferings; and 
the enchantment was ſo ſtrong that 
* your miſtake is pardonable.—“ No, 
Madam,” replies, the king, © my miſ- 


pardon it to myſelf, Whatſoever re- 
ſemblance there might be between you 
and that accurſed woman who had 
borrowed your likeneſs, I ought te 
have diſtinguiſhed you by the ſenti - 
ments of your heart, and by your wit; 
in both which your phantom came far 
ſhort of you.“ | 
When they had now indulged them 
ſelves in the joy of - ſeeing each other 
again, the queen demanded of the prince 
her huſband, how he came to be unde- 
ceiĩved in the lady which he took for his 
wife. 
the back: ſtairs into the queen's apart- 
© ment; I had no ſooner opened the 
door, but ſeeing a man in bed with 
my wife, I grew enraged, I drew 
my ſcymitar, and came up to the bed 
to ſacrifice the lovers: but the man 
made a ſhift to elude my blow, and to 
gain the back · ſtairs. Before I ſet my- 
felf to purſue him, I was reſolved to 
rid-myſelf of a faithleſs wife. She 
was now got up, and ſtretched out 
her hands to me for pardon. I was 
too full of rage to hear her; I ſtruck 
at her, and cut off one hand with a 
ring upon it. She no ſooner loſes her 
hand, but all her beauty vaniſhes, and 
I ſee no other before me but a fright- 
© ful hag. | 
© Prince,” ſaid ſhe to me, © by cut- 
& ting off my hand you have deſtroyed 
© the charm which deluded your eyes: 
ce it is by the virtue of an enchanted ring 
6 that I appeared in the beauty of the 
% queen; and the man, who has now 


made his eſcape, has taken . re- 
© 


by the 


«& femblance upon him, likewi 


% power of ſuch another ring. De- 


« prive me not of life; I am ſufficient- 
6% ly puniſhed in ſeeing you diſabuſed. 
* O thou foul ſorcereſs, then, ſaid 
© I, © thy hopes arevain! never think 
eto prevail upon my goodneſs to ſuffer 
„ thes to live, No, no! thy offence is 

| « beyond 


take was inexcuſeable; and I cannot 


© 1 went,” ſays the king, by 
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ig beyond pardon. If thou hadſt in- 
& juredonly me, I might, out of com- 
© paſſion, have forgiven thee; but thou 
S; haſt utterly broke that ſweet union 
% in which I lived with the queen; 
& thou haſt been the occaſion that I 
c have treated that princeſs ſo unwor- 
& thily; that I have driven her out 
& from my palace; and that I am ne- 
© ver to ſee her more! for it is impoſh- 
© ble but, cruſhed beneath her griefs 
© and her miſery, ſhe muſt, by this 
& time, have ended a wretched life.“ 
After theſe words, adds the king, 
* I raiſed my ſeymitar, and ſtruck off 
© the head of the baſe hag: then,with- 
© out delay; I purſued the footſteps of 
© the curſed wretch who had borrowed 
my ſhape and lineaments; and it 
s was the will of Heaven that he ſhould 
© not eſcape my juſt reſentment.” 
When the Kingof 'Thibet had ſatis- 
fied the curioſity of the queen thus far, 
he went on to tell her what had paſſed 
between Mocbel and him: he related 


at length all the meafures by which 


this wretch and Dilnouaze proceeded to 
ufurp the throne of the Naimans, and 
how afterwards they were obliged to 
quit it. The princefs and the Vizier 


Aly heard him with an attention equal 


to their ſurprize, When the king had 
ended his ſtory, he turned himſelf to- 
wards Ruzvanſchad, and ſaid to him, 
Noble ftranger, who have fo gene- 
« roufly contributed to the happineſs 
we now- enjoy, what marks of ac- 
knowledgment does your heart wiſh 
I ſhould beſtow upon you? Speak ! 
demand what you will; and, be aſ- 


* 


” R M „ «6 


was preparing to make anſwer to this 
compliment, when the young Queen of 
Thibet prevented him, by ſaying to her 
huſband, I perceive you do not know, 
© Sir, that the ſtranger to whom you 
© addreſs this diſcourſe is the King of 
„China.“ As ſoon as the King of 
Thibet was thus far inſtructed by the 


queen, he deſired Ruz vanſchad to par- 


don him, if he had been wanting in the 
reſpect which was due to him: the 
King of China interrupted him; and 
theſe two princes embraced ſeveral 
times. This done, they all went to- 

ether to the palace of the King of 
Thibet: Ruzvanſchad continued there 


ſome days, and was entertained in a 


Princely manner; then, taking leave of 


ſured, Iſhall grant it.“ Ruzvanſchad 
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his royal hoſts, he returned into his 
own dominions. 


THE CONTINUATION OF THE HIS 
TORY OF RUZVANSCHAD AND OF 
THE PRINCESS CHEHERISTANY, 


PHE King of China, being nowre-. 
+ turned in —_ to his palace again, 


did not omit to tell his vizier the won 
derful adventure of the Queen and of the 
King of Thibet. Muezin was aſto- 
niſhed at it; and took occaſion from 
thence to repreſent to his maſter, once 
more, that Cheheriſtany was probably 
an enchantreſs, or, rather, ſuch ano- 
ther woman as Dilnouazez and Ruz- 
_ ſchad now began to make no doubt 
Ot it. 

One morning, when all the court iers 
were aſſembled about the palace, and 
when, according to cuſtom, they ex- 
pected the appearance of their prince, 
they were N that no one knew what 
was become of him; that the night be- 
fore, when he had commanded all his 
officers to retire, he fell aſleep upon 
a ſofa; and that, from that hour, he 


was no more to be found, neither in his 


own apartment, nor in any part of the 
palace. Freſh enquiries were made af- 
ter him; but all in vain. Several days 


being now paſſed without a probability 


of coming at any notice of him, or ſo 
much as being able to gueſs where he 
might be, all his courtiers began to 
afflict themſelves, as if they had been 
rivals in grief: they dyed their faces 
yellow; they gave themſelves up to 
weeping, and ftrewed roſes before the 
throne. 5 | 
Muezin, amongſt the reſt, was not to be 
comforted : he loved his maſter paſhon - 
ately; and, in the height of his grief, 


Ah, my prince!” cried he, © in hat 


part of the world are you? What 
„ ſhall I think of your abſence? Is ut 
© poſſible you ſhould have undertaken 
© another journey? Is it ſome enchant- 
© ment that takes you from your peo- 
ple? or do you abandon us of your 
own accord? No! you are too well 
perſuaded of our zeal and our fidelity 
ever to be willing to afflict us ſo deep · 
ly! There is no doubt but we are de- 
prived of you by the pernicious arts of 
ſome enchantreſs !” | 
W kile the ey and the reſt of the 


courtiers 
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the happy Ruzvanſchad was compleat- 
ing his joys in the Iſland of Cheheriſtan; 
whither he had been tranſported by the 
orders of Cheheriſtany. This princeſs, 
after ſhe was prochimed queen, applied 
herſelf to affairs of ſtate; and was whotly 
taken up for ſome days with the cares 
of grandeur: but,-in a little time, per- 
ceiving that ſhe ſtill loved the King of 
China, and that ſhe had reaſon to be ſa- 
tisfied with his fidelity, ſhe at laſt re- 
ſolved to perform the promiſe ſhe had 
made him. Tothis end ſhe cauſed him to 
be carried off by a Genius, who brought 
him into her own apartment. Ah, 
6 divine princeſs!” ſays Ruzvanſchad, 
as ſoon as he ſaw the Queen of Chehe- 
riſtan, © is it granted me to fee you once 
more? Alas! I durſt not flatter my- 
- © ſelf with ſo pleaſing a hope; and I 
© feared that you thought of me no 
© more!'—* No, prince! replies Che- 
heriſtany, * abſence does not produce 
* the ſame effect upon Genit as upon 
men; it never ſhakes our conſtancy.” 
It has not in the leaſt impaired mine, 
anſwers the King of China: * although 
© I am but a man, I am, in point of 
£ conſtancy, equal to any Genius. Ah, 
my queen! purſues he with a ſigh, 
© what an age did the time of our fe- 
4 paration appear to me! and with what 
« impatience did my eyes long to be- 
£ hold you!“ Sir, fays the princeſs, 
© T am ſatisfied with you; and, ſince 
your love has borne the trial, I will 


I gave you: we will unite ourſelves 
© for ever! | | 


DAY- XXVIE. 


© 4x King of China made his ac- 
| knowledgments to Cheheriſtany, 
and {wore eternal love to her. After 
this, all the chief nobles of the realm, 


and the people, were aſſembled before 


the palace by the queen's order; who 


poke to this purpoſe to them—* Ye 


great, and ye inferior Genii,who hear 
< me ſpeak, as you are engaged by an 
© oath to obey me from the time that 
© you inveſted me with the ſovereign 
© power, after the death of Menoutcher 
© my father, I do hereby declare that TI 
© will ſoon eſpouſe the Prince Ruzvan- 
s ſchad; and I do, for that reaſon, or- 


/ 


if I happe 
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eourtiers gave themſelves up to grief, der you to reſpect him as your ma- 


© ſter.* When 
called him forward, and ſhewed him to 
the people: all the Genii applauded the 
choice of the queen; and, although 
the King of China was but a man, they 
made no ſcruple, ſo great was their love 
to their princefs, to crown him King of 
Cheheriſtan. 

The ceremony of the coronation be- 
mg over, preparations were now mak- 
ing for the marriage ; but, before it was 
performed, Cheheriſtany ſaid to Ruz- 
vanſchad, Sir, I muſt have you pro- 
* miſe me one thing: I do not require 
© this promiſe of you but for our com- 
mon welfare; but it is abſolutely 
neceſſary that yon ſhould make me 
* ſuch a promiſe, and that you ſhould 
« punctually keep it; for Pl by inad- 
© vertency, you Eil in it, we ſhall both 
c of us be wretched.” — © Well, Ma- 
dam, I pray you, interrupts the Kin: 

of China, Foun me no = in 18 


* ſpenſe: let me know what it is Lam. 


* to/promiſe; you need only ſpeak; I 
am ready to perform what you re- 
© quire.'——* What I expect from you, 
replies the queen, will be a ſevere 
« trial; and, I fear, too great for you, 
As IamaGenius, and you the ſon of 
Adam, we have different inclinations; 
© weatt inadifferent manner from men; 


. we have our laws and our cuſtoms pe; 


© culiar-to ourſelves: in a word, it is 
© impoſſible that we ſhould live long 
together, except you blindly comply 
« with mein all gs.” 


Alas, Madam!” ſays Ruzvanſchad, 


and is this that ſevere trial which you 


ſuſpect me to be incapable of? Have a 


© better __ of us men, or rather of 
n 8 believe that you will always 
© have an abſolute rule over me, and 
© that I ſhall never have any will but 
yours. — Well, chen, replies the 
inceſs, you give me your promiſe, 

| n to do any thing in your 
© fight which diſpleaſes you, that you 
< will be very careful not to blame nor to 
© reprove me for it? Ves, my queen! 
ſaid he; / fo far will L be from blaming 
© your actions, that I ſwear to approve 
© them all! I will, throughout my 
© life, maintain a complaifance for you 
© equal to my love; and you will diſ- 
© oblige me for ever if you doubt of 
© me.'—— It is enough! replies Che- 
heriſtany; © I will truſt to the faith of 
6 your 


e had thus fpoke, ſhe 


8 N TER ON RET EEEEDEOR N 4 
* 1 n * 5 er _ 
1 DI E en ITE 99 . 0 1 
I; 3 8 F 2 9 3 ͤ DV! ff ̃]ꝗ7cꝙdt.....ĩ˙• ; A 
. S A IL 2,7 ys BY OG RE, SIN F 2 n 
. . 3 e 1 „ apo CB RE Ee of) ! E I LY 


DD 
3 28 % 
3 

n 

. 


JF we Da< Eat Fages 8 


n e R 4. 


ur dath; and, what ſoever I may do 
efore you, I hope you will keep your 
« thoughts to yourſelf; as to any thing 
. more, fear not that I will demand an 
« unreaſonable compliance from you. 
The Genii never do any thing that 
cis improper: if, therefore, at any time, 
« you ſee me do things that to you ſeem 
© unreaſonable, ſay within yourſelf, 
«© She has her reaſons for acting thus!“ 
The King of China having renewed his 
promiſe that he never would object to 
any thing which the princeſs might do, 
nothing was now thought of but their 
marriage. | 

The queen cauſed Ruzvanſchad to 
aſcend a throne of gold, and then ſeated 
herſelf by him : all the nobles ranged 
themſelves before them; and all the 
women of the princeſs ranked them- 
ſelves on either ſide the throne: the 


L 
* 


the king, and performed ſome ceremo- 
nies peculiar to beings of their kind. 
In the next place, the people celebrated 
the nuptials by feſtivals and rejoicings 
for three days. The King of China, in- 
finitely pleaſed with his good fortune, 
made it his whole ſtudy to pleaſe the 
- princeſs; and, conſecrating all his hours 
to paſtimes and pleaſures, he for a 
bo while loſt even the remembrance of 
China. | 

When they now had been a year mar- 
| ried, Cheheriſtany was brought to bed 
of a prince as bright as the fun. All 
the Genii made freſh rejoicings; and 
the king, tranſported to have a fon by 
ſo charming a princeſs, returned his 
thanks to Heaven perpetually for the 
bleſſing. He was out upon hunting 
when the news was brought to him: he 
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to ſee the child; which, at that time, 
the mother held in ker arms near a great 
fire. Ruzvanſchad took the little prince; 
and, after having kiſſed him very gent- 
ly for fear of hurting him, he returned 
him to the queen; and ſhe immediately 
caſt him into the fire: when, on the in- 
Rant, O miraculous ſurprize ! the fire 
and the new-born infant diſappeared, 


DAY XXVIN. 


HIS wenderful accidenttroubled 
the king not a little; but, how 
- great ſoever bis grief might be for the 
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nobles paid their duty and homage to 


of the little 


© cradle!”? 


returned back to the palace in all ſpeed - 


© your own children? 


loſs of his ſon, he bore in mind the pro- 
miſe he had given to the queen: he in- 
dulged his forrows in ſilence, and re- 
owe into 'his cloſet; where he wept, 
faying, Am I not very wretched! 
Heaven grants me a fon; I fee him 
© thrown into the flames' by his own 
© mother; and I am forbid to blame a 
© deed fo cruel]! O mother devoid of 
© nature! O cruel! — But no - more," 
adds he, correcting himſelf; I may 
© offend the queen if I ſignify my grief 
to her: let me "reſtrain my ſorrow; 
and, inſtead of ſetting my heart againſt 
a deed fo ſeemingly full of horror, 
let me ſay, and let me prevail upon 
myſelf to think, that the princeſs does 
not act without reaſon . g 

The king, therefore, ſaid not a wor 

to Cheheriſtany, notwithſtanding the 
ſtrong tendency of his heart to reproach 
her with the death of his ſon. In a year 
more ſhe brought a princeſs into the 
world, whoſe beauty ſurpaſſed even that 
| rince: ſhe was named 
Balkis. All the Genii of the ifle did 
likewife celebrate her birth with feſti- 
vals during three days. The king was 
raviſhed with the beauty of his daugh- 
ter; he was never tired with looking 
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: upon her; the made him forget the 


Prince of Cheheriſtan: but the joy of 
this unhappy father was of no long 
duration. Not many days after- the 
queen was brought to bed, there was 
ſeen come into the palace a great white 
bitch with her mouth wide open : Che- 
heriſtany perceiving it, called her, and 
ſaid, Here, take this little girl and the 
Immediately the bitch ran 
up to the cradle, took it in ker mouth, 
and went away with it. 

It would be difficult to expreſs how 
"eras the king was troubled at what 
1appened. Notwithſtanding the com- 
plaiſance he had ſworn to maintain to- 


wards the queen, he was now near 


breaking out into a thouſand harſh and 
diſobliging terms: he had no other 
way to avoid it but by retiring. He 
ſhut himſelf up in his cloſet; where, 
calling to mind the ſad fate of his fon, 


and ſtruck with the cruelty he had 


newly ſeen, * Ah, inhuman Cheheriſ- 
« tany!” ſaid he, is it thus you treat 
If the Genii 
© delight in doing actions ſo contrary 
© to nature, let them ceaſe to boaſt of 
* theadyantages of their kind, I abhor 
4 62 c their 
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- their cuſtoms and their laws: thoſe : 


s of men are far more reaſonable. But 


-© ſaid the queen to me, The Genii 
© never do any thing that is improper; 


ee and if, at any time, I do what may 
% ſhock you, ſay within yourſelf, ** She 
«© does not act thus without reaſon!” 
Is not what ſhe has done unreaſon- 
able, then? Ah! now I comprehend 
the myſtery, and ſee the cauſe of my 
© misfortune! The laws of the Genn, 
c without doubt, determine that, when 
© they marry with men, the children by 
« ſuch a marriage ſhould be put to 
death. This, to be ſure, is the motive 
© of her extraordinary procedure. O 
© cruebprinceſs! think you, then, that 
© I can be devoted thus to your will? 
© No! notwithſtanding all the tender- 
© neſs I have for you, it is not poſſible 
© T ſhould bear with your barbarous 
ry . 


cuſtoms.” | 

Although Ruzvanſchad was ſorely 
Afflicted with the loſs of his children, 
he over ruled his grief ſo far as not to 
reproach the queen: but the Ifland of 
Cheheriſtan no became an uncomfort- 


' able place to him; and he reſolved to 


return to China. Madam,“ fays he 
one day to Cheheriftany, I have a de- 
© fire to reviſit the realms of China: 
© permit me to go back to my people, 
ho have now ea long time offered up 
vos for my return. — It is well!” 
replies Cheheriſtany; I conſent that 


vyou ſatisfy the deſires of your people: 


© and, moreover, your preſence is ne- 
© ceflary.in your dominions. I know 
© that the Moguls are now levying a 
powerful army againſt you: be gone 
© to defend your empire ! Though the 
« bravery of your fubje&s be great, 
they will fight better when led on by 
© you: I will not fail to make you a 
viſit myſelf. This ſaid, the called 


„ 


a Genius, ſaying to him, Bear the king 


© inſtantly back to Chinal' The Genius 


obeyed immediately; and Ruzvanſchad 


ſoon found himſelf in his own palace 
again. 

When Muezin ſaw him, he re oiced 
exceedingly: he proſtrated himſelf be- 
fore him with his face to the earth, and 
ſaid to him, Ah, my lord! Heaven at 
© laſt has heard my yows; and you are 
© reſtored to yourpeople. Duringyour 


© abſence, I have governed your domi- 
*- nions: your ſubjects, deſpairing of 
your return, conferred the empire up- 


= 


ton me; but I now'once more behold 
* my lord and my maſter! Remount 
* your throne, Sir, Which your flave 
© has filled too ton The king re- 


lated to his vizier il char had happen - 
ed to him; and this miniſter was highly 


aſtoniſhed. | 

In the mean time, the Moguls march - 
ed towards China with great powers: 
and now they entered within the king- 
dom, andpromifed to themſelves no leſs 
than an entire conqueſt. . When news 
was brought to Ruzvanſchad of their 
march, he aſſembled what troops he 
could, and went to meet the enemy. 
He found them poſted: on a vaſt plain, 
where they wanted for nothing. He 


encamped at à convenient diſtance from 


them; and ſoon there was ſeen arrive a 
= abundance of proviſions of all 
orts, particularly quantities of biſ- 
cmts, fruits, and conſerves, with an 
infinite number of fkins; filled with 


vine and other liquors; theſe proviſions 


were loaded upon mules and camels; and 
a vizier, belonging to Ruzvanſchad, 


conducted them to the camp. This 
miniſter's name was Wely: as he came 


upon the plain with the proviſions, the 
Princeſs Cheheriſtany appeared before 
him, accompanied with ſeveral Genii, 
whounloadedthecamels, bruiſed all the 
biſcuits, overturned the fruits and the 
conſerves, and pierced the ſkins. In a 
word, they made havock of every thing, 
and let out all the liquors; ſo that they 
left nothing in a condition to be eat or 


drank. 0 


DAY XXIX. 
W ELV was very much aſtoniſh- 


ed to ſee the proviſions thus 
waſted; when the princeſs faid to him, 


So, tell the king, that it is the queen 


© his wife, who has committed all this 
© diforder!* Upon this he ſpeeded away 

with his meſſage to the palin of Ruz- 
vanſchad. Sir, ' ſays he to him, your 

© army is left without 'proviſions!* 
Then he told him all that the queen had 

done. The king was highly offended: 

even the death of bs children he thought 

was more excuſable than this action. 

While he was yet warm with indigna- 
tion, he ſaw the princeſs appear. Ma- 
dam, ſays he to her, I can no longer 
KReep ſilenee: you have tempted my 
| 6 patience 
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patience too far; you have thrown my 
ſon into the fire; you have given 
my daughter to a dog; and, how 
great ſoever my diſpleaſure may have 
been, I have witheldit from you. I 
have ſmothered my griefs ; but ſince 
what you have now done is a manifeſt 
attempt upon my life and my glory, 
I can hold no longer, and I muſt re- 
proach you. O moſt ungrateful! is it 
thus you repay my tenderneſs? What 
is it you propoſe? See here my army, 
deprived of proviſions: what will be- 
comeofit; ſay? and what will become 
of me? No doubt you intend that, 


a hk Sa „ . 


power of mine enemies. Is this to 
be ſupported?? | 
Sir, replies the queen, it had 
been much better you had now again 
ſtifled your-thoughts, than to ſuffer 
them to break out ſo unſeaſonably: 
but, ſince you have ſpoke, and that 
the evil is paſt remedy, bear it as you 
can. It were in vain to ſeek out means 
to prevent the hard fate which I dread, 
ſince it is already fixed. Ah, weak 
and imprudent prince! why have you 
not been able to reſtrain your tongue? 
Little do you think what that fire 
was to which I delivered your ſon: it 
was a wiſe and knowing ſalamander, 
to hom I intruſted the education of 
the young prince; and the bitch you 
ſaw, is a fairy Who was willing to take 
upon her the care of your daughter, 
to inſtruct her in every kind of know - 
ledge ſuitable to a Genii princeſs. 
The ſalamander and the fairy anſwer 
my expectations; and they breed up 
the prince and his ſiſter in an extraor- 
dinary manner: you yourſelf ſhall be 
a witneſs of it this inſtant.— Here, 
my guards,” continues ſhe, ſpeaking 
to the Genii that attended her, * ſee 
that my ſon and daughter be this mo- 
ment brought hither.” Scarce had 
ſhe ſpoke theſe words, when the Prince 
of Cheheriſtany and his ſiſter Balkis 
came into the tent of Ruzvanſchad; 
but none of the men that were then pre- 
ſent ſaw them, excepting the king. 
Notwithſtanding the ſituation of mind 
the King of China was in to find his 
proviſions waſted, he was tranſported 
with joy when he faw his children: he 
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without fighting, I ſhould fall into the 


buſied, Cheheriſtany vent on with Hier 
diſcourſe. Sir, ſays ſhe, I muſt 
< now inform you why I overturned 
your proviſions; the king of the Mo- 
_ means to put out your lamp of 
ife, and to reduce — his domi- 
nion the empire of China. Tocom- 
= his dehguns more effectually, he 
as, with a confiderable ſum, cor- 
rupted the fidelity of Wely: this per- 
fidious miniſter has undertaken, for 
the reward of an hundred thouſand 
ſequins of gold, to deſtroy you and 
your whole army by poiſon: You 
having intruſted to him the care of 
ſupplying the army with proviſions, 
Fe has cauſed the bifcuits and the wine 
to be tainted with à poi ſon that in- 
ſtantly works it's elfect: by this con- 
trivance your generals and your cap- 
tains would all have periſhed had not 
I waſted the proviſions. You, per- 
haps, will not be apt to believe what 
I tay; but you may eaſily convince 
yourſelf. Order the vizier to be call- 
ed: let him eat a morſel of the biſ- 
cuits in your preſence, and you will 
fee the conſequence of it. 
The king was trouhled at theſe words. 
He ordered Wely tobe called; and when 
this miniſter came, Go, ſome one,” faid 
the prince, / and find meout ſome pieces 
of the-ſcartered proviſions. There 
was brought to him a box of ſweet- 
meats, which was yet entire, and cloſed 
with the ſignet of the vizier. The king 
commanded the box to be broke open, 
and bid the traitor eat of the ſWeetmeats. 
« Sir,* ſays Wely, at preſent I have 
© no appetite; but when J have T will 
© eat of *them.*—* If you do not eat 
© of them this inſtant, replies the 
prince, I ſhall ſtrike off your headt* 
Then the vizier, ſeeing that his death 
was inevitable, choſe rather to obey: he 
took of the ſweetmeats; and no ſooner 
had he taſted of them but he fell down 
dead in the preſence of all that were in 
the tent. 4 5 ; 
Sir, ſays the queen to Ruzyan- 
ſchad, © you can no longer queſtion the 
« treachery of your vizier: and, doubt. 
* leſs, you reſt now perſuaded that the 
Gent do nothing without reafon?” 
—* Yes, Madam, replies the king; 
I own myſelf to blame in not religi- 
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embraced them both, one after the other, '* ouſly obſerving the injunction you 
with ſuch emotions of tenderneſs as pa- laid upon me: but my fears are not 
ents only feel. While he was thus yet over; my army remains without 
431 | * proviſions; 
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„ proviſions; and they will periſh by 
. who have eſcaped the poiſon.” 
No, no, ſays the princeſs, © your 
© army ſhall not want; they will be 


©* abundantly ſupplied to-morrow; for 
_ © this very night you ſhall attack your 


© enemies: you ſhall cut them in pieces; 
* you ſhall become maſter of their pro- 


— 2 


children and your wife. 
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farewel for ever“ adds ſhe, weeping 
as ſhe ſpoke: © you loſe at once. your 
In vain 
© you will wiſh to behold them more: 


never more will they delight your 


© vifions; and you ſhall return into your 


capital a conqueror in triumph,” 

As the queen ſaid, ſo it came to paſs. 
In the dead of night this princefs, with 
her whole guard of Genii, put herſelf 
at the head of the Chineſe, and poured in 
upon the Moguls with the whole _— 


After a ſhort reſiſtance, they were total 
defeated. The Genii and the Chineſe 
made fo great a flaughter, that it was 
with difficulty the King of the Moguls, 


who commanded 1n perſon, was able to 
In the morning, when day ap- 
peared, the whole plain was ſeen ftrew- 
ed with dead bodies; and Ruzvanſchad 
was the better pleaſed with this victory 
in that he loſt but few of his men. His 
army obtained a rich booty: all the 
equipages of the Moguls, as well as 
their proviſions, which were in great 
abundance, became aprey tothe — 

Then Cheheriſtany ſaid to the king 
her huſband, See where your enemies 


© all lie in the duſt! The war is ended: 


© you may return the way you came, 

and live in your palace undiſturbed, 

As for me, Iam obliged to leave you: 
there is a neceſſity we ſhould be ſepa- 

rated for ever; you never more will 
| ſee me; and I ſhall be deprived of tke 
fight of you. It is your own fault, 
my deareſt prince! why would you 
not keep the promiſe you had given 
me?*—<. Ah, juſt Heaven!” cries the 
rince, © what is it I hear? In the name 
of Heaven, Madam, think no more 
of your fatal purpoſe! I repent that 
ever I failed in my word to you: 
vouchſafe to pardon me; I proteſt to 
you ſolemnly, that henceforward you 


Do what you will; and be aſſured that 


nothing.“ Your proteſtations are 
ſuperfluous,” ſays the princeſs; our 
laws compel me to e _ myſelf 
from you: tlie laws of the Genii 
are not to be infringed. Ceaſe your 
endeavours to ſtay me: alas! were it 
in my power to pardon you, I ſhould 
not be inexorable. Adieu, prince! 


never ſhall have cauſe to blame me. 


I will be very careful to diſapprove of 
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© eyes!* At theſe words, ſhe vaniſhed 


from his fight, with the Prince Che- 
heriſtan-and the Princeſs Balkis. 


BAT W. 


HY great muſt the grief of the 
1 King of China prove, deprived 
of objects ſo dear to him! it is not in 
the power of words to expreſs it. Had 
he loſt the battle, and fallen into the 
hands of the Moguls, he would not 
have been ſo greatly afflicted. He diſ- 
figured his face; threw earth upon his 
head, and expreſſed all the actions of a 
frantick perſon: he took the road to his 
capital with his army; and, as ſoon as 
he entered his palace, he ſaid to Muezin, 
© Vizier, I leave the care of my affairs 
to you: govern my empire; act as you 
think proper; for my part, I am de- 
termined to paſs the reſt of my days 
in weeping after my wife and my 
children, whom I have loſt by my 
own imprudence. I will ſee nobody 
but you: neither do I give you the 
liberty to talk to me, but upon con- 


with any thing that relates to my 
kingdom. You ſhall ſpeak of no- 
thing to me but of Cheheriſtany and 
of my children: to indulge my ſor- 
_ ſhall be the only buſineſs of my 
life!” 

Ruzvanſchad accordingly ſhut him- 


ſelf up in his apartment, where no one 


but Muezin had permiſſion to enter. 
This miniſter viſited him every day: he 
took care to pleaſe the prince by indulg- 
ing him in his grief; and hoped that 
time might wear it away; but, on the 
—_— it grew upon him daily. The 
king fell into a deep melancholy, and 
remained almoſ ten years in a languiſh- 


ing condition: at laſt, not able to bear 


up longer under his ſorrows, he fell ſick; 
and he was now near dying, when the 
queen, appearing full before him in his 
apartment, addreſſed to him the fol- 
lowing ſpeech. © Prince, I come to put 
© an end to your trouble, and to reſtore 
you to life, which you are upon the 
point of loſing: our laws required 

that, 


dition, that 0 will never trouble me 
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© that, to puniſh your perjury, I ſhould 
© continue ten years in a ſtate of ſepa- 
© ration from you; neither was I by 
© them at liberty to return to you again, 
© unleſs you had perſeveredin your fide- 
« lity to me during that term of years. 
«© For this reaſon it was, when I quitted 
© you, that I had no hopes ever to ſee 
« you again. © The ſons of Adam,” 
© thought I, are not capable of ſo 


« laſting a conſtancy: I ſhall ſoon be. 


6 haniſhed from his remembrance.” I 
© thank Heaven I have been deceived! 
and I now ſee that men can love with 
© conſtancy: therefore, prince, am I re- 
«© turned to you, continues ſhej and, to 
© compleat your joys, you ſhall likewiſe 
© ſee your children again. 

No ſooner had ſhe ſpoke, than the 
Prince of Cheheriſtan and the Princeſs 
Balkis entered, and preſented themſelves 
before Ruzvanſchad, who was raviſhed 
at the fight of them. As he was the 
fondeſt father and the moſt loving huſ- 
band, his heart was divided by all the 
tender paſſions which paternal and con- 
jugal affections could inſpire: his health 
was renewed in a little time; and theſe 
four perſons lived happily together a 

reat many years, At laſt, after the 
death of the king and of the queen, 
the Prince of Cheheriſtan took poſſeſ- 
ſion of the kingdom of China; and the 
Princeſs Balkis went to reign in the 
Iſland of Cheheriſtan; till, in time, ſhe 
became the wife of the great Prophet 
Salomon. 


When the nurſe of Farruknaz came 
to the end of this hiſtory, the women of 
the princeſs, who delighted in the ad- 
ventures of Genii, and in enchant- 
ments, preferred it to the tory of Aboul- 
caſem: but all the others were of a con- 
trary opinion ; and maintained, that the 
hiftory of the young man of Baſra was 
more entertaining. For my part, 
ſays Farruknaz, I muſt blamet ug 
© of China for not keeping the promiſe 

he made to Cheheriftany, ſince ſhe had 

forewarned him that the Genii did 

nothing without reaſon: this is a 

plain proof that men are not ſlaves to 

their word.“ Madam, ' replies Sut- 
lumemé, there are men who will not 
© forfeit their word to preſerve their 
life; as I ſhall make appear by the hiſ- 
«* tory of Couloufe, and of the beauti- 


* ful Dilara, if you will have the pa- 
© tience to hear it.'—"" With all my 
© heart!? ſays the princeſs; I ſee, like- 
© wiſe, that all my women take a plea- 
© ſure in liſtening to you.“ Then the 
nurſe began thus. 


THE HISTORY OF COULOUFE, AND 
OF THE BEAUTIFUL DILARA; 


* ER E lived at Damas an elderly 
merchant, whoſe name was Ab- 
dallah, who was eſteemed the richeſt 
amongſt thoſe of his profeſſion; he re- 
. that he had travelled into all parts 
of the world, and expoſed himſelf to a 
thouſand dangers to heap up riches, 
ſince he had no children. However, 
he ſpared no expence to procure a child: 
he ſet his houſe open to the poor; and 
gaye charities daily to the derviſes, de- 
wing of them to pray for a ſon for him. 
He likewiſe founded hoſpitals and 
convents, and built moſques; but it 
was all to no purpoſe: and Abdallah 
2 deſpaired of ever becoming a fa- 
ther. | 7 

He ſent one day for an Indian phyſi- 
cian to his houſe, who was in great re- 
pntation: he made him fit down to his 
table; and, after having entertained 
him well, he ſaid to him, O, doctor! I 
© have deſired paſſionately theſe many 
« years to have a ſon.— Sir, anſwers 


the Indian, * it is a favour which de- 


© pends on Heaven: nevertheleſs, it 1s 
© not forbidden to men to endeayour 
© after the means to obtain it. Do 
you order me, ſays Abdallah, What 
I muſt do for it, and I promiſe you 
to follow your directions.“ In the 
firſt place, ſays the phyſician, you 
muſt purchaſea young ſlave that is tall 
and ſtraight as a cypreſs: let her be of 
a beautiful countenance, her cheeks 
plump, and her — large. In the 
next place, ſhe muſt have a ſoft, agree - 
able tone of voice; a chearful look, 
and a ſprightly converſation: laſtly, 
it will be requiſite that you mould 
have a liking to each other. Beſides 
this, before you have any intercourſe 
with this flave, it will be neceſſary 
© that you keep yourſelf chaſte for fort 

© days, and that your mind be diſen- 
c gaged from buſineſs: during that time, 
© likewiſe, you muſt eat nothing but the 
* fleſh of a black wether, and _ 
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© old wine. If you keep punctually to 
the obſervance of all theſe things, 
© there is reafon to hope you may have 
© ſon.“ 


DAY XXXI. 


X BDALLAH, accordingly, bought 

a beautiful ſlave; he punQually 
obſerved the orders of the phyſician 
me proved with child—and be had a ſon 
by ber: the child was named Conloufe; 
and, to celebrate his birth, Abdallah 
affembled all his friends to a magnifi- 
cent banquet, and beſtowed great cha- 
ritfes, as the earneſt of his thanks to 
Heaven for the accompliſhment of his 
vows. Care was taken toeducate Cou- 
Joufe; and new inſtructions were given 
him, from diy to day, as he grew up. 
He had variety of maſters, who found 


bim very - to learn under them: he 


was inſtrufed in the Hebrew, Greek, 
Turkiſh, and Indian languages; and 
even taught to write them all well. It 
was not thought ſufficient tomake him 
read the Alcoran; he was likewiſe ad- 
mitted to read the commentators upon 
it; he kneweven the myſtical meaning 
of every thing ung fan therein: above 
all, he was well inſtructed in the point 
of predeftination; and knew all the 


_ doubtful, as well as all the certain, 


ints. He was not ſuffered to remain 
ignorant in the hiſtory of the Arabian 
tribes, the hiſtory of Perſia, and the 
annals of the kings: moreover, he 
Jearned morality, philoſophy, phy fick, 
and aſtronomy. He was not eighteen 
years of age, when, beſides all theſe 
things, he Knew ſcveral others: he was 
a good poet, and a ſkilful muſician; he 
was likewiſe a great maſter of bodily 
exerciſes; no one ever drew a bow be- 
yond him, nor managed the ſabre and 
the lance with greater force and more 
addreſs. Ina word, he became a young 
man of a moſt accompliſhed merit. 

How great a ſatisfaction muſt a fa- 
ther receive from fuch a ſon! Abdallah 
loved him more than his life, and could 
not bear to have him a moment from 
his ſight. In the mean time, Death, who 
ſeems to ſingle out the happieſt amongſt 
men, had now given a ſummons to this 
old merchant. Perceiving himſelf now 
at the extremity, he made Couloufe fit 
down by his bed; and he employed his 
laſt minutes in giving him wholeſome 
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counſels. After his death, and the ſo- 


lemnizing of his funeral, his ſon en- 


tered upon the poſſeſſion of all his 


riches: but this young man had no 
ſooner got them into his power than he 
began to diſſipate what his father had 
acquired with ſo great induſtry. He 


built a palace, he bought beautiful 


ſlaves, and made choice of ſeveral young 
men to be the companions of his rio- 
tous life: they diverted themſelves night 
and day together; his table was Faviſhl y 
ſpread with meats and wines of the moſt 
exquiſite kind; mirth and muſick, feaſt. 
ing and dancing, was the whole em- 
ployment of his life. Thus he lived 
ſeveral years, as if the ſource of his 

leaſures were inexhauftible: never- 
theleſs, he waſted his whole patrimony; 
inſomuch that he was obliged to ſell his 
palace and his flaves. In alittle time 
more he found himſelf quite reduced to 
want; which was no ſmall triumph to 


his enemies. 


Then he began to repent of his pro- 
digality: he went to all the young men 
by had contributed to his ruin. My 
© friends,” ſays he to them, © you have 
© ſeen mein my ee ſee me 

now in miſery; I apply ew to 
you—help me to raiſe myſelf from 
this low condition—call to mind the 
offers of ſervice you have ſo often 
made me at my own table. I make 
no doubt but you are troubled to ſee 
me reduced fo low; and will, T hope, 
relieve me in my diſtreſs.” Thus did 
the unhappy Couloufe try the gratitude 
of his friends, and endeayour to ſtir 
them up to his relief: but they were 


deaf to what he ſaid. Some anſwered 


him, that they were very much con- 
cerned to ſee him in fo deplorable a con- 
dition, and acquitted themſelves in pray- 
ing to Heaven to have. compaſſion on 
him; others, adding cruelty to their in- 
gratitnde, turned their backs upon him, 
and refuſed even to condole with him. 
< Ofaithleſs friends!* cried he, © your 
© ingratitude and hardneſs of heart af. 
© flicts me deeply: I am juſtly puniſhed 
for my folly in believing that you 
© ever truly loved me! | 
The ſon of Abdallah, more troubled 
in his mind in that he had been fo far 
miſtaken in the friendſhip of his looſe 
companions, than grieved for the po- 
verty of his condition, reſolved to ba- 
niſh himſelf from Damas, where he had 


ſo many witneſſes of his indiſcretion. * 


He 
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He ſet out for the land of the Keraltes, 
and came to Caracorum, where at that 
time Cabal -Can reigned: he took u 
his lodgings in a publick inn; and, 
with the little money he had left, he 
bought himſelf a robe and turban of 
Indian linen. He paſſed whole days in 
walking about the city: he went into 
the market - places, and the gardens, to 
obſerve what was moſt remarkable; 
and when night came on he retired re- 
gularly to his inn. i 

He heard one day that the King of 
the Keraites was making preparations 
for a war; that the two neighbouring 
kings, who paid him a large tribute 

early, refuſed to continue it; that they 
hand made a league together; and that 
they had already levied forces to reſiſt 
Cabal-Can, if he offered to come into 
their territories. When Couloufe was 
informed of theſe things, he went to the 
king to offer his ſervice to him; and he 
e him in his army. This young 
man ſignalized himſelf in this war by 
actions which drew upon him the won- 
der of the ſoldiers, the eſteem of the of - 
ficers, and the favour of the Prince Mir- 
gehan, ſon of the king of the Keraites. 
Neither did his reputation ſtop here: af- 
ter the example of theſe two neighbour- 
mg kings, other princes likewiſe, who 
paid tribute, took up arms; ſo that Ca- 
bal-Can was obliged to turn the war 
now upon theſe new enemies, whom he 
foon brought to ſue for peace. The fon 
of Abdallah had by this means freſh 
occaſions to diſtinguiſh himſelf by his 
bravery; which he did in fo extraordi- 
nary a manner, that Mirgehan was re- 
ſolved to have him to himſelf. 

Couloufe ſoon gained the friendſhip 
of this prince; who, daily diſcovering” 
| his good qualities, honoured him with 
his confidence. In a little time after 
Cabal-Can died: the prince his ſon ſuc- 
ceeded him. He was no ſooner ſettled: 
upon the throne, but he ſhowered his 
favours upon the ſon'of Abdallah, who 
became his firſt favourite; Couloufe, 
now ſeeing his condition altered, and: 
that he flouriſhedi more than ever, ſaid” 
within himſelf, © It muſt be that the 
events of human life are determined 
in Heaven from the beginning! When 
I lived at Damas, amidſt my pleaſures, 
* could J ever imagine I ſhould fall into 
* miſery?” And, vien I came to Caraco- 
* rum; wharhopes vouldi havevf becoin 


ing what Iam? No, no! all the good 
and all the evil of our lives is indepen- 
dent of ourſelves, and not to be pre- 
© vented! Let us live, therefore, after 
© the defire of our hearts, and ſubmit 
© ourſelves to that deſtiny which we 
© cannot avoid. 

Thus reaſoned the ſon of Abdallah; 
and, relying upon this principle, he fol- 
lowed his inclinations without reſtraint. 
One day, as he went out of the palace, 
he met an old woman, covered with a 
veil of Indian linen, which was tied 


with ribbands and fillets of filk ; ſhe 


wore a great necklace of pearls; ſhe had 


a ſtaff in her hand; and five ſlaves, co- 


vered with veils, accompanied her, He 


came up to theold woman,and aſked her 


if thoſe flaves were to be fold. © Ves, 


replied ſhe. Upon this, he lifted up their 
veils, and ſaw that the flaves were young 
and beautiful: one he thought charm- 
ing beyond the reſt. Let me buy this 
of you, ſaid he to the old woman; 
I like her well. No, ſays ſhe, 1 
will not recommend her to you: you 
appear to me a perſon of worth and diſ- 
tinction; you ſhould have one that is 
more beautiful, I have a great choice 
of them at home: I have Turkiſh vir- 
gins, Greeks, Sclavonicks, Tonians, 
Ethiopians, ſome of China, Arme- 
nians, and Georgians. I will bring 
them all before you, and you ſhal 
take'which you like moſt. Follow me, 
then, continues ſhe. Upon which ſhe 
went forward, and Couloufe followed 
after. | 
As they came before a moſque, the 
old woman faid to him, © O young man! 
attend me here a moment till I re- 
turn.“ He waited near an hour, and 
began do grow impatient; but now ſhe 
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appeared, with a virgin that carried a 


bundle under her arm: there was in it 
a- veil, and the upper- garmient of a wo- 
man; with which the old woman co- 
vered Couloufe, ſaying, Sir, we are 
© perſons of reputation, and of a good 
© family; it would not be reputable in 
us: to receive a ſtranger.'—* Mother," 
replies he, you need only command 
me, Fam ready to do what you think 
fit. Then he put on the habit, and 
threw the veil over his head, and went 
along with the old woman; who brought 
him'to a place where he had never been 
before”: they entered a great houſe, or 
rather a palace; for every thing he ſaw 
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had an air of grandeur and magnificence. 


After they had croſſed over a vaſt court, 
aved with green marble, they came 


into a hall of a prodigious extent; in 


the middle of Which there was a baſon 


of porphyry filled with water, wherein a 


number of little ducks ſported; and it 
was: compaſſed round with an aviary, 
made of golden wires, in which a thou - 
ſand birds of different kinds warbled 
out their various harmony. 


"DAY XXXII. 


A HILE Couloufe was wholly 


taken up in conſidering the 


birds, and a number of other objects, 


which contributed to make this hall 
the moſt entertaining place imaginable, 
there came in a young lady, who ap- 
proached the young man with a ſmile 
upon her countenance: ſhe made him 
a profound reverence; and, after he had 
ſaluted her, ſhe took him by the hand, 
and prayed him to ſeat himſelf upon 
cuſhions of golden brocade which lay 
upon ſofas of the ſame ſtuff. When 
he was ſeated, ſhe took a handkerchief 
of the fineſt linen, and with her own 


hands, wiped his face and his eyes; and, 


at the ſame time, looked ſo kindly upon 
him, and gave him ſuch bewitching 
{miles and glances, that he was tho- 
roughly ſmitten with her. 

He now was determining with him- 
ſelf to buy her; when another young 
lady appeared, much fairer than the firſt, 
with yellow treſſes waving in ringlets, 
upon her naked ſhoulders: ſhe came up 
to the ſon of Abdallah with an engag- 
ing air; ſhe took his hands to kiſs, and 
utherfelf in a poſture to waſh his feet 
in a baſon of gold. He would not con- 


ſent to it; and, truck with the beauty 


of her charms, he raiſed himſelf up with 
a deſign to throw himſelf at her feet, and 
to fix his choice there: but, on a ſud- 
den, he became immoveable, like one de- 
prived of the uſe of all his ſenſes; for 
he was ſurprized at once with the fight 
of twenty young damſels, that ſeemed 
to vie with each other in beauty. They 
s ecompanied a young perſon, yet more 
beautiful, and in a richer attire, than 
any of the reſt, and who ſeemed to be 
their miſtreſs. Couloufe imagined. he. 


ſaw the moon ſurrounded by the ſtars; 


and fainted, quite overpowered with the 
fight of this raviſhing object. | | 
All the flaves ran immediately to his 


* 


aſſiſtance; and, having brought him ou 
of his trance, the lady who was the oc- 
caſion of it addreſſed herſelf thus tohim 3 
Let me bid you welcome, poor bird, 


- * entangledin a ſnare! Couloufe kiſſed 


the earth, and fett hed a deep figh. They 
placed him upon the ſofa; and, in the 
mean time, there was ſherbet brought 
in a golden cup enriched with jewels: 
the lady drank of it, and preſented it 
to the young man, After this, ſhe ſat 
down by him; and, perceiving him fo 
diſordered that he was not able to ſpeak 
a word, How comes it, ſays he, that. 
© you are ſo troubled? Banith this heavi- 
© neſsand melancholy whichoverclouds 
© your looks: you are not pleaſed with 
© us; our company, I fear, is tireſome 
© to you !'—* Ah, fair creature!“ re- 
plies he, caſting a languiſhing look up- 
on her, ©* inſult me no farther, I beſeech 
you: you know too well how much 
the man mutt ſuffer who beholds your 
* charms; and, I confeſs, I am over- 
come by them; my ipirits are in a 
* diforder and ae which I never 
felt before! — Be chearful,” ſays 
the lady, interrupting him, and think 
© that you are come hither to purchaſe 
© a ſlave; let us fit down to eat; and I 
© hope we ſhall be able to divert you.” 
Having ſaid this, the took Couloufe 
by the hand, and conducted him into a 
hall; where they ſat down, with all the 
other ladies, at a long table, covered 


with baſkets of ſandal-wood full of- 


dry ſweet-meats and comfitures of Ma- 
mouny, with Tannoury-apples, and 
other exquiſite fruits. When they had 
eat, they roſe from table; and there was 


brought in a baſon and ewer of gold: 
the ladies waſhed their hands with the. 


fineſt kind of paſte of a moſt exquiſite 
compoſition, and wiped them with ſilken 
towels of a roſe-colour; after which 
they went into the wine-chamber. This 
was an agreeable withdrawing-room, 
adorned with ſeveral caſkets of balms, 
with. roſes, and other ſweet-ſmelling 
flowers, which grew in a border round 
a marble-baſon full of cryſtal- water: 
this baſon ſerved to cool the wine, and 


gave a freſhneſs to the flowers, which 
rendered this place a moſt delicious re- 
All the ladies invited Couloufe 
to drink, and likewiſe drank themſelves; 
inſomuch that the whole company re- 


treat. 


turned into the hall warmed with wine, 


There ſome of the ladies began to 


dance, and others to play upon the harp, 
upon 


upon the canoun or guitar of David, 


upon the Arganoun- organ, and the Bar- 
bot-violin: but, notwithſtanding their 
great ſkill upon theſe inſtruments, they 
played nothing comparable to the lady 
who had charmed the ſon of Abdallah, 
This exquiſite perſon, willing in her 
torn to ſhew her ſkill, took a lute; and, 
ſetting it in tune, ſhe played molt di- 
vinely; then, ordering a harp to be 
brought, ſhe played in the Raſtian mea- 
ſure; afterwards ſhe took a viol, and 
played after the meaſure of Iſpahan; 
and, laſtly, expreſſed, upon a. ſoft lute, 
the meaſures of Rihaouy: in a word, 


ſhe ran through the twelve meaſures in ' 


order and the twenty-four diviſions of 
muſick. She likewiſe ſung; and the 
enamoured Couloufe was as much ra- 
viſhed with her voice as with her man- 
ner of playing upon the inſtruments. 

He was charmed to ſuch a degree, 
that, not being able to contain himſelf 


any longer, he cried out, My queen! 


you have quite vanquiſhed and de- 
ſtrayed my very reaſon! It is not poſ- 


* {ible for me to reſiſt the tranſports 


© which you inſpire! Suffer me to kiſs 
© one of your fair hands, and to throw 


« myſelf at your feet!“ Having ſpoke 


thus, this paſſionate lover caſt himſelf 
down like a diſtracted perſon; and, 


ſeizing upon one of the lady's hands, 


he kiſſed it in raptures: but this lovely 
perſon, offended with his boldneſs, caſt 
him off with a haughty air; and ſaid to 


him, Whoever thou art, ſtop thy at- 


* tempt, and paſs not the bounds of 
modeſty. I am a virgin of quality; 
it is in vain you defire to poſſeſs me, 
it never will be granted, and you will 
ſee me no more!” At theſe words ſhe 
withdrew; -and all the other ladies fol- 
lowed her example. 


K an 
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alone in the hall, tortured with a 
thouſand different paſſions, to find the 
lady diſſatisfied with his conduct whom 
he aer. to diſtraction. The old wo- 
man who brought him thither, came to 
him, faying—* What have you done, 
* young man? Why would you ſuffer 
your deſires to hurry you beyond the 
bounds of reaſon? Notwithſtanding 


a © ona = 


here of every nation, you ſhould haye 


I pretended to you that I had ſlaves 
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© judged, by the magnificence of this 
© houſe, and by the manner in which 
© you were received, that you were not 
© under the roof of one who makes a 


trade of felling ſlaves. The lady whom 


* you have offended is the daughter of 


© one of the principal men of the court: 


* you ſhould have behayed yourſelf 
© with greater reſpe&.” 

This diſcourſe from the old woman. 
heightened atonce the love of Couloute, 


and the regret he felt for obliging the 


lady to retire by his imprudent tranſ- 
ports: he was extremely caſt down, and 
deſpaired of ever ſeeing her again; when 
ſhe returned into the hall with the other 
ladies, in a change of habit, and dreſſed 
out with greater care. Seeing the ſon 
of Abdallah forrowful and penſive, ſhe 
burſt out into a laughter. I believe, 
ſays ſhe to him, that you heartily re- 
« pentof your fault; and I will for once 
* pardon you, upon condition you will 
© be more diſcreet for the future, and 
© that you will tell me who you are.“ 
As there was nothing he defired more 
than a reconciliation with this charm- 
ing perſon, he told her, without heſita- 
tion, that his name was Couloufe, and 
that he was the king's favourite. Sir,” 
then ſaid ſhe, it is now long ſince I have 
© known you by reputation, and that I 
© have heard you ſpoken of very much 
© to your advantage. I have likewiſe 
© defired to fee you more than once; and 
© I am very much pleaſed to enjoy that 
* ſatisfaction at preſent. Let us go on 
© with our dances and our muſick, ſays 
ſhe, turning herſelf to the other ladies: 
© let us employ all our beft endeavours 
to divert our gueſt.“ All the ladies 
began afreſh to dance, or to play upon 
inſtrumerts; and this diverſion laſted 
till night. When the day- light had left 
the ſky, there was immediately an in- 


finite number of tapers lighted up; and, 
while ſupper was preparing, the youn 

lady and the ſon of Abdallah had lei- 
HE ſon of Abdallah remained 


ſure to diſcourſe together. She put a 
great many queſtions to him concern- 


ing Mirgehan the king, whether this 


prince had any fine women in his ſera- 
glio: © Yes, Madam, replies Couloufe, 
* he has ſlaves of no ordinary beauty. 
There is one of them he loves at pre- 
ſent, whoſe name is Ghulendam; ſhe 
is young, ſhe is well formed; and I 
ſhould think her the moſt beautiful 
creature in the world, if I had never 
ſeen you; your charms, I confeſs, are 
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far ſuperior to hers, and ſhe is in no- 
* thing to be compared to you. This 
flattering ſpeech pleaſed Dilara not a 
little; for ſo was the name of the young 
lady. She was the daughter of Boy- 
ruck, a Keraite grandee, who now was 
abſentfrom Caracorum: Mirgehan had 
fent him to Samarcande, with a com- 
pliment to Uſbec- Can upon his coming 
to the crown of Tartary; ſo that Dilara, 
during the abſence of her father, took 
a pleaſure ſometimes to draw in young 
men to her, only for her diverſion; for 
when once they began to forget them- 
ſelves, and loſe their reſpec, ſhe knew 
very well how to check their raptures. 
She therefore was highly delighted 
to hear Couloufe ſay that ſhe was more 
beautiful than the king's miſtreſs. This 
raiſed her vanity and her good-humour 
at the ſametime. While they were at 
ſupper, ſhe ſaid a thouſand diverting 
things; and by her wit compleated 
that paſſion in the breaſt of her gueſt 
which her beauty had begun. His 
wit likewiſe ſhone at table, and added 
to their mirth: warmed with the ſight, 
and with the ſprightlineſs of the young 
lady, his imagination made a great 
many very pleaſant ſallies, from time 
to time, When it was now time for 
him to return, he proftrated himſelf be. 
fore Dilara, and Rid to her; © Should 
© T remain here an hundred years, I 
© ſhould never think myſelf with you 
© but a moment; but, however greatly 
© I am charmed with your converſa- 
© tion, I muſt be gone, and leave you 
© to your reſt: to-morrow, if you will 
Fgrant me your permiſſion, I ſhall come 
© again.'— You have my conſent,” re- 
plies the lady; © you need only place 
© yourſelf in the evening near the gate 
© of the moſque where you were found 
5 to-day, and you ſhall be conducted 


© hither again. This ſaid, ſhe ordered 


a purſe to be brought her, interwo- 
ven with ſilk and threads of gold, the 
work of her own hands; in which there 
were jewels of a conſiderable value. 
Here, Couloufe,* ſays ſhe; © de not 
© refuſe this little preſent, if you have 
© a mind ever to fee me again. The 
ſon of Abdallah took the purſe; re- 
turned his thanks to the lady, and went 
out of the hall: in the court he met the 
good old woman, who opened to him 
the ſtreet · gate, and ſhewed him the way 
which led to the palace. | 
As ſoon as he entered the palace, he 
retited into his apartment, and went to 
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night in running over in his 


I 


thoughts every thing he had' ſeen that 
day: he was ſo taken up with Dilara, 


that ſleep never cloſed his eyes; he roſe 


early in the morning, and went to pre- 
ſent himſelf before the king. This 
prince, who had not ſeen him the day 
before, and who had often enquired after 
him, was in pain about him. Aud 
© whence come you, Couloufe?* ſays he 
to him, as ſoon as he ſaw him enter. 
What became of you yeſterday? and 


* where did you hide yourſelf? Sir, 


replies the favourite, when your ma- 
« zeſty ſhall know my adventure, you 


© willnotbe ſurprized that you have not 


© ſeen me. Then he related all that had 
happened to him, Is it poſſible, ſays 
Mirgehan, that this young lady mould 
© be ſo charming as you ſpeak her? You 
* talk of her with ſo much warmth and 
earneſtneſs, that Lam apt to think you 
« ſether in too advantageous alight. 


* Sir,” replies the ſon of Abdallah; far 


from flattering her perfections, I give 


* you my word, that the is much be- 


« yond what I can ſay. Believe me, 
« Sir, if Many, the famous painter of 


© China, ſhould undertake her picture, 


© he would deſpair, and not without 
© reaſon, of ever riſing up to her charms 


© with his pencil. It is too much!“ 


ſays the king; * you have raifed in me 
© a defire to ſee this lady; and I am 
* reſolved I will go along with you in 
© the eyening, fince you are invited to 
© return to her.” 

Couloufe was uneaſy at the curioſity 
of the young king of the Keraites: he 
apprehended the conſequences. of it with 
regard to his love. How is it poſ- 
« fible, Sir, replies he, that I ſhould: 
introduce = to this lady? Whom. 
© ſhall I ſay that you are?“ I will dif- 
2 | nag myſelf,” lays the king, and paſs 
for your ſlave; by that means I ſhall 
© have admittance with you; and I 
* will lie concealed. in ſome by-place, 
from whence I ſhall be able to ſee 
© every thing.” The ſon. of Abdallah 
durſt not contradict his maſter, who. 
dreſſed himſelf in the habit of a ſlave; 
and in twilight they both went out, and 
placed themſel ves near the gate of the 
moſque. They had not ſtood there long, 
before they ſaw the old woman appear; 
who ſaid to Couloufe, Where was 
the neceſſity of bringing this ſlave 
© with you? You muſt ſend him back 
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HE king was very much morti- 
| "I" fied when he heard the old woman 
ſpeak thus: upon which Couloufe took 
upon him to reply My good mother, 
ſays he, let me prevail with you; give 


this ſlave leave to follow us. This 


« young fellow has wit, and a great 
« many diverting qualities; he makes 
« verſes off hand, and ſings to perfec- 
tion: your lady will not be ill pleaſed 
© to ſee him. The old woman made 
no obje&ion; ſo they went on all three; 
Couloufe diſguiſed, as the day before, 


under the upper-garment of a woman, 


and Mirgehan in the habit of a flave. 
They entered the court, and paſſed on 
into the hall, which they found illu- 
minated with a prodigious number of 
perfumed tapers, that ſcattered light 
and odours at the ſame time. 

Dilara demanded of the ſon of Ab- 
dallah, why he ſuffered-his flave to fol- 
low him. Madam, ſays he, © I brought 
him on purpole to divert you: he is a 
© mimick, a poet, and a muſician; and 
© I hope you will not be ill pleaſed with 
him. Since it is ſo, ſays ſhe, © I 
© bid him welcome. - But hark you, 
friend, adds ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to 
the king, * behave yourſelf with modeity 
and ſubmiſſion; and have a care how 


« you fail in your reſpetts, leſt youſſiould 


* repentof it. The prince, ſeeing him- 


ſelf now under a neceſſity to play the 
buffoon, gave himſelf a turn to plea- 
ſantry, and acquitted himſelf ſo hand- 
ſomely, that the lady ſaid to the fa- 
vourite, Truly, Couloufe, you have 
brought us a very witty, and a ver 

© diverting youth: methinks I ſee like - 


cup - bearer this night; I have taken 


a a a a 


the good fortune to, pleaſe you, re- 
plies the favourite, he is no longer 
* mine: take him, Madam, to yourſelf. 
© —Caltapan,” ſays he to the king, I 
am no longer your maſter; there ſtands 
* your miſtreſs.” At theſe words the 
rince came up to the lady; and, kiſſing. 
er hand, ſaid, Madam, I am now 
* your ſlave! and I feel myſelſ already 
© diſpoſed to ſerve you with great zeal.” 
She accepted Mirgehan for her ſlave. 

* And, Sir, ſaid ſhe to Couloufe, I 


wiſe ſomething of a noble and gallant 
air in his manners; he muſt be our 


a liking: to him. —£ Since he has 


© longing hence forward to me: but give 


me leave to depoſit him in your hands; 


he ſhall live with you, and you ſhall 
bring him to me as often as you come 
— I cannot keep him in my 


flave; the whole world knows him 
for ſuch: if, therefore, he were ſeen 
to come from your ſervice to mine, 
it might give occaſion to malicious 
whiſpers, of which I cannot be too 
© cautious.” After they had ſpun out 
their converſation to ſome length, Cou- 
loufe and Dilara fat down to ſupper, 
and the king ſtood before them to wait. 
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As this prince went on to divert the 


lady with a thouſand ridiculous and 
pleaſant things, ſhe ſaid to the favourite, 
Sir, give this youth leave to eat and 
© drink with us.“ Madam, replies 
Couloufe, © he does not uſe to fit at 
© table with me..“ Be not ſo rigid,” 


ſays the lady; © let him drink with us, 


that he may love us the more. Set 
© yourſelf at table, then, Caltapan, 
ſays the ſon of Abdallah, * ſince it is 
the lady's pleaſure you ſhould do it. 

The counterfeit flave did not ſtay to 
be commanded twice: he fat down be- 
tween Couloufe'and the lovely daugh- 
ter of Boyruck, Heeat; and when wine 


was brought, the lady. filled a cup to 


the brim, and preſented it to him: 
© Here, Caltapan, ſays ſhe, drin this 
© brimmer to my health!* He took the 
cup; and, firſt kiſſing the hand that pre- 
ſented it to him, he drank it off. After 
this, wine was filled about, and the 
fair Dilara encouraged the jollity of her 
gueſts by her own example. She took 
up a golden cup quite full, and addreſ- 


ling herſelf: to the ſon of Abdallah, 


© Couloufe,' ſaid ſhe to him, I drink 
to your inclinations, to the charming 
Ghulendam, the favourite ofthekingꝭ 
— Madam, replies Couloufe, bluſh 
ing; Heaven forbid that I ſhould 
ever have the-boldneſs-to lift up my 
thoughts to the miſtreſs of my prince 
I have too great a reſpe& for him 
to — Hol' interrupts him, the 
lady ſmilingʒ you affect to be diſcreet: 
I remember very well, that yeſterda 
you ſpoke to me of Ghulendam in ſo 
paſſionate a manner, that you ſeem- 
ed charmed with her; I dare ſay you 
love her. Confeſs frankly to us, that 
you are not her averſion, and that 
* ſometimes you divert yourſelves to- 


- 


look upon this young fellow-as. be- © gether, as we do now.“ Couloufe 


foreſaw 


ouſe, becauſe he is known to be your 


* : 
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foreſa the conſequence of theſe words, 


and was troubled. I beſeech you, 
Madam, ſays he, railly me no longer 
upon this ſubject! I never had the 
© leaſt converfation in private with that 
4 lady. | | | 

The confuſion he was in redoubled 
the laughter of Dilara. Inſtead of aſ- 


fuming a ſerious countenance, ſhe went 
on; © You ſhould tell us your adven- 
* tures.—Caltapan,” adds ſhe, looking 


upon the counterfeit ſlave, tell thy 


© maſter to put a little more confidence 


in us. Come, Sir, ſays the king, 


comply with the lady's requett, when. 


ſne intreats you with ſo good a grace. 
© Relate to her the riſe and the progreſs 
* of your loves: inform her how far you 
have prevailed upon Ghulendam; and 


© tell her after what manner you both 


© of you deceive the king. — Madam, 


purſues he, turning towards Dilara, 
I Fam as curious to hear theſe things 


© as you can be; for, notwithſtanding 


that I pretend to keep a ſecret as well 
as any man, I proteſt to you, that 


© this gentleman has always concealed 


© his paſſion for the favourite lady from 


of * 
mm; 
Couloufe was quite diſconcerted with 


what Mirgehan laid; and faw plainly 


that the raillery of Dilara made evil im- 
preſſions upon the mind of the prince. 


In the mean time, they continued all 


three to drink; and the king, inſenſibly 


warmed with the wine, forgot the per- 
ſonage he had undertaken to maintain, 
My princeſs, ſaid he to the lady, ſing 


me now, I beſeech you, a pleaſant 


* ſong, for L am told you ſing charm- 
*.ingly.” Though he ſpoke this with 


a great familiarity, the daughter of 


Boyruck was ſo far from being of- 
fended,that ſhe burſt out intolaughter— 
With all my heart,” faid ſhe, © my 
© gear Caltapan! there is nothing that [ 
*'would not do for you.” Immediately 
ſhe called for her lute ready tuned, and 
played an excellent air in the Yrack 
meaſure, which ſhe accompanied with 
her voice: then, taking a tabor in her 
hand, ſhe ſung an air in the Bouſelick 
meaſure. 1 
The king, who never heard ſuch ſing- 
ing before, nor the lute nor the tabor ſo 


» kilfully managed, was all in raptures; 


and, quite forgetting that he was to paſs 
for a ſlave, I amenchanted with you, 
© Madam!* cries he; and, notwith- 
« ſtanding the wonders which Couloufę 


_ ©. king himſelf!” 
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© related of you to me, I find he came 
far ſhort-of the truth,” 
Abdallah made figns to him to recollect 
himſelf; but it was to no purpoſe. No,“ 
purſues the prince, Iſaac Mouſeli, my 
muſician, whoſe voice is fo much ad- 
© mired, tings not half fo agreeably as 
you. Dilara, perceiving at theſe 
words that it was the king ſhe had all 
this while taken for a ſlave, roſe up 
from her place in haſte, and ran for a 
veil to cover her face. Alas! ſays ſhe 
in a whiſper to her women, * we are 
* utterly ruined! This is no ſlave that 
© came here with Couloufe; it is the 
When ſhe had given 

them to underſtand this, ſhe haſtened 

back to Mirgehan, not daring to fit 

down before him. Pray, Madam," 

ſays the prince, be ſeated; it is my 

duty rather to ſtand in your preſence, 

Am not your ſlave? I ſhoald not have 

© ſat down myſelf, if you, who are my 

* ſovereign miſtreſs, had not laid your 

© commands upon me.” 

At theſe words the daughter of Boy- 


ruck began to weep: © Ah, great mo- 


* narch!* ſays ſhe, throwing herſelf at 
his feet, I humbly ſupplicate your ma- 


« jeſty to have compaſſion upon me. 1 
am a young virgin void of experience: 


vouchſafe, I beſeech you, to pardon 
it!' The king raiſed the lady, and 
gave her comfort: he told her to fear 
nothing; and aſked who-ſhe was. She 
ſatisfied his curioſity: after which he 
went out of the houſe with Couloute, 


* 

« you have been a witnefs to my folly; 
ov 

(4 


and regained his palace. 


DAY XXXV. 


ILAR A meant no more than to 


railly Couloufe about Ghulen- ' 
dam: but the conſequences of her plea- 
ſantry proved far otherwiſe than ſhe 


could have imagined. Mirgehan fu- 


ſpected that there was love between his 


favourite miſtreſs and the fon of Ab- 


dallah; and he doubted not but they 
taſted the ſweets of their paſſion, even 
in his own palace, without any regard 


to the duty which they owed to him. 
He had it in his power, by ſetting watch- 
ful eyes over each of them, to be ſoon 


convinced how groundleſs his ſuſpicions 


were: but he was one of thoſe men 


' who give ear to nothing but their jea- 
louſy; and who, by delivering them- 


{elves 


The ſon of 
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ſelves over to the firſt impreſſions they 
receive, think any farther evidence to 
be needleſs: for this reaſon, without 
ever examining into the truth of his con- 
jectures, he ſent the very next morning 
to acquaint Couloufe, that he forbade 
him to appear any more hefore him; and 
that his will was, he ſhould that very 
day leave Caracorum. 

The favourite though he ſaw into the 
cauſeof his diſgrace, yet having nothing 
to reproach himſelf with, did not doubt 
but to make his innocence appear, if he 
had only an opportunity given him to 
ſpeak; but he would not ſo much as en- 
deavour after the means of juitifying 
himſelf. He bore his diſgrace like a 
man: he obeyed the-order of the king; 
and, joining in with a great caravan that 


was going for Tartary, he arrived with 


it at Samarcande. As no one knew how 


to bear ill fortune better than himſelf, 


he was no way caſt down with what had 
happened: this was not the firſt trial in 
this kind which he had undergone; and, 
beſides, he looked upon the accidents 
of this life as things inevitable; ſo that 
nothing was able to ſhake the ſteadineſs 
of his mind, 

He continued, therefore, at Samar- 
cande, wholly reſigned to every fortune 
that might attend his life. He eat and 
drank well, and diverted himſelf as 
long as his money laſted: when that 
failed, he went and placed himſelf in the 
corner of a moſque, The prieſts diſ- 
courſed him upon his religion; and, 
finding him very knowing, they order- 
ed him a regular charity of two loaves 
and one pot of water every day; upon 
which he lived very contentedly, It 
came to pals, one day, that a very con- 
ſiderable merchant, named Mouzaffer, 
came into this moſque to pray. He hap- 
pened to caft his eyes upon Couloute; 
and calling him, * Young man, ſaid 
he, © whence are you? and what has 
© brought you into this city ?'—* Sir,” 
replies the fon of Abdallah, I am of 
* a good family in Damas; I had a de- 
* fire to travel: I came into Tartary ; 

and, within a few leagues of Samar- 
cande, I met with robbers, who kill- 
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all I had.“ 
Mouzaffer believed Couloufe as he 


ſpoke; and ſaid to him, © Be comfort - 


ed! there are always ſome happy ad- 
* ventures interwoven with the unfor- 
* tunate ones, You may, perhaps, find 


ed my ſervants, and deſpoiled me of 


© here what will ſet your mind at caſe: 
* riſe, and follow me to my houſe.” 
The ſon of Abdallah did as he was or- 
dered; and, when heentered the houfe, 
he thought the merchant mult be a very 
rich man: he could judge no otherwiſe 
from a vaſt magazine of the moſt va- 
luable ſtuffs, from the coſtly furniture, 
and from the great number of ſeryants 
which he ſaw. Neither did he err in bis 
judgment; for Mouzaffer was a perſon 
of confiderable wealth. N 

The merchant made Couloufe fitdown 


with him at his table, and immediate 


ly ordered ſome ſherbet to be ſet before 
him; after which, they were ſerved with 
jellies, and the moſt nouriſhing kinds 
of meats. When dinner was over, they 
converſed together ſome time, and then 
Mouzaffer ſent him away with preſents. 

The day following, the merchant re- 
turns to the fame moſque : he accofts 
the ſon of Abdallah; brings him home 
with him again; and treats him as he had 
done the day before. There happened 
to be a doctor there, at the fame time, 
whoſe name was Daniſchemend ; after 
dinner he took Couloufe apart, and {poke 


to the following purpoſe—* Young 


© {tranger, the wealthy Mouzaffer, the 
maſter of this houſe, has buſineſs of 
importance for you; a buſineſs which 
© demands a ſpeedy execution, andwhich 
© ought to be agreeable to you in your 
* preſent circumitances. I mult inform 
you that he has an only ſon, whoſe 
* name is Taher; he is a young man of 
© a very violent temper. This Taher 
c has lately married the daughter of a 
great lord, ho is a foreigner. The 
© huſband, in a fit of paſſion, has 
© treated his wife with bitternels: ſhe 
« has anſwered all his anger with words 
© of haughtineſs and contempt. This 
© has: ſo far provoked Taher, that he 
© has put her away. Soon after he re- 
« pented of it; for ſhe is a very beauti- 
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ful young lady, and he loves her paſ-' 


ſionately; but our laws do not ſuffer 
him to take her again before another 


has married her, and divorced her. 


For this reaſon, Mouzaffer withes you 
would marry her to-day, and paſs the 
night with her, and in the morning 


ut her away: he will make you a pre- 


ſent of fifty ſequins of gold, Will 


you not oblige him inthis?'—* With 
all my heart, replies Couloufe; © I. 


find myſelf very much diſpoſed to do 
him ſuch a ſervice. He has made "= 
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64 
* fo welcome, that I can refuſe him no- 
© thing; and, beſides, I do not find any 
* averſion in myſelf to what he pro- 
© poſes.'— I dare believe you, an- 
ſwers Damiſchemend. 
© great many in this city who. would 
think themſelves: very happy to be 
© choſen for hullas upon this occaſion, 
© without a bribe of fifty ſequins; for 
« Taher's wife is a finiſhed beauty. 
© She is tall and ftraight as a cypreſs; 
© her face is round, her eyebrows finely 
© parted, and reſembling two bows; 
© and the glances of her eyes are fo 
4 many fatal arrows ſhot from them: 
© the ſnow is not whiter than her ſkin; 
© and her little ruddy mouth is like a 
© roſe · bud. 


DAY XXXVI. 


* OU may believe, therefore, con- 

tinues Damiſchemend, that 
© there would be no want for hullas in 
© Samarcande: but we deſire he ſhould be 
© aſtranger, becauſe theſe ſort of things 
© ought to be tranfacted with all ima- 
© ginable ſecreſy; therefore it is Mou- 
© zaffer has fixed his choice upon you. 
© TI am nayb, and conſequently inveſted 
© with a power of marrying you to this 
© charming lady, this compoſition of 
© all perfections; and this very ntoment, 
if you have a mind, you ſhall poſſeſs 
© her. I readily conſent, replies the 
ſon of Abdallah: you may imagine, 
* from what you have ſaid of her, that 
© I already wiſnh I had eſpouſed her. — 
Ves, ſays the nayb; but you muſt 
©: promiſe to put her away to-morrow: 
© morning, and to depart immediately 
© from Samarcande with the reward 
© which has been offered you. The fa- 
© mily of Seigneur Mouxaffer will not 
be ſatisſied that you ſhould remain in 
the city after this adventures “ I 
c vill not continue here long, anſwers 
Couloufe: and, if my promi ſe be not 
fſuſßeient; I ſwear, that to- morrow in 
cin the morning Iwill divoxee the lady 
© whom you ſhall oblige me to many!” 

When he had made this oath, the de- 

puty of the cady informed Mouzaffbr, 
that the young ſtranger was ready to 
ſerve as hulla, © He accepts, ſays he, 
©: of the conditions which I propoſed to 


him in your name: thore is nothing 
more now to be done, but to marry 


him to your daughter. in- law. Mou- 


« There are a 
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zaffer immediately upon this called for 
his ſon Taher, and the reſt of the fa- 

mily; and the nayb, in their preſence, 

married Couloufe without letting him 

ſee the lady, becauſe Taher defired it 

might beſo. It was likewiſe determin - 

ed, that the hulla ſhould paſs the night 

wih her in the dark; that, not having 

ſeen her, he might in the morning be the 

more willing to put her away. 

In the mean time, the night came on, 

and Couloufe was brought into the 

hridal · chamber, and left there in the dark 

with the lady, who was laid in a bed 
of gold brocade. He faſtened the door, 
put off his cloaths, and felt about for 


the bed; when, finding it, he laid him- 


ſelf down by his wife. Her fears and 
apprehenſions gave her no ſmall diſquiet, 
when the found herſelf going to be de- 
hvered up to the careſſes of a man whoſe 
face ſhe had not ſeen: ſhe formed to her- 
ſelf a frightful image of him, knowing 
very well that the hullas are ufually 
choſen out of the pooreſt wretches that 
oliance preſents. Ontheother hand, Cou- 
loufe was very uneaſy that he could not 
have the ſatis faction to ſee the lady, whoſe 
beauty Damiſchemend had ſo much re- 
commended to him by his laviſh praiſes. 
Madam, faid he to the lady, how 
* favourable ſoever this night may be to 
me, my joys, I find, are like to prove 
imperfett: my impatienee for the ſight 
aof your charms gros upon me every 
moment. I have formed to myſelf 
© ſo bright an image of your beauty, 
and I ſo paſſionately deſire to behold' 
it, that I know not whether it be not 
as great a torment to poſſeſs you with- 
© out the ſight of you, as it would be to 
«ſee: you without the hopes of ever 
c effing-you. However, I muſt of 
©. neceſſity. yield you up to-morrow, 
Sinee my bo inefs, alas! is to be ſo 
© tranſitory, it ſhould atleaſt have been 
compleat in every other reſpect. 
When he had ſpoken theſe words, he 
continued ſilent, expecting thelady would 
reply He was ſurprized when, inſtead 
anſwering to his diſcourſe, ſne ſaid to 
him O youvhom Taher has choſen to 
rev eſtabliſn that union which the vio- 
©-Jence of his nature has overthrown, 
© whoever you are, reveal yourſelf to me! 
© Methinks myearsarenot unacquaint- 
ed with the ſound of your voice, and I 
am moved as you ſpeak. Couloufe 
ſtarted at theſe words: Madam!” re- 
joins he, inform me; then, of your fa- 
„7 
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*-mily; for the ſound of your voice 
© likewiſe troubles my ſenſes. I ima- 
© vine I hear a Keraite lady, whom I 
© ſhould know. Gracious Heaven! can 
© you be—— No!? adds he, correcting 
himſelf; * it is not poſſible thatyou ſhould 
© be the daughter of Boyruck.*—* Ah, 
© Couloufe!* cried the lady on the in- 
ſtant, © is it you that ſpeak to me? 
It is I, my queen!” ſaid he; it is 
© Couloufehimſelf, who cannot yet be- 
© lieve that he hears Dilara!'—* Reſt 
«© aſſured of it, replies ſhe; © I am that 
© unfortunate Dilara, who entertained 
© you and the King ny and 
© who, by my imprudent diſcourſe, ren- 
© dered you ſuſpected to that prince: 
© I am that perſon whom you ſhould 
© regard as your greateſt enemy, ſince 
© I have wholly been the cauſe of your 
© diſgrace,'—* Ceaſe, Madam, ſays 


the ſon of Abdallah, * ceaſe to impute it 


< to yourſelf: it was the decree of Hea- 
ven it ſhould be ſo; and, very far from 
© accuſing the rigour of my deſtiny, I 
thank my ſtars, who, by that acci- 
© dent, have conducted me to ſo great 
© happineſs! But, fair Dilara!” conti- 
nues he, how comes the daughter of 
© Boyruck to be the wife of Taher ?— 
© I ſhall: inform you, ſays ſhe, * of 
© every particular, 
My father, during his embaſſy at 
Samarcande, lodged with Mouzaffer, 
whom he had known long ago. They 
two agreed upon this marriage; and 
Boyruck, when he returned to Ca- 
racorum, ſent me to Samarcande, with 
a large retinue. I obeyed my father 
much againſt my inclinations, which 
were pre-engaged to you: I will now 
confeſs it, my dear Couloufe, that I 
loved you, though I concealed m 
paſſion from you ; and I call Heaven 
to witneſs for me that your diſgrace 
has coſt me many tears! My mar- 
riage with Taher could not baniſh 
you from my remembrance. This 
brutal huſband, who, befides, was not 
agreeable inhis perſon, contributed to 
fix you deeper in my heart; and, as 
if I had foreſeen that love or fortune 
would bring us together, I never was 
without hopes to ſee you again. But 
my happineſs ſurpaſſes even my ex- 
pectations, ſince in the huſband that 
is impoſed upon me, I find my lover. 
O ſurprizing happineſs! ſcarce am I 
able to believe it. 
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DAY XXXVII. 
HAT the faid cleared up all 


the doubts of Couloufe, and. 


convinced him that he now was with the 
daughter of Boyruck. * Fair Dilara!* 
cries he, tranſported with joy and love 


at once, what a happy turn of fer- 
© tune! By what unaccountable chain 


of events am I gratified to the height 


I have been hired to wed? you, whoſe 
charming image is ſtamped upon my 
heart! you, whom I deſpaired of ever 
ſeeing more! Oh, my princeſs! if you 


have, indeed, pitied the ſon of Abdal- 


tears, join with me to improve the 
preſent moments, and to turn them all 


ter into the heart of man to imagine, 


niſhed me his court, that Heaven 
brought that affliction upon me only 
in order to render me the happieſt of 
mankind? | 

Dilara was not inſenſible to all the 
tender expreſſions which broke from 
the heart of Couloufe: the whole night. 


A A A A NAA AA A A GA aA c a a A 


was waſted in repeating to each other 


their mutual happineſs upon this unex- 
pected meeting; and their ſouls over- 
flowed in the moſt paſſionate language 
even now, when one of Mouzaffer's 
ſlaves knocked boldly at the door of 
their chamber,cryingout aloud, *Come, 
© come, Signior Hulla! be pleaſed to 
«© riſe, it is broad day!* The fon of 
Abdallah made no reply at firſt to the 
ſlave, but went on in his diſcourſe to 
the daughter of Boyruck: but his joys 
ſoon began to ſlacken, and all the tender 


tranſports of his foul ſunk into ſadneſs. 


My queen, ſays he, what is it we 
have heard? Muſt we, then, ſo ſoon be 
© torn aſunder? Mouzaffer, impatient 
© to ſee you reſtored to his Fatty, 
counts every minute of the divorce 
* which keeps you out; and his ſon, 
« juſtly jealous of my happineſs, can- 
not bear it ſhould continue. The ſun, 
© likewiſe, as if he conſpired with my 
0 
c 
* 
0 
* 
« 


enemies, ſeems to have haſtened his 


return: ſcarce, alas! do I perceive 
that T have found you, when I am 
obliged to loſe you again, notwith- 
ſtanding the marriage-ties that hold 
us; for I have promiſed, nay, I have 

I « ſworn, 


of my deſires! Is it you, then, whom. 


lah, if my diſgrace has coſt you ſome. 


to extaſy and joy! How could it en- 


when the King of the Keraites ba-, 
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ſworn, to put you away. — And can 
you, interrupts the lady, think 
of keeping fuch a fatal oath? Did 
you know, when you made it, that. 
it was me yon promiſed to renounce? 
You are not bound fo ſtand to a raſh 
- promiſe; and, in caſe you were, for 
Dilara would you not pay the price 
of one perjury? Ah, Couloufe! adds 
ſhe weeping, * you love me not, if you 


«can ſuffer the imaginary honour of 


© keeping a promiſe, at once injurious 
© to Zn, and reaſon, to weigh in the 
© balance againſt the poſſeſſion of me. 
adam,” replies he, is it 
© in my power to preſerve you to my- 


© ſelf? Suppoſe I ſhould .violate my 


© oath, think you that a ſtranger, with- 


© out friends, without money, canitand 
© againlt the intereſt and the power of 
© Mouzaffer?” — Ves! anſwers the 
daughter of Boyruck; “ you may do it. 
© Defpiſe his threats—rejett his offers; 
© the Jaws are on your ſide; if you are 
© a man of a firm and unſhaken mind, 
£ you will render all endeayours vain 
© todiſunite us. Well, my princeſs,” 
ſaid he, urged on by his paſſion, you 
'© ſhall be ſatisfied: my oath, indeed, 
as raſh; and Iam at laſt convinced 
that it will be impoſſible for me to 
keep it without rin up the only 
comfort of my life. Say no more; I 
will not put you away, ſince I am not 
bound to do it: this is the reſolution 
which I take; not Mouzaffer, nor the 
united force of all * mankind, ſhall 
make me quit my purpoſe!” 
While he gave theſe aſſurances to his 
wife, and fixed the reſolutions of his 
heart within himſelf, Taher (to whom 
the night appeared much longer than it 
did to them) knocked himſelf at the 
door of their chamber. What, hoa! 
© hulla,* cries he, the day is far ſpent; 
you have already been told to riſe; you 
give us more trouble than you need: 
we have expected you long ſince, to 
return you our thanks, and to count 
out to you the money which was pro- 
miſed. Put on your cloaths with all 
ſpeed, that we may make an end of 
this affair: the deputy of the cad 
will be here in a moment,” Conloute 
role immediately, put on his garments, 
and opened the door to Taher, who or- 
dered him to be conducted to the bath, 
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A manner of ſpeaking among the eaſtern people, when they wouldſay, *Keep the ſecret.” 


TALE 3; 


and to be attended by a Greek ſlave. 
When the ſon of Abdallah came out of 
the bath, the ſlave gave him fine linen, 
and a very handſome robe: then he led 
him into a hall, where he found Mou- 
zaffer with his ſon and Daniſchemend. 
They all ſaluted the hulla, who made 
them a profound reverence: they deſired. 
him to fit down with them at the table; 
and, amongſt other diſhes, they were 
ſerved with ſoups made of the juice of 
mutton, 

After the repaſt, Daniſchemend took 
Couloufe apart; and, giving him the 
ſequins of gold, with a rich turban: 
neatly packed up, * Here, young man,” 
ſaid he to him, * ſee what Signior 
© Mouzaffer gives you: he likewiſe 
thanks you for the ſervice you have 
done him; and deſires you would not 
« ſtay any longer at Samarcande; there- 
* fore, putaway your wife; go out from 
« this city; and if any one aſks of you, 
«© Haſt thou ſeen the camel“? anſwer, 
„ No!” | 


DAY XXXVIII. 


'T HE nayb imagined that the hulla 
1 could not but have a deep ſenſe of 
the civilities of Mouzaffer, and expect - 
ed to hear him eloquent in his gratitude 
from the fulneſs of his heart, which 
made him the more ſurprized at his an- 
iwer. I thought,” replied Couloufe, 
(caſting away the packet and the ſe- 
quins) that juſtice, probity, and re- 
: ligion, flouriſhed at Samarcande 
© eſpecially from the time that the 
crown of Tartary deſcended to Uſ- 


ceived, or rather that the king him 
ſelf isnotrightly informed: he knows 
not that it is the practice to abuſe 
ſtrangers in the very city where he re- 
hdes. Let any man judge of my 
caſe: I come to Samarcande—a mer- 
chant addreſſes himſelf to me be in- 


welcome —engages me in a marriage 
with a lady, according to the laws 
I enter upon the engagement in good 
earneſt, Gd with lf the ſincerity 
and frankneſs imaginable—and, after 
J have folemnly taken the lady to be 
my wife, I am required to put hey 
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© away! 


beck -Can; but I find T have been de- 


vites me to dine with him makes me 
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© away! Ceaſe, Signior Nayb! ceaſe 
© jmportuning of me to do an action ſo 
© unbecoming a man of honour; or I 
« ſhall not fail to cover my head with 
© duſt, and proſtrate myſelf at the feet 
© of Uſbeck-Can; and we ſhall fee his 
determination in this affair.“ 

Upon this the deputy of the cady took 
Mouzaffer aſide, and ſaid to him, It 
© was your advice to take this ſtranger 
for a hulla: you could not have pitch- 
ed upon a more improper perſon; he 
refuſes to put away his wife; but Tper- 
ceive the man is ſhiftleſs, and knows 
not which way to diſpoſe of himſelf; 
and would, I believe, fain draw ſome 
conſiderable gratification from you.” 
— If that he ie aim,” ſays Mouzaf- 
fer, © he ſhall have no reaſon to goaway 
© diffatisfied: carry him an hundred ſe- 
© quins of gold, and let him depart 

frogs this city with all the diligence 
© and all the fecreſy that I require of 
© him.*—* No, no, Signior Monzaf- 
c fer,* cries Couloufe, (over-hearing 
what they ſaid) © though you double 
© the ſum, 1t will be to no purpoſe; 
© ſhould you offer me ten thouſand ſe- 
4 quins, and add to them the richeſt 

uff in your warehouſe, it would be 
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© inyain; I will not break the ſolemn 
© contract I have made.*—* Young 
* man, then, ſaid Daniſchemend to 
him, © yon do not a& prudently in this 
« affair: let me adviſe you to accept of 
the hundred ſequins of gold, and to 
« put away your wife without farther 
delay; for if you bring yourſelf un- 
der the neceſſity of having this ad- 
© venture made Panic, I give you my 
word you will repent it.'—" Your 
© menaces,* replies the ſon of Abdal- 
lah, © have no effe& upon me: you can 
never oblige me to ſeparate myſelf 
from a lady who is mine by the laws. 
—* I have heard too much!” ſays the 
impetuous Taher, interrupting him 
here, after he had with pain contained 
himſelf thus long; let us bring this 
« wretch before the cady, and have him 
© treated as he deferves: we ſhall ſoon 
© ſee whetherit be allowed to abuſe per- 
* fons of credit and reputation by falſe 
© promiſes,* Daniſchemend and Mou- 
zaffer tried once more to perſuade the 
hulla to comply of himſelf with their 
deſires; but, finding their inſtances in- 
effectual, they carried him before the 
cady. e 
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They informed this magiſtrate of 
what had paſſed; and, upon their infor- 
mation, the cady, fixing his eyes upon 
Couloufe, ſpoke to him 1n theſe words. 
* Young ſtranger, whom nobody knows 
© within this city, and who were re- 

duced to live in a moſque upon the 

alms which our prieſts give you daily, 
are you ſo void of ſenſe and reaſon as 

to imagine you ſhall poſſeſs in quiet a 

lady who was the wife of Taher? 


Shall the fon of the wealthieſt mer 


chant of Samarcande fee the wife he 
loves, and whom he is defirous to take 
again; ſhall he ſee her in the arms of 
a wretch whoſe ſmalleſt crime, per- 
haps, 1s the meanneſs of his birth? 
Turn thy eyes upon thyſelf, and judge 
thyſelf impartially: the condition is 
by no means ſuitable to that of thy 


higher rank than Taher, yet, fince 
you are not able to furniſh out ſuch 
an expence as ĩs proper to a family of 


credit, that alone would be a ſufficient 


argument to me not to permit you 
to live with your wife. Quit, there- 
fore, thoſe vain and flattering hopes 
which have hetrayed you to violate 
your oath : accept the offers of Sig- 
nior Mouzaffer; put away your wife, 
and return to your own country; or, 
if you reſolve to continue obſtinate, 
and not to comply, prepare this in- 
{tant to receive an hundred baſtina- 
does.“ 


This diſcourſe from the cady, though 
pronounced with the authority of a 
judge, was of no force to ſhake the 


firm courage of the ſon of Abdallah, 
who received the hundred baſtinadoes 
with an air that ſpoke him unconcerned 
and fixed in his reſolves. Let that 


© ſuffice,” ſays the cady, * for this day; 


© to- marraw we mean to double the 
© doſe; and if that does not work effec- 
© tnally upon his obſtinacy, we muſt 
have recourſe to more violent reme- 
« dies: let him paſs this night again 
© with his wife; I hope to-morrow we 
may find him more tractable. Ta- 
her was of opinion they ſhould proceed 
now in puniſhing the hulla, without 
granting him any reſpite; but-the cady 
could not be prevailed upon to do an 

thing more at preſent: fo that Mouzaf.- 


fer and His fonreturned home with Cou- 


loufe; who, though he was fore] 


bruiſed with the blows he had received, 
N 12 thought 
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thought his ſufferings very much alle- 
viated by the liberty that was granted 
him to ſee his Dilara again. 

„ DAI KEXIX, 
OUZAFFER endeavoured to 


4 prevail upon the ſon of Abdal- 


lah by gentle perſuaſions: he made him 
freſh promiſes; he offered him even 


three hundred ſequins of gold, if with- 


out farther delay he would repudiate 


the daughter of Boyruck. While he 
was buked in employing every artifice 
to win him over, Taher entered the 
apartment of the lady. _ 

She was in a conſternation not to be 
expreſſed: impatient to learn what paſſed 
at the houſe of the cady, ſhe whey 
Couloufe with the utmoſt diſquiet. 
Notwithſtanding ſhe was thoroughly 
convinced of his love, yet ſhe feared he 
might not bear up in his reſolutions; 
and her apprehenſions grew into a be- 
lief when ſhe ſaw her firſt huſband ap- 
pear. She trembled at the fight of 


him, imagining he came to og her 


the fatal tidings; a dead paleneſs co- 
vered her cheeks; and it was with great 
difficulty ſhe was able to ere herſelf 
from fainting away. Taher, upon 
theſe ſymptoms, ſuffered himſelf to be 
deluded by falſe hopes: he took it for 
granted, that ſome one had already told 
the lady how the hulla refuſed to put 
her away; and imagined that to be the 
occaſion of her great diſorder. * Ma- 


dam, ſays he to her, do not aban- 


don yourſelf thus to your ſorrows; 
© you have no reaſon, as yet, to deſpair: 
© the wretch whom I choſe for my hul- 
© ]a, will not, indeed, reſign you to the 
« fondneſs of my wiſhes; but let not 
c that affli& you; he has already been 


© puniſhed with an hundred baſtinadoes, 


© and to-morrow there will be ſeverer 


'£ blows infli..d on him, if he hardens 


© himſelf againſt the performance of 


£ the agreement he made with the nayb, 


Moreover, the cady is determined to 


make him undergo the ſharpeſt puniſh- 
ments: be comforted, then, my ſulta- 
© nefs; you have but this one night more 
© tobe tormented by the hulla; to- mor- 
© row, at fartheſt, I ſhall again become 


© labour under, of ſuffering that deſpi» 
© cablecreature, is to you an inſupport · 
* able hardſhip.—“ Yes, Sir, replies 


Dilara, interrupting him; I own the 


* hullais the occaſion of all my miſery: 
* the happineſs of my life depends on 
© him; and I fear, alas! that this affair 
* will never go according to my wiſhes.” 
—* Pardon me, my queen!” replies he, 
haſtily interrupting her; * baniſh your 
* fears, and moderate that obliging 


© anxiety for Taher: ſoothe yourſelf 


„with the hopes, that to-morrow our 
union will be re-eſtabliſhed.* This 
faid, he left the lady's apartment, and 
Couloufe entered ſoon after. 

As ſoon as ſhe perceived the ſon of 
Abdallah, her grief was turned into 
joy. Oh, my deareſt huſband!” cried 
ſhe, meeting him with open arms; 
come and recetye the reward of your 
conſtancy: is it poſſible you ſhould 
ſubmit yourſelf to be treated like a 
criminal and a flave, rather than fore- 
go your right to Dilara? Taher him- 
ſelf has related to me all that you ſuf- 
fered at the cady's. As the EG 
of your mind ſtrongly charms me, ſo 
the cruelties that have been practiſed 
2 you aſllift me in the moſt ſenſi- 

e 
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of the freſh tortures with which you 
are threatened. ! Madam, anſwer- 
ed Couloufe, let the puniſhments, in 
* reſerve for me, be ever ſo ſevere, they 
never will be of force to ſhake my 
conſtancy: you will find them prove 
as ineffectual upon me as the promiſes 
of Mouzaffer. What the will of deſ- 
tiny has decreed ſhall be my lot is be- 
yond my knowledge: whether I am 
to live or to die for you, I cannot ſay; 
but this T am well aſſured of, it can 
never be written in Heaven that ſhall 
repudiate you. | 
< No!” replies the daughter of Boy- 
ruck; Heaven has not joined us toge- 
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© ther in ſo miraculous a manner, that 


© weſhould be fo ſoon ſeparated: I can- 
* not believethat Heaven will ſuffer you 
to periſhz and, methinks, it inſpires 
© me this inſtant with the means of de- 
© feating the malice of our enemies. 
Did you let the cady know, adds ſhe, 
© that you were once the favourite of 
© the King of the Keraſtes?'—" Not” 


manner: it diſtracts me to think 


_— -; 


al your huſband. I come myſelf to af- replies Couloufe; for the judge ren- 
fure you of this, and to intreat you * deredevery thing vain, which I might 
© & have a little patience; for I make urge in favour. of myſelf, by pro- 

© nouncivg, that he would never per- 
mit 


— 
- 


no doubt but the preſent neceſſity you 


— 


© cauſe I am deſtitute of riches to ſup - 
* port you, even though I might plead 
5 a ſuitable birth.'—+ Since it is ſo, 
ſays ſhe, be adviſed, and punctually 
follow the counſel Iam going to give 
* you. To-morrow, when you are 
© brought before the cady, fail not to 
« ſay to him, that you are the ſon of 
© Maſſaoud; he is a merchant of Co- 
gende, who has immenſe riches: you 
© need only inſiſt upon his being your 
father. Add, likewiſe, in a poſitive 
manner, that you ſhall ſoon receive 
ſuch tokens from him as will convince 


thing but what is true.“ 


DAY XL. 


eee promiſed Dilara to 
make uſe of this lye, to elude, if 
poſſible, the evils that threatened him; 
and the hopes they both had, that by 
this expedient they ſhould oblige the 
cady to let them dive together, quieted 
their preſent fears: led inſenſibly by the 
fondneſs of their hearts, they turned 
their thoughts off from the preſent ills 
that might befal them, and indulged 
themſelves in the enjoyment of their 
preſent happineſs. | | 

They paſled the remaining part of the 
day, and the whole night, like two lo- 
vers that ſeemed to want for nothing to 
compleat their joys: but when the ſun 
was now riſen upon the city, their 
tranſports were ſoon interrupted; the 
officers of the cady, conducted by Ta- 
her, came up to the chamber-door. 
They knockedrudely, crying out, Up, 
* up, Signior Hulla! it is time you 
© appear before the judge: make haſte 
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ed out a deep ſigh at theſe words, and 
the lady began to weep. Unhappy 
© Couloufe!' ſaid ſhe, what a price doſt 
thou pay for thy wife! —“ Myprin- 
ceſs!* anſwers he, dry up your tears, 
I intreat you: they atti& my very 
ſoul! Let us not give ourſelves up to 
deſpair, but rather re-animate our 
hopes. Why ſhould we not expect 
the beſt from Heaven? I am inclina- 
ble to believe it will come in to my aſ- 
ſiſtance: methinks, I already feel the 
influence of ſome ſuperior power! My 
courage redoubles, and my firm heart 
* ſhall tremble at no dangers," 
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the whole world that you advance no- 


© toriſe!* The ſon of Abdallah groan- 
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© mit me to keep poſſeſſion of you, be- When he had thus ſpoke, he put on 


his garments, fet open the door, and 
followed the officers, who conducted 
him to the cady. Mouzaffer and his fon 
went along with them; and feemed to 
labour vs, A. great uneaſineſs of mind. 
As ſoon as Couloufe came into the pre- 
ſence of the judge, Well, hulla,' ſays 
he to him, how do you find yourſelf 
* diſpoſed to-day ? Are you not wiſer 
than you were yeſterday? Will it be 
expedient to ply you with freſh baſti- 
nadoes to perſuade you to put away 
your wife? I can hardly beheve it! 
Doubtleſs you have made manywhole- 
ſome reflections by this time, and 
confidered with yourſelf that it were 
madneſs in a man like you, worth 
nothing, to ſet up for keeping a wife 
to which he can never have the leaſt 
pretenſions,”'—* My lord and mafter,” 
replies Couloufe, may the life of a 
* magiſtrate like you laſt many ages! 
but I am not a man worth nothing: 
my birth is not obſcure, as you have 
© imagined it to be; and, ſince I find it 
of abſolute neceſſity to make myſelf 
known, I muſt inform you that my 
© name is Ruckneddin, and that I am 
© the only ſon of a merchant of Co- 
* gende, who is known by the name of 
© Maſſaoud. My father can boaſt of 
greater riches than Mouzaffer; and, 
© if he knew the neceſſities that preſs 
© me, and the marriage I have underta- 
© ken, he would ſend me ſuch a number 
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of camels loaded with gold, that all 
the women of Samarcande would en- 
vy the good fortune of the lady whom 
I have taken to be my wife. What! 
becauſe I was ſet upon by robbers not 
far from this city, and left by them 
deſtitute of every thing, ſo that I was 
forced to retire into a moſque for ſub- 
ſiſtence, do you from thence conclude 
me to be a man of mean circum» 
ſtances? I ſhall ſoon let you-ſee how 
much you are deceived in me: I will 


inſtantly write to my father; Who 


ſhall no fooner have received my let- 
ters, than he will make vaſt remit- 
tances of money to me in this city. 
As ſoon as Couloufe had made this 
declaration, the cady ſaid to him, © You 
© are the only ſon, then, of a rich mer- 


© chant of Cogende, and it is only by 


© accident and misfortune that you 
come to be in want? Even ſo!" re. 
plies the ſon of Abdallah. * You _ 


lee by me, Sir, that Jam not a wretc 
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* nurſed upin poverty and in the duſt.” 


—© And why, young man, faid the 
judge, did not you make this known 
© to us yeſterday? Then thould I not 
© have ſuffered you to be fo roughly 
* treated. Signior, adds he, turning 
to Mouzaffer, © what the hulla informs 
nus of makes a great alteration in the 


* caſe be fore us: ſince he is the only ſon 


o 
© of a confiderable merchant, the laws 
* do not allow us to conſrain him to 


© repudiate his wife.'—* Alas, Signior 
© Cady!” interrupts Taher, do you 
give credit, to this impoſtor? He gives 
, Rimfelf out for the fon of Maſſaoud 
# to ſhelter himſelf from farther pu- 
* niſhment, and to gain time.'— That 
* js an affair beyond my determination 
at preſent,” replies the judge: he- 
9 ther what he has affirmed be a truth 
5 or a falſhood, I cannot anſwer pro- 
# cecding any farther with him; all that 
I can do more in favour of you, is to 
F oblige the hulla to make good what 
5 ee Upon which Mouzaffer 
anfwered, © We deſire no more; I will 
* likewiſe be at the expence of ſendin 

an expreſs to Cogende: I know Naß 
* faoud, having ſeen him here ſome- 
times; I know likewiſe that he is a 
very rich merchant; and if the hulla 
proves to be his fon, we will give up 
# 'Dilara to him.“ —* Agreed! ſays 
Faber: but IT think it will be but 
© reaſonable to keep the new-married 
© couple apart till the courier returns.“ 
That is contrary to all cuſtom and 
6 order,” anſwers the cady; the wife 
4 ought to remain with her huſband; 
there is no taking her from him, with - 
cout doing violence to the very laws: 
„ ſend, therefore, a man to Cogende, 
* which is but ſeven days journey diſ- 
© tant from hence; in fifteen days we 
* mall know what we are to think of 
© the hulla. Tf he is the fon of Maſſa- 
* oud, he ſhall not put away the lady; 
put then I (wear, by the Black Stone 
® of the Sacred Temple of Mecca, and 
© by the Holy Grove of Medina, where 
© the tomb of our prophet lies, if he 
s deceives us, that the 'impoſtor ſhall 
end the courſe of his days by a cruel 
and ignominious puniſhment!” 


PAY xr * 


FIVHIS affair being thus decided by 
| the cady, the parties concerne 


were diſmiſſed, Mouzaffer and his ſqn 


| 
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diſpatched one of their domeſticks to 
Cogende, with inſtructions to uſe alt 
poſſible diligence to get a thorough in- 
formation of what they were deſirous 
to know. As for Covloufe, he went 
directly to his lady, to give her an ac- 
count of what had paſſed before the 


judge: ſhe was overjoyed with the news. 
My deareſt huſband!” faid ſhe, * all. 


* 


will go well: we have nothing far- 
ther to apprehend. Before the courier 
can return from Cogende, and even 
before he can arrive thither, we will 
both of us make our eſcape: we will 
go out from Samarcande by night, and 
make the beſt of our way to Bocara; 
where we may live upon my dowry, 
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diſturb.” | 

Couloufe approved what Dilara pro- 
poſed: it was determined, therefore, that 
they ſhould fave themſelves by flight; 
but, as they were too narrowly watched 
in the houſe where they now lived to be 


able to execute their deſign with ſafety, 


they thought it would be neceſſary to go 
and lodge elſewhere, that it might be 
expedient to "advertiſe Mouzaffer of 
their intentions to leave his houſe; and, 
in caſe he put any ſtop to them, that 
they ſhould aſk leave of the cady to 
change their lodgings. This being con- 
certed before-hand, the ſon of Abdallah 
went, without loſs of time, to find out 
Mouzaffer and his fon: he told them 
that he intended that very day to leave 
their houſe; that he was refolved, ſince 
by the laws he was abſolute over his 
own wife, to diſpoſe of her as he thought 
fit, and to carry her where he pleaſed. 
Mouzaffer and his ſon, you may be ſure, 
were far from conſenting to what he 
propoted: Taher, more particularly, 
roteſted that he would never ſuffer Di- 
ara to go from under his roof. Cou- 
loufe, on the other hand, was obſtinate 
in his demands: ſo that they were once 
more under a neceſſity of having re- 
courſe to the cady. i | 
The judge, informed of the diſpute 
which brought them again before him, 
aſked the hulta why he was unwillin 
to remain any longer with Mouzaffer. 


Sir, replies the fon of Abdallah, I 


© remember often to have heard Maſ- 


© ſaoud my father ſay, that when we 


live with our enemies, we ſhould take 
care to ſeparate ourſelves from them as 


© ſoon as may be; for which reaſon 1 


« think. 


and enjoy a tranquillity which it will 
not be in the power of our enemies to 
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* think it prudent to change my habi- 
© tation, while they wait for the return, 
© of the meſſenger from Cogende: my 
© wife likewiſe defires it as much as [ 
© do.* At this, Taher cried out, © Ah, 
© thouuiterer of falſhoods!—D!ilara has 
© not ceaſed to weep and to afflict her- 
„ ſelf ever ſince ſhe was married to this 
© wretch; and yet he has the impudence 
© to ſay that ſhe cannot bear to live un- 
der my roof! — Yes!* anſwers Cou- 
loufe, I have ſaid it; and J repeat it 
once more: my wife loves me, and 
longs for nothing ſo much as to be 
«© far from you, If this be falſe, if ſhe 
© herſelf does not atteſt what I have ad- 
© yanced, I am prepared to put her from 
© me this inſtant.—“ Signior Cady,” 


ſays Taher then, you hear what he has 


« ſaid; I take him at his word. Give 
© your orders to have Dilara brought 
s 9 5 and Jet her ſpeak for herſelf. 
—* give my conſent,” anſwers the 
judge. Go, nayb, adds he, turning 
to Daniſchemend, who was preſent; re- 
© turn to Mouzaffer's, and let Dilara 
* know that I defire to ſpeak with her; 
„bring her hither this moment: we 


© ſhall ſoon ſec how ſhe ſtands affected; 


and I pronounce, if ſhe does not fall 
© in with what the hulla has advanced, 
that ſhe ſhall inſtantly be repudiated. 
The nayb was very expeditious in ac- 
quitting himſelf of his commiſſion: he 
brought the lady into the preſence of 
the judge; who, as ſoon as ſhe drew near 
to him, immediately aſked her whether 
ſhe defired to leave Mouzaffer's houſe, 
and whether ſhe loved the hulla more 
than her firſt huſband. Taher made no 
doubt but that ſhe would declare in fa- 
yeur of him; and, triumphing already 
in his own thoughts, he put in, before 
ſhe could anſwer, ſaying, * Speak, Ma- 
dam; declare the real ſentiments of 
your heart; and you will this day be 
delivered from the man you hate!” 
Then the daughter of Boyruck, break - 
ing ſilence, ſaid, Since I have ſuch an 
aſſurance given me, I ſhall declare the 
very ſecret of my heart: the whole 
* tenderneſs of my ſoul is towards my 
* ſecond huſband, the ſon of Mafſaoud; 
* andT moſt humbly entreat the Signior 
© Cady to give his orders that we may 
have permiſſion to lodge ourſelves out 
of Mouzaffer's houſe.— . Very well,” 
ſays the judge then, addreſſing himſelf 
to the firſt huſband; you ſee, Sir, the 
* hulla is no utterer 4 falſhoods, and 
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that he knows very well what he af- 
© firms.” — Ah, the traitorefs!' cries 
Taker, aſtoniſhed with the frank con- 
feſſion of the lady; ho is it poſſible 
« 


ſhe can be ſe far ſeduced fivee yeſter- 


day! am ſorry to hear it for your 


fake, replies the cady: © but my duty 
calls upon me to give them full liberty 
to go and lodge where they pleaſe. 
Will you, then,” ſays Taber, * ſuffer 
this ſtranger to triumph over me, and 
to remain in quiet poſſeſſion of Pilara, 
without being aſſured that he is truly 
the ſon of Mafſaoud ?*—" Not ſo, uei- 
ther, anſwers the judge: if he proves 
to be other than what he gives him- 
ſelf out for, if he appears a wretek 
and an impoſtor in the end, I will put 
him to death for attempting to deceive 
us.'—" And do you imagine,” ſays 
he fon of Mouzaffer, if he thinks 
himſelf liable to the ſentence you have 
pronounced upon him, that he can be 
fo inconſiderate as to remain within 
the walls of this city till our meſſenger 
returns from Cogemle? It can never 
be! It is more reaſonable to believe 
that his intentions are to quit Samar- 
cande, and that he may probably en- 
gage the lady to follow him: nay, to 
me, it ſeems evident that they have 
already concerted matters together; 
and that they change their habitation 
for no other reaſon but to be the better 
able to execute ſuch a reſolution. 
That may very well be, replies the 
cady; and I ſhall take care about itz 
let them be lodged in whatever part 
© of the city they pleaſe, Iwill under- 
* 
5 
c 
c 
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take to have them cloſely obſerved by 
a numerous and a vigilant guard, Who 
will give me a ftrict account of all 
their motions. 

Upon the whole, Couloufe and Di- 
lara obtained leave to quit the houſe of 
Mouzaffer: they went out of it that 
very day, and lodged in a publick inn; 
they purchaſed ſome flaves to ferve 
them; they wanted for nothing, The 
lady had a conſiderable dowry, as well 
as a great number of jewels: they gave 
themſelves up to the enjoyments of file. 
The e of having it now in 
their power to abandon themſelves with- 
out reſtraint to love, diſperſed the me- 
lancholy reflections that otherwiſe might 
ariſe from looking forward to the un- 
comfortable proſpect which lay before 
them. They lived as if the cady had 
placed no ſpies upon them that might 
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| hinder their eſcape, or as if Couloufe 


had really been the ſon of Maſſaoud, 
and they expected only agreeable news 
from Cogende, | FEE 


DAY XL. 


r the great care 
. which Mouzaffer and his fon took 
to keep the adventure of the hulla from 
the knowledge of the world, the ſecret 
took vent by degrees, and became ſo 
much the ſubject of diſcourſe in Samar- 


cande, that a great many perſons of 


the firſt rapk were deſirous to ſee the 
famed lovers; ſo that Couloufe and Di- 
Iara, now become the mark of the pub- 


lick curioſity, received every day freſh. 


viſits, 
Amongſt others, there came one day 


to their lodgings a man of a courtly garb 


and mien, who told them that he was one 
of the king's officers; that he had heard 
what paſſed at the cady's; and that he 
came to aſſure them that he intereſted 
himſelf in their fortunes: in a word, he 
offered them his ſervice with ſo good a 
grace, and by his addreſs ſo thoroughly 

ſuaded them of the ſincerity of his 
intentions towards them, that they 


thought they could not do too much to 


expreſs their gratitude to him. They 
invited him to their table; and, to ſignify 
the more than ordinary eſteem they had 


for him, Dilara laid aſide her veil. The 


officer vpon this, aſtoniſhed with the 
beauty of the lady, could not refrain 
from crying out, Ah, Signior Hulla! 
© I am no longer ſurprized at the firm- 
© neſs and reſolution with which you 
© wereanimated before the judge They 
fat down to a table ſet out with a great 
variety of the moſt delicate meats: the 


Haves, after dinner, brought in ſome 


red wine of Chiras, white wine of Kif- 
miſche and Amber-Roſolli; then the 
rfumes were ſerved round. This 


done, the lady ordered a tabor to be 


brought; which ſhe played upon, ac- 
companying it with her voice to an air 
in the Uzzal meaſure: then fhe called 
for a lute, which ſhe tuned herſelf, and 
Played upon with a manner and a grace 
that charmed the officer of. the king. 


' Laſt of all, ſhe took a guitar, and 7's. 


a pathetick air in the meaſure calle 
Nava; which is always made uſe of 


to expreſs the lamentations of abſent 


lovers. 
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This, it ſeems, was a ſong that He 
had compofed at Caracorum, after the 


diſgrace of Couloufe; and as ſhe ſung, 


the paſſion and tenderneſs of her notes 
made a deep impreſſion upon his mind: 


his face was overcaſt with ſadneſs; and 


in a little time the tears guſhed from 
his gyes. 5 

The officer of the king obſerved him 
with great ſurprize; and took the ti. 
berty to aſk him, what could occaſion 
him te pour fogh ſuch an abundance 
of tears. Alas, Sir!” anſwers the ſon 
of Abdallah, * what can it avail you 
© to know the cauſe why my eyes oyer- 
© flow? The knowledge of it would be 
© of as little uſe to you, as it would be 
* fruitleſs for me to tell it. I have 

been tracing over my paſt misfor- 

tunes in my mind; and when I think 


og 

6 

© of thoſe which ſtill hang over my 
46 


head, I am borne down with a torrent 


© of grief. The officer of the king 


would not reſt ſatisfied with this an- 
ſwer; © Young ſtranger,” fays he, in 
the name of every thing that is ſacred, 
I conjure you, relate to me your ad- 
ventures! It is not out of curioſity 
that I preſs to hear them: I find my- 
ſelf ſtrongly diſpoſed to ſerve you; 
and you, perhaps, will have no rea- 


ſhall place in me. Tell me who you 
are; for I plainly perceive you are 
notignobly born: ſpeak; and hide no- 
thing from me!* “ Sir,” replies Cou- 
loufe, * my hiſtory is ſomewhat long, and 
may prove tedious to you. —“ No, 
no!“ ſays the officer: * and I intreat 
« you not to omit the ſmalleſt circum - 
* ſtance.” Then the ſon of Abdallah 
began the recital of his adventures; and 
ran through the whole withont any re- 
ſerve. He confeſſed to him, that he 
was not the ſon of Maſſaoud; but that 
he had recourſe to that impoſture, as the 
only means to ſecure himſelf in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of Dilara: But, adds he, the 
© falſhood I advanced has not proved 
anſwerable to my expectations. My 
* word was not taken; and a courier 
« was immediately diſpatched to Co- 
gende, who in three days more will 
return: ſo that the cady, who has ſet 
© a ftri&t watch upon us, will ſoon. diſ- 
© cover the cheat, and puniſh me for it 
* 

0 

* 

£ 
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by an 1gnominious death. But yet, 

it is not even that which afflicts me; 

it is, that I ſee the fatal hour approach 

which will ſeparate me for ever 5 
| 5 he 


fon to repent of the confidence you 
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e che object of my love; it is that 
© thought alone, that weighs down my 
« ſoul with affliction!” | 

While he went on ſpeaking in this 


manner, intermixing ſighs and tears 


with his diſcourſe, the lady's eyes over- 


flowed from the fulneſs of her heart; 


and it was manifeſt from the great con- 
cern ſhe ſhewed, that her emotions of 


grief correſponded with thoſe of Cou- 
Fan The officer of the king, ob- 
ſerving the ſympathy of their ſorrow, 


was touched with compaſſion: Ten- 
© der and loving pair, ſaid he, your 
afflictions affect me deeply; I ear- 
neſtly wiſh I had the power to ſerve 
you, and to fave you both from the in- 
ſupportable grievance of a ſeparation! 
Would to Heaven, O young man, 1 
could avert the misfortune that threat- 
ens you, ſo near at hand! but it ſeems 
to me almoſt impoſſible. The cady is 
a vigilant and inflexible magiſtrate; 
there is no hopes of eſcaping his watch- 
ful eye, nor of prevailing upon him 
to pardon a deceiver: the only whole- 
ſome counſel I can give you is, to 
place your whole confidence in that 
Providence who can ſet open the 
cloſeſt priſons, and over-rule the moſt 
unſurmountabledificulties. Implore 
his aſſiſtance by fervent prayers; and 
donot deſpair of a happy deliverance, 
although the paths that lead to it are 
covered with darkneſs, and hid from 
human ſight.” At theſe words the 
officer took leave of Couloufe and of 
the lady, and went his way. 

© It mult be allowed,” ſays then the 
daughter of Boyruck, * that there is a 
veryodd kindof men inthe world: they 
ſhall come of their own accord, and 
offer you their ſervices; if you ſeem 
to labour under any great affliction, 
they ſhall preſs you to make them ac- 
quainted with your grievances, and 
ſhall promiſe yon ſome relief; and 
when, by their compliments and im- 
portunity, they have brought you 
to ſatisfy their curioſity, they ſhail 
leave you to comfort yourſelf, by ex- 
horting you to patience. When this 
man began, by making a ſhew of en- 
tering ſo warmly into our intereſts, 
who could imagine but that he had a 
deſign of being in ſome meaſvre ſer- 
viceable to us or, at leaſt of uſin 
his utmoſt endeavoyrs in our behalf? 
And yet, after obliging us to atedious 
recital of our adygntures, he takes his 


* 


* 
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© leave abruptly, and turns us over to 
Providence? Madam, ſays the fon 


of Abdallah, what would you have 


him do for us? Let us not wrong him 
in our thoughts; he has too much 
the appearance of a man of honour to 
be ſuſpected of urging me to the re- 
lation of my mileries with no other 
intent but to gratify his curiolity. 
Without doubt, his heart is diſpoſed 
in favourof us: I am convinced of it 
from his generous pity, which appear- 
eth even in his ſilence. But he finds 
it impracticable to extricate us out of 
the difficulties that ſurround us: what 
could he ſay more? And, indeed, 
whence can we expect ſuccour? The 
hand of Heaven Mons has power to 
© deliver me out of my preſent danger,“ 


* 
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Þ HIS unfortunate pair raiſed a mu- 


tual commiſeration in the hearts 
of each other, by reflecting upon the 
horror of their deſtiny: they employed 
the two ſucceeding days in fighs and 
lamentations; in the midſt of which they 
ſtill thought upon expedients for their 
ſafety. They attempted to affail the 
fidelity of their guards; but found they 
were not to be corrupted, In the 
mean time, the fifteen days were now 
expiring, and the fatal day was come 
on which the meſſenger was expected 
from Cogende; a day as much dreaded 
by them two, as it was impatiently 
withed for by the fon of Mouzaiter, 
When the firſt dawn of this uncom- 
fortable day appeared upon the windows 


of Couloufe's apartment, this young 


man, thinking never more to ſee the 
ſun riſe, got up from his bed to prepare 
himſelf for death; he caſt his eyes upon 
his wife with looks full of grief and 
deſpair, and ſaid to her, in a feeble, 
broken accent“ Adieu! I go to ac- 
compliſh my deſtiny, and to pay the 
forfeit of my head to the cady: as for 
you, fair Dilara, live and be happy; 
do not quite baniſh. from your re- 
membrance the man who has loved 
you with ſo much tenderneſs. Ah, 
Couloufe!“ cries the lady, burſting 
into tears, * do you go to die, and do you 
exhort me to live! Can you think that 
© there is any enjoyment in life for me? 
Cruel and unkind! would you have me 
then linger out my days in miſery and 
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74 
© anxiety of mind? No, no! I will ac- 
© company you to the laſt, and lay my- 
© ſelfdown to reſt in the ſame ſepulchre 
„with you. Taher, the deteſtable Ta- 
E her! ſhall at once ſee the diffolution 


© of what he hates, and what he loves! 


Never Ahall he have the pleaſure to 
© triumph in thy death. But where- 
E foreis it requiſite that you ſhould die? 
E Tt is to me alone the puniſhment 1s 


2 due; it is your wife who has urged 


. 


© you on to perjury; it is ſhe who Ug- 
c geſted the Flood to you, which they 


© would expiate with your life: it is 


© J, then, who am the proper victim; 
e at leaft, it is but juſt that I ſhould 
not go unpuniſhed. Come on, then; 
E let us go to the place prepared for 
© your execution: I reſolve to let the 
4 world ſee, that I had rather die with 
6 you than be left behind.” 

The ſon of Abdallah combated the 
reſolutions of the lady: he conjured her 
not to give him ſo fatal a pledge of her 
affection. Dilara, on the other hand, 

rſiſted in her obſtinacy to die with 
Em, and prayed him not to endeavour 
at oppoſing the purpoſe of 'her ſoul, 
They continued to urge their reaſons 
warmly on both fides, when they heard 
a great noiſe at the inp towards the 
Kkreet; and immediately they ſaw the 
eady enter the court, followed by ſeve- 
ral perſons, among whom there appear- 
ed Mouzaffer, with his fon. This fight 
truck ſuch a terror into the heart of 
the daughter of Boyruck, that ſhe faint- 
ed away; and while ſhe was ſupported 


by ſome flayes who ſtepped in to her 
af 


ſtance, Couloufe took that opportu- 


nity, for a moment, to run forward to 


meet the cady. But the judge, far from 
coming to carry him to his execution, 
bowed to him, and ſaid, with ſmiles in 
His looks Sir, the meſſenger who 
„ was ſent to Cogende is come back, 
accompanied by one of the ſervants 
4 of Maſſaoud your father: he has ſent 
you forty camels laden with ſtuffs, 
© with fine linen, and other merchan- 
* dizes. We no longer queſtion your 


© being the ſon of this wealthy mer- 


© chant; and we intreat you to forget 
© the rough treatment you have met 
s with from us. | 

When the judge had made an end of 


addreſſing Couloufe in this manner, to 


Hrs 


reat. amazement, Mouzaffer and 


His fon ſignified to the hulla their great 
rogret for the baſtinadoes he had under- 
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gone, © I give up, ſays Taher to bim, 
all my pretenſions to Dilara: I no 
longer diſpute your right to her; and 
I turn her over entirely to you, upon 
condition, if the fancy fhould take 
you to repudiate her ſoon, and to re- 
new the marriage-contrat with her 
* afterwards, that you likewiſe will 
* make choice of me for your hulla.* 
Couloufe knew not what to think of 


N M a © 


* 


all this: he apprehended it to be but 


mockery from Taher and the cady, and 
feared they would ſoon ſpeak to him in 
a very different phraſe; when there 
came up to him a ſort of a flaye, who 
took his hand to kiſs, and preſenting a 
letter to him, ſaid “ Sir, your father 
© and your mother are bot! of them in 
© good health: they are impatient for 
© your return; theireyes and their cars 
© do, as it were, dwell upon the road 
© that leads to Cogende.” | 
At theſe words bluſhes began to riſe 
in the cheeks of Couloufe; and, not 
knowing what anſwer to make, he took 
the letter: then, breaking it open, he 
found it contain the following lines, 


6 THAN K She to Heaven alone, and 

© bleſſings ſhowered down upon 
the great Prophet, upon his houſhold, 
and upon his friends! My deareſt 
ſon, from the time that you ceaſed to 
bleſs mine eyes, I have taken no reſt; 
I lie down upon the thorns of un- 
eaſineſs; the poiſon of your abſence 
preys upon my heart, and —_ 
conſumes my very lite. By the meſ- 
fenger who was ſent to me by the 
Signior Mouzaffer, I am informed 
of all that has befallen you, With- 
out any loſs of time, 1 gave orders 
to load forty black camels with large 
eyes, to be ſent in all diligence to 
Samarcande, with merchandizes of di- 
vers kinds, under the conduct of Gio- 
her, the captain of my carriages, 
6 Write me inftantly an account of your 
© preſent well-being, that our heart may 
© be comforted with gladneſs, and our 
© health reſtored, : 
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Scarce had the ſon of Abdallah made 
an end of reading this letter, when he 
ſaw forty camels enter the court, as 
coming from Cogende: then theCaptain 
Gioher ſaid to him“ My lord and my 
© malter, give ord:+5, if you pleaſe, to 
have the camels unloaded, and ts — 
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e the bales of goods up in ſome great who have taken pity upon two faith 


© hall.“ What, in the name of won- 
+ der, can all this mean?” fays Cou- 
Joufe to himſelf: © I have ſeen a great 
© many ſurprizing things come to paſs; 
© but, by Aly, this is ſomewhat that 
«© ſurpaſſes even admiration! The cap- 
« tain Gioher accoſts me as if he had 
* Jong ſince known me; the cady and 
s Mouzaffer ſeem to take all theſe ap- 
« pearances for truth. Be it ſo, then; 
© and although the whole be paſt my 
* comprehenſf5on, let me, however, make 
© thebeſt uſeI can of it: Fortune, per- 
© haps, intends to fave me by one of her 
« uſual caprices; or Heaven is pleaſed 
to employ a miracle in my favour,” 


DAY XLIV. 


He. greatly ſoever Couloufe might 
be aſtoniſhed with this extraordi- 
nary event, he had the preſence of mind 
to diſſemble his ſurprize: he ordered the 
bales to be carried into the hall, and 
that care ſnould be taken of the ca- 
mels. He likewiſe took upon him to 

ut queſtions to the conductor of the 
camels: ©* Gioher,* ſays he, now tell 
me ſome news of our family; are my 


© friends and relations all well at Co- 


gende? Every one, anſwers Gio- 
her, © in perfect health; excepting your 
* father, who counts over the tedious 
moments of your abſence: he charged 
me to let you know, that it is his de. 
fire you ſhould make what haſte you 
can to reviſit Cogende, and bring the 
lady you have eſpouſed along with 
ou. | 
While Gioher ſpoke to this effect, the 
_ rady, Taher, and his father, took their 
leave of the ſon of Abdallah, and went 
to their homes, fully perſuaded that he 
was the ſon of Maſſaoud: but the judge, 
before he went away, diſmiſſed the 
guard which he had placed upon the 
new- married couple. When they were 
all of them gone, Couloufe returned in- 
to the apartment where he had left Di- 
lara: this lady, by the diligence of her 
ſlaves, was now brought to herſelf 
again, Couloufe acquainted her with 
what had paſſed, and ſhewed her the 
letter from Maſſaoud. She had not 
quite peruſed the letter, when ſhe cried 
out—* All-gracious Heaven! to you 
alone it is that we owe our thanks for 
v this aſtoniſhing deliverance! To you, 
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© ful lovers, whoſe hearts you firſt 
united.“ Madam, ſays che ſon of 
Abdallah, it is not yet time to ſet our 
© hearts open to the impreſſions of joy; 
© our troubles are not come to an end: 
to an end, do I ſay? No, no! my ap- 
prehenſions are greater than ever. You 
have put me upon aſſuming the name 
of a man who, without doubt, is in 
Samarcande: the ſon of Maſſaoud 
muſt needs be iu this city. His father 
writes to him, and ſends him forty 
camels laden with merchandizes, un- 
der the conduct of Gioher. This 
Gioher, who probably never ſaw the 
ſon of his 52 58 has been miſled b 
the meſſenger Mouzaffer employed; ſo 
that it is eaſy to comprehend all that 
has happened. This miſtake, I agree, 
might be of ſignal ſervice to us, if it 
could be ſuppoſed to laſt ſome time. 
Nothing could obſtruct our flight, be- 
cauſe we have no watch upon us; 
but the rumour upon the arrival o 
theſe camels, is, I fear, already ſprea 
through the city: the true ſon of Maſ- 
ſaoud will hear of it, and go to the ca- 
dy, who will reQify the miſtake. Who 
knows but, by this time, the judge 
my be upon his return to feize me, 
and carry me to juſtice?” : 
Thus reaſoned Couloufe ; diſtracted 
between his hopes and his fears, he was 
more reſtleſs in his mind than when he 
had taken his refolutions to meet his 
deſtiny, He expected every moment to 
fee Taher and the cady enter, enraged 
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and diſabuſed; his diſquiets redoubled 


75 him every «uct EY he wa 
in this great perplexity of mind, th 
officer of the ls 4 | 
ſon who had been with him two 
before, came in. Signior Hulla,* ſaid 
he, as he entered, I hear your cala- 
© mities have an end, and that Heaven 
* at laſt has looked upon you with an 
eye of favour: I come tocongratulate 
your good fortune; and, at the ſame 
time, to reproach you. You have nat 
dealt ſincerely by me: why did you 
tell me that you were not the ſon of 
Maſſaoud? “ My dear ſon,” replies 
the ſon of Abdallah, I have told you 
© thetruth: I never ſaw Cogende; Iam 
© a native of Damas, as I aſſured you 


© before. My father died long ago; 


© and I have long ago diſſipated the 
6 whole patrimony which I inherited 
from him.. Nevertheleſs,” rejoins 
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the, officer, I am told you have re- 
ceived forty camels laden with divers 
s kinds of merchandize, and that Maſ- 
* ſaoud writes to you as if you were 
5 his ſon.*—* True it is, anſwers Cou- 
loufe, that I have received his letter 
and his ſtuffs; notwithſtanding which, 
* Tam not his ſon.” The officer deſired to 
be informed in the particulars of what 
Happened; and, when the hulla had re- 
lated every circumſtance, he ſaid—* I 
am apt to believe, with you, that this 
muſt be a miſtake, and that the ſon 
of Maſſaoud is in Samarcande: for 
this reaſon, if I might adviſe, you 
would do well to make your eſcape 
this very night. We deſign to at- 
tempt it, replies Couloufe; and, if 
the cady do but continue in his error 
till to-morrow, we think we cannot 
fail of ſucceſs.” You ſhould hope 
the beſt, anſwers the officer, and 
not ſuffer your fears to grow too pre- 
valent: Heaven, without doubt, is not 
willing you ſhould periſh, ſince, by an 
event that ſeems miraculous, it has 
for the preſent delivered you from the 
ſentence which was pronounced a- 
© gainſt you. He purſued his diſcourſe 
with arguments yet fuller of comfort, 
to diſſipate the terrors of the two lo- 
vers; who, he ſaw, ſtill remained under 
the greateſt apprehenſicns of danger: 
then he bid them adieu, wiſhing them 
all manner of proſperity. 
When Couloufe and Dilara perceived 
themſelves to be alone, they began to 
conſult about their flight, and to ſet 
every thing in order for it. They ex- 
pected the night with impatience; but, 
23 it was dark, they were ſurprized 
with a great noiſe, and ſaw, at the ſame 
time, ſeveral horſe-guards enter the 
court of the inn, This unexpected fight 
ſtruck terror into the new- married cou- 
ple: they concluded the cady was now 
come to ſearch for the ſon of Abdallah, 
to put him to death. Their fright, ne- 
vertheleſs, was of no long continuance: 
they were the King's guards; and the 
captain who commanded them, alight- 
ing from his horſe, went up into the 
apartments where Couloufe and his wife 
were, with a packet in his hand. He 


„ „ „ „ mn HA a „ „ 


„„ „ „ „ „ 


ſaluted each of them with great re- 


ſpect; then, addreſſing himſelf to the 
huſband—* Sir,” ſaid he, I come hither 
by orders from the GreatUſbeck-Can; 
he is defirons to ſce the ſon of Maſ- 
* faoud; he has heard all your ad- 


PERSIAN TALES. 


venture; but would willingly be 
«© entertained with it from your own 
© mouth, He ſends you this robe of 
© honour, that you may be in a ſuitable 
* dreſs to appear in his prefence.* The 
ſon of Abdallah would gladly have been 
excuſed from going to ſatisfy the cu- 
riofity of the king; but he ſaw himſelf 
under a neceſſity to obey. He put on 
the robe of honour, and went out with 
the captain of the guards: when they 
came down into the court, the captain 
directed him towards a mule with a 
{addle and bridle of gold, ſet with dia- 
monds ; where a page, richly dreſſed, 
held the ſtirrup Be pleaſed, Sir, ſaid 
he to him, © to mount upon that royal 
© mule, and I ſhall conduct you to the 
© palace.“ Couloufe went up to the 
mule, when the page, kiſſing the ſtir- 
rup, held it to lim; immediately the 
hulla fixed his foot in it, and vaulting 
lightly into the ſaddle, rode along with 
the guards to the palace, 0 
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S ſoon as he arrived at the palace, 
the officers of the king came out 
to receive him, and then . him 
to the entrance of the hall, where this 
prince uſed to give audience to ambaſ- 
ſadors. There the grand-vizier took 
him by the hand, and introduced him 
into the hall, where the king, cloathed 
in robes ſtudded over with diamonds, 
rubies, and emeralds, was ſeated upon 
a throne of ivory, ſurrounded with all 
his nobles, the grandees of Tartary. 
Couloufe was dazzled with the ſplendor 
that ſhone round Uſbeck-Can; inſtead 
of lifting up his eyes to the prince, he 
caſt his looks downward, and. went to 
proſtrate himſelf before the throne. 
The king, perceiving the dread and 
awe that hung upon him, took an oc- 
caſion to ſpeak to him: © Son of Maſ- 
© ſaoud,” ſays he, © I am informed that 
© ſome very extraordinary adventures 
© have befallen you; I defire you will 
«© yourſelf relate them to me, and hide 
nothing from me. Couloufe, ſtruck 
with the accent of the voice which ut- 
tered theſe words, lifted up his eyes; 
when, recollecting in the king the very 
ge that came to viſit him, whom he 
ad taken for an officer belonging to 
Uſbeck-Can, and to whom he had en, 
truſted all his fecrets, he fell 8 
| | | ave 
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face to the earth, and burſt out into 
tears. The vizier, raiſing him, ſaid to 
him, Fear nothing, young man; ap- 
© proach the king, and kiſs the hem of 
© his garment.* The ſon of Abdallah, 
trembling, and full of confuſion, drew 
near to the feet of the king, and kiſſed 
the hem of his garment; then retiring 
ſome ſteps, he ſtood up and kept his 
head bowed down upon his breaſt, But 
Uſbeck-Can ſuffered him not to remain 
long in that poſture: he came down 
from his throne, and taking him by the 
hand, he led himinto his cloſet, where 
he ſaid to him Couloufe, hencefor- 
< ward ſet thy mind at eaſe; and never 
more apprehend the changes of for- 
tune: you ſhall not be ſeparated from 
Dilara; you ſhall live with her in my 
court; and you ſhall hold the ſame 
dignity and favour with me that you 


King Mirgehan. Upon the report 
that was made to me of your great 
fidelity to your wife, I came to make 

ou a viſit out of curioſity; I was 
pleaſed with you; and the confidence 
that you placed in me, engaged me to 
reſolve with myſelf at once to ſave 
your life, and to eſtabliſh for ever 

our union with the object of your 
Hor all which I brought about 
in the manner you have feen, The 
forty camels which you have at pre- 
ſent, were taken out of my ſtables; 
I gave orders to buy the ſtuffs with 
which they were loaded; and Gioher, 
who conducted them, is an eunuch 
who very rarely goes out of the ſe- 
raglio: the letter which you received 
was written by my debirkhaſſẽ; and, 
for fear the courier ſent by Mouzaffer 
ſhould come and diſcover all, I ſent 
yeſterday one of my officers to meet 
him upon the road to Cogende, and to 


meſſage to his maſter as was ſuitable 
to my purpoſe, This was a pleaſure, 
in the which J had a mind to gratify 
* myſelf; and I haye enjoyed it in per- 
* fection.” 

When the king had made an end of 
ſpeaking, Couloufe proftrated himſelf at 
his feet, thanked him for his great good- 
neſs, and vowed to have it in everlaſting 
remembrance. The young man brought 
Dilara to the palace that very day. Uſ- 
beck-Can appointed them a magnifi- 
cent apartment, together with a conſi- 
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derable penſion; and gave orders to 


once * at Caracorum under 
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order him, from me, to deliver ſuch a 
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have the hiſtory of their loves tranſmit+. 
ted to poſterity by the ableſt pen in Sa- 
marcande, | 


When the nurſe of Farruknaz had 
thus finiſhed the ſtory of Couloufe, ſhe 
kept ſilence, to hear what her miſtreſs. 
would fay to it. Not yet inclined to 
think favourably of the men, ſhe could 
by no means come into the ſentiments 
of her women, who all of them declar- 
ed, that the ſon of Abdallah had ac- 
quitted himſelf as a compleat lover. 
No, no,” ſays the princeſs; when he 
was baniſhed from the court of the. 
King of the Keraites, he left Cara-- 
corum without taking his leave of 
Dilara, and even without ſo much as 
endeavouring to fee her. I know 
very well how abruptly the king's or- 
ders oblrged him to depart; but love 
has a thouſand expedients, and would 
have furniſhed him with the means of 
ſpeaking at leaſt with the daughter of 
Boyruck, if he had been inſpired with 
a true paſſion for her. But this is not 
all I have to lay to his charge: when 
he had been ſome days at Samarcande, 
he would not ſo readily have offered 
himſelf to ſerve as hulla, if his lady 
had yet been ever ſo little miſtreſs of 
his affections. Then, again, when 
he came to know the fair- one, was he 
not conſenting to put her away ? Was 
he not inclining to keep his oath? 
Nay, had he not actually done it, if ſhe 
had not employed all her arguments, 
even to her tears, to diſſuade him? 
A lover, whoſe paſſion burns ſtrongly 
in his breaſt, is not apt to be ſo ſeru- 
© pulous.*' — * Madam, ſays Sutlu- 
mem, *I grant that Couloufe firſt ſhew- 
ed himſelf ſenſible to the ties of ho- 
nour; and that, methinks, ſhould 
never turn to his reproach. I ſhould 
rather adinire a young man, whoſe 
foul ſhrinks at perjury, while his in- 
clinations urge him ſtrongly to it. I 
believe a lover of ſuch a temper will 
be always molt eligible, ſince his pro- 
teſtations may be depended upon. 
But, Madam, adds ſhe, © ſince you are 
ſo very delicate, I muſt beg leave toen- 
tertain you with another ſtory, which 
may incline you to think your no- 
tions too refined, and which perhaps 
may touch you nearer than the ad- 
ventures of either Couloufe or Aboul- 

* calem,* 
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© caſem,* No ſooner had the nurfe 
ke theſe words, than all the women 
the.princefs cried out for joy, and 
expreſſed their impatience to hear of 
more adventures. When Farruknaz, 
therefore, had given her permiſſion, Sut- 


lumemẽ began in this manner. 


THE HISTORY OF PRINCE CALAF, 
AXD OF THE PRINCESS OF CHINA, 


V OU have heard the hiſtory of 
Couloufe, and now I ſhall relate 
to you that of Prince Calaf, the ſon of 
an ancient Can of the Nogais Tartars. 
The hiftorians of thoſe times make a 
very honourable mention of his name. 
They all agree, that in gracefulneſs of 
of perſon, in wit, and in valour, he 
forpaſſed all the princes of the age in 
which he flouriſhed. They give teſti- 
mony -to him, that he was equal in 
learning to the greateſt doftors; that he 
entered into the very __ ſenſe of the 
commentaries upon the Alcoran, and 
knew the proverbs of Mahomet by heart; 
in a word, they diſtinguiſh him by the 
lorious appellation of the Hero of 
Ab, and the Phcenix of the Eaſt. 

We may take it for granted, from 
the time that this prince had compleated 
the age of eighteen years, that he had 
not his equal, perhaps in the world, 
He was the foul of the counſels of Ti- 
murtaſch his father. When he ſpoke 
upon any deliberation in council, the 
moſt experienced miniſters admired his 
witdom and his knowledge in affairs. 
Beſides all this, if a war was at any time 
to be carried on, you might ſee him at 
the head of the troops of the empire, 
marchinginto the enemy's country, giv- 
ing them battle, and returning in tri- 
umph. He had already obtained ſeveral 
victories; and the Nogais were become 
fo redoubtable by their glorious ſuc- 
ceſſes under his command, that the 
neighbouring nations did not dare to 
give them the leaſt diſquiet. Such was 
the fituation of the affairs of the Can 
his father, when there came to his court 
an ambaſſador from the Sultan of Ca- 
rizme. When this miniſter received au- 
Aience, he declared that his maſter had 
a right to demand a yearly tribute for 
the future from the Nogais Tartars; 
which if they refuſed to pay, he ſhould 
come in perſon, and compel them to it, 


at the head of two hundred thouſand 
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men; and that he would take from their 
ſovereign at once the forfeit of his crown 
and of his life, for not complying of his 
own accord with his demands. The 
Can, upon this, aſſembled his council. 
It . deliberated whether the tribute 
ſhould be paid rather than provoke ſo 


formidable an enemy; or whether his 


menaces ſhould be ſet at nought. Ca- 
laf, and the greateſt part of thoſe who 
aſſiſted at council, were of the latter 
opinion; ſo that the ambaſſador was dif. 
miſſed with a refuſal. ' 

This done, deputies were diſpatched 
into all the adjacent countries, to repre- 
fent to them, that it was their common 
intereſt to join with the Can againſt the 
Sultan of Carizme, whoſe ambition was 
fo boundleſs, that he would not fail one 
day to exact tribute likewiſe from them, 
if « once extorted it from the Nogais. 
The deputies fucceeded in their nego- 
ciations. The neighbouring nations, 
and, amongſt others, the Circaſſians, 
promiſed to enter into a league with the 
Can, and to aſſiſt bim with fifty thou - 
fand men. Upon theſe aſſurances, this 
Rr made a new levy of troops, which 

e added to his ſtanding forces. | 

While the Nogats were buſied in theſe 
preparations, the Sultan of Carizme, on 
the other hand, aſſembled together tw 
hundred thouſand fighting men, and 
paſſed the Jaxartes at Cogende. He 
marched over the country of Ilack 
and of Saganack, where bh found a 
plenty of proviſions. He advanced as 
far as Jund, before the army of the 
Can could take the field, under the com- 
mand of Prince Calaf, becauſe the Cir - 
caſſians, and the other auxiliary troops, 
were not in readineſs to join him ſooner, 
As ſoon as Calaf had received all the 
ſuccours he expected, he marched di- 
rely to Jund: but ſcarce was he got 
beyond Jenghikunt, when his couriers 
brought him intelligence that the ene: 
my was in ſight, and came on to give 
him battle. The young prince imme- 
diately commanded his army to halt, 
and. diſpoſed his men in order for the 
combat. 
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"I two armies were nearly equal 
1 in number; and the people that 
compoſed them were equally of a war- 
like diſpoſition; ſo that the battle was 
0 — * * 2 * 3 fought 


their auxi 


fought with much obſtinacy and blood - 
ſhed. It began with the dawn of the day, 
and laſted till the clofe of the evening. 
The officers and the ſoldiers behaved 
themſelves with great 1 on both 
ſides. The ſultan, during the action, 
did all that could poſſibly be perform- 
ed by a warrior conſummate in mili- 
tary affairs; and Prince Calaf acquitted 
himſelf far beyond expectation in ſo 
young a general. One while the victory 
ſeemed to declare for the Nogais Tar- 


tars, and then again for the Carizmi- 


ans: ſo doubtful was the combat, that 
both the parties, triumphing in their 
turns, ſounded a retreat at the approach 
of night, fully reſolved to renew the 
fight in the morning; but the general 
o the Circaſſians went privately by 
night to the pavilion of the ſultan, and 
gave him aſſurances that he would 
abandon the Nogais, provided he would 
engage himſelf by a treaty, which he 
ſhould ſwear religiouſly to obſerve, ne- 
ver to exact any tribute from the people 
of Circaſſia, upon any pretext whatſo- 
ever. The ſultan accepted the propo- 
ſal, and the treaty was concluded: the 
general regained his tent; and, on the 
morrow, when the charge was ſounded 
through the army, the Circaſſians were 
obſerved to draw off from their allies, 


and ſhape their march towards their 


own territories. 
Prince Calaf was very much grieved 


at this treachery; and, ſeeing himſelf 


now much inferior to the ſultan in pow- 
er, would fain have declined the com- 
bat; but that was not in his choice. 
The Carizmians began the attack 
warmly; and, taking the advantage of 
the ground, which allowed them to ex- 
tend their troops, they encompaſſed the 
Nogais on every fide: they, neverthe- 
leſs, ough abandoned by the beſt of 

tary forces, and hemmed in 
by the enemy, behaved themſelves with 
an undaunted bravery. - Animated by 
the intrepidity of their prince, they 
cloſed their ranks, and for a long time 
ſuſtained the moſt violent aſſaults of the 
fultan; when, at laſt, the Carizmians 
broke in upon them; and Calaf then, 
deſpairing of victory, thought only of 
the means of ſaving himſelf by flight: 
he poſted himſelf at the head of ſome 
choſen ſquadrons, and opened to himſelf 
a paſſage through the enemy. As ſoon 


as the ſultan was advertized of his re- 


treat, he detached 6x thouſand horſe to 
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purſue him; but the prince eluded their 


purſuit, by ſtriking into bye - roads with 
which they were unacquainted: fo that, 
in a few days after the battle, he arrived 
at his father's court, where all hearts 
were filled with ſorrow and dread For 
the ill ſucceſs that attended him. 

If this news afflicted Timurtaſch, 
that which he received ſoon after com- 
"ing his deſpair; an officer, eſcaped 

rom the combat, brought intelligence 
that the Sultan of Carizme had in a 
manner vtterly flain the Nogais with 
the edge of the ſabre, and that he ad- 
ved, by ſpeedy marches, witha re- 
ſolution to put to death the whole fa- 
mily of the Can, and to reduce the na- 
tion to acknowledge him for their o- 
vereign. Then the Can repented that 
he ever refuſed to pay the tribute: but, 
as the Arabian proverb ſays, * Repent- 
© ance comes too late when the city of 
© Baſra lies in aſhes.* The time was 
now ſhort, and it became neceſſary to 
think of a ſpeedy flight, for fear of 


falling under the power of the ſultanz . 


therefore, the Can, the Princeſs El- 
maze, his wife, and Calaf, taking the 
moſt valuable things out of their trea- 
ſury with them, departed from Aſtra- 
can, their capital city. They were ac- 


companied by ſeveral officers of the 


court, who reſolved not to forſake them 
in their diſtreſs; as well as by the troops 
who had fought their way through © 
enemy with the rms. prince. 
They ſhaped ti 

2 Bulgarie, with a deſign to ſue 
or refuge and protection under ſame 
ſovereign prince: they had now jour- 
nied ſeveral days, and had already 
gained the aſcent of Mount Caucaſus, 
when a body of robbers, to the num- 
ber of four thouſand, who inhabited 
this mountain, came pouring upon 
them like a tempeſt. The troops that 
accompanied Calaf hardly amounted 
to four hundred men; notwithſtanding 
which he made a ſtand againſt the rob- 
bers, and even killed a great number 


of them; but his men were all cut to 


ieces in the engagement; and he was, 
in the end, left abſolutely in the power 
of the banditti: ſome of them Teized 
upon the riches they found, While others 
put to death the whole retinue of the 
Can, They ſpared only this printe, 
his wife, and his ſon; whom they left 
almoſt naked in the mĩidſt of the moda · 
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| It is not to be expreſſed how great was 


himſelf reduced to this extremity: he 
envied the deſtiny of thoſe wretches who 
were flain in his fight; and, giving 
Himſelf up to deſpair, he meditated at- 
tempts upon his own life. The prin- 
ceſs, on the other hand, melted into 
"floods of tears, and made the rocks 
echo. with her cries and lamentations: 


Calaf alone had the ſtrength of mind 


to ſupport the weight of ſo great an af- 
Seaſoned with the doctrines 
of the Alcoran, and ſtrengthened by 
the proverbs of Mahomet concerning 


predeſtination, the firmneſs of his ſoul 


was not to be ſhaken: what afflicted 
him moſt was the extremity of grief 


"which oppreſſed the Can and his wife. 
'© Oh, my father! — Oh, my mother!” 
"aid he to them, fink not under your 
- © misfortunes: remember that it is the 


* will of Heaven you ſhould be thus 


© © miſerable; let us reſign ourſelves to 
4 decrees that are not to be controuled. 


© Are we the firſt princes whom the rod 
4 of Divine Juſtice has cauſed to ſmart? 


© How many ſovereigns, before our 


days, have been driven out from their 


© dominions, and after wandering long 
© in foreign countries, treated like va- 


© gabonds, have at laſt been brought 
8 55 to their people, and re - inſtated 
© in their thrones! If Heaven has the 
power to take away crowns, it like- 
© wiſe has the power to reſtore them: let 
us hope, therefore, that Providence 
© will compaſſionate our ſufferings, and 
© that better days will ſucceed after the 
© ftorm of adverſity which has over- 


6 taken us.“ 


He ſpoke much more to this purpoſe; 
and, as he ſpoke, his father and his 
mother dwelt upon his ſpeech, and felt 


a ſecret comfort riſe within their minds: 


in the end his reaſons prevailed. *© I 
am ſatisfied, my ſon, ſays the Can; 
© let us reſign ourſelves to the will of 
4 Heaven: and, fince all the evils that 
« ſurround us in this life are regiſtered 
c upon the fatal table, let us bear them 
without murmuring.* Theſe diſ- 
courſes ended;t he Can, his wife, and 
his ſon, continued their journey on foot, 
for the robbers had taken away their 
horſes: they travelled ſeveral days, and 


lived upon the fruits which they found 


in the valleys; but, in a few days more, 
they found themſelves bewildered in a 
deſart, where the barrenneſs of the 


the/ 7170 of Timurtaſch when he ſaw 
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8 produced nothing for their fubꝶ᷑· 
ſtence, ſo that their ſtrength began to 
fail. The Can, already advanced in 
years, perceived his ſpirits flag apace; 
and the princeſs, tired out with the te- 
diouſhelf of the journey, was ſcarcel 
able to ſupport her ſteps: inſomuc 
that Calaf, thou gh very much harraſſed 
himſelf, to relieve them, bore them 
by turns upon his ſhoulders: * 


And now they were all three ſorely 
preſſed with hunger, and thirſt, and 


weariſomneſs, at once, when they came 
to a place full of dreadful precipices: 
there roſe a very high hill, broken. into 
frightful gaps and hollows, which 
ſeemed very difficult and dangerous to 
paſs; and there was no other way to 
come at a vaſt plain whick. lay on the 
other fide, for on either part of the hill 
the country appeared ſo thick covered 
with thorns and briars, that it ſeemed 
impracticable to. gain a paſſage through 
them. When the princeſs ſaw the ter- 
rible caverns that lay before them, ſhe 
was ſo affrighted that ſhe broke out in- 
to the loudeſt cries; and the Can him- 
ſelf, no longer able to bear his ſuffer - 
ings with patience, abandoned himſelf 
to rage. It is enough, my ſon,” ſaid 


he to the prince; © I reſign myſelf tomy 


«© deſtiny; and I yield to trials ſo ſevere; 
I am determined to caſt myſelf head- 
long into one of theſe unſearchable 
gulphs which Heaven, withoutdoubt, 
has reſerved for my tomb. I will ſet 
myſelf free from the tyranny of my 
fortune: any death is. preferable to a 
life ſo full of pain,” 


DAY XLVII. | 
HE Can, giving himſelf up tothe 


turbulent emotions of his heart, 
was preparing to plunge headlong into 
a gulph, when Prince Calaf, catching 
him in his arms, witheld him, Ah, 
my father!” ſays he to him, © whatis 
it you attempt? Why are you thus 
tranſported to your ruin? Are theſe 
the proofs you give of that reſigna- 
tion which you owe to the decrees of 
Heaven? Recollect yourſelf awhile: 
inſtead of ſhewing a rebellious impa- 
tience to the Divine Will, let us en- 
deavour, by our conſtancy and perſe- 
verance, to merit favour and com- 
© paſſion from above. We are, I con- 
6 fels it, in very difficult circumſtances 5 
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© and we cannot attempt to travel 


© through theſe unfathomabie depths 
© without riſqing our lives; but per- 
© haps there is yet ſome other way to 
© come at the plain, let it be my care to 
© find it out: do you, Sir, in the mean 
© time, ſmoothe your ruffled thoughts, 
© and remain here with the princeſs; I 
© ſhall ſoon return.'—* Go, my ſon,” 
replies the Can; we will expect you 
C — fear nothing from my deſpair; 
© Tſhall be able to keep it within bounds 
© till your return.“ 

The young prince compaſſed the hill 
on every ſide, without being able to find 
a paſſage: this afflicted him deeply; in- 
ſomuch that he fell proſtrate to the 
earth; and, groanihs out his ſorrow, 
he implored Heaven for ſuccour. Then, 
raiſing himſelf from the ground, he en- 
deavoured once more to diſcover ſome 

ath that might lead into the plain; and 
bis labour was not loſt. And now, 
returning thanks to Heaven, that was 
his guide, he purſued the track which 
lay before him, till he came up to a tree 
that ſtood in the entrance to the plain: 
this tree overſhadowed a fountain of 
pure tranſparent water. He likewiſe 
perceived other trees, loaded with fruits 
of an extraordinary ſize: tranſported 
with this diſcovery, he ſpeeded to give 
notice of it to his father and his mother, 
who received the news with greater joy 
in that they looked npon it as a mark 
of the immediate favour of Heaven, 
and believed that their miſeries began 
now to be regarded with compaſſion, 
Calaf conducted them to the fountain, 
where they all three waſhed their faces 
and their hands, and flaked the violent 
drought that conſumed them: after this, 
they eat of the fruits that the young 
prince gathered for them; which ſeem- 
ed the more exquiſite to them becauſe 
they had faſted ſo long. Sir, faid 
Calaf to his father, you now ſee that 
* your murmurings were too raſh; you 
* imagined that Heaven had forſaken 
© us: I implored aſſiſtance from above, 
and we are aſſiſted. The Supreme 
© Power is not deaf to the cries of the 
© aflied who put their entire confi- 
* dence in him.” | 

They abode near the fountain three 
days to reſt themſelves, and to renew 
their exhauſted ſpirits: then they took, 
with them a proviſion of fruits, and ad- 
vanced into the plain, hoping they 


might arrive at ſome inhabited place, 


Neither were they diſappointed in their 


hopes; for in a ſhort time they diſco- 
vered before them a city, which, by it's 
extent and buildings, ſeemed to be of 
note. They directed their ſteps to- 
wards it; and when they were come as 
far as the outward gates, they halted 
there, expecting the night, becauſe they 
were not willing to enter the city by 
day-light, fatigued and covered with 
duſt, and ſo deſtitute of apparel. They 
ſat down under a tree, which caſt a 
—_— ſhade, and ftretched them- 
elves upon the graſs. They had now 
repoſed themſelves for ſome time in this 
place, when an old man from the city 
came to enjoy the cool under the ſame 


tree, and fat down by them, after mak 


ing a profound reverence: they ſat up, 
to ſalute him again; which done, they 
demanded of him the name of the city. 
© This city is called Jaick,* replied fs 
old man; it is the capital of the coun- 
* try in which the River Jaick takes it's 
riſe; the King Ilenge-Can keeps his 
court in it: you muſt be very great 
ſtrangers, by the queſtion you put to 
me. “ We are ſo, anſwers the Can; 
we come out of a country far diſtant 
from this place: the kingdom of Car- 


upon the borders of the Caſpian Sea, 
and we exerciſe traffick, We ſet out, 
with ſeveral other merchants, for 
Capchack; a great band of robbers 
fell upon our caravan and pillaged 
it: they ſpared our lives, but they 
left us in the condition you ſee us in. 
We have traverſed Mount Caucaſus, 
and we are come thus far, not know- 
ing whither our ſteps tended.” 

The old man, who was of a nature 
apt to compaſſionate the ſufferings of 
his neighbour, gave them to underſtand 
that he was ſorry for their misfortune; 
and, to convince them of his ſincerity, 
hemade them an offer of his houſe: this 
he did with ſo good a grace, that it was 
not poſſible for them to refute him, 
though they bad ſtood in no need of his 
kindneſs; therefore, as ſoon as night 
came on, he brought them home with 
him. It was a little houſe with very 
plain furniture; but where every thing 
was neat, and ſeemed rather to ſpeak 
the modeſty than the indigency of the 
owner. The old man, as he went in 
at the door, whiſpered ſome orders apart 
to one of his | Sunny who in a little 
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carried a large bundle of men's and wo- 

men's garments ready-made; the other 
a great variety of veils, of turbans, and 
of ſaſhes. Prince Calaf and his father 
took each of them a caffetan of cloth, 

and a veſt of brocade, with a turban of 
Indian linen; and the princeſs the at- 

tire of x woman as compleat_m it's 

kind: after this, the hoſt paid the mer- 
chants, ſent them away, and called for 
Two flaves prepared a table 
immediately, and a fide-board ſet with 
Ehina-ware, with platesoffandal- wood, 
and of aloes, and with ſeveral cups of 
coral, perfumed with ambergris. An 
excellent chourva, with two fide-plates 


of ſpawn of ſturgeon, was firſt ſerved 


to the table: the Can, his wife, and Ca- 
laf, ſat down with the old man, and 
eat of theſe dithes, which were ſucceed- 
xd by an antelope-paſty, a large diſh of 
pilau heaped up, in which there was the 
Aeſh of three heath-fowls minced ſmall. 
The laſt ſervice conſiſted of a diſh of 
'Tziberica, the moſt delicate fiſh in the 
Volga, two plates of ſturgeon, and the 

eg of a mare broiled; after which, 


le 
the drank three great bottles of Camez 
An 4 , 


of date-brandy. 


* - 


DAY XEVIN. 
HE old man, warmed by the li- 


2-- quors he had drank, grew chear- 
ful and full of pleaſantry; and uſed his 
utmoſt endeavours to inſpire his gueſts 
with mirth: but, perceiving his efforts 


were vain, and that they ſeemed ſtill to 


ruminate upon their misfortunes —* I 
« fee plainly,” ſays he to them, that 
© all T can fay has not the power to di- 
vert your thoughts from the calamity 
© that has befallen you; your minds 
* dwell upon it without mtermiſſion: 
© nevertheleſs, give me leave to tell you 
* that, inſtead of giving yourſelves up 
© to theſe melancholy reflections, you 
© ſhould endeavour to baniſh them from 
© your thoughts. And why ſhould you 
© afflift yourſelves for the loſs of goods 
6 which the robbers have taken from 
© you? Is the accident, think you, ex- 
© traordinary which has happened to 
© you? Travellers and traders are daily 
6 hable to ſuch adventures: I was my- 
& ſelf robbed in my youth, upon the 
© road from Mouſel to Bagdad; the 


_ © banditti took from me things of a 


- 


PERSIAN 


chant-apprentices; the one of which 


1 


TALES. 


© conſiderable value, and I burefy 
« eſcaped with my life. I was in the 
very circumſtances which you now la- 
© bour under; and yet I did not give 
«< myſelf up to ſorrow: nevertheleſs, I 
© thought it a very ſevere trial, for 2 
man of my condition to be reduced 
to the extremity of want and poverty. 
© I muſt tell you my whole ſtory; it 19 
© a mark of confidence I am willing 
you ſhould have from me; and it may, 
perhaps, be of Tome ſervice to you:; 
© when you ſhall have heard the adver- 
© ſities I have ſuffered, who knows but 
it may enable you te ſupport your 
© own.” When he had ſpoken to this 
purpoſe, the good old man made a fign 
to his flaves toretire: then he began in 
the following terms. 


THE HISTORY OF PRINCE FADLAL=- 
LA, SON OF BIN-ORTOCK KING 
OF MOQUSEE, 


6 I Am the ſon of the great Bin-Or- 

© tock, the late king of Mouſel. 
As ſoon as I arrived to the twentieth 
year of my age, he was deſirous I 
ſhould take a wife. He contrived to 
have a great number of young ſlaves 
brought before me, amongſt which 
there were ſome extremely beautiful; 
looked upon them all with indiffe- 
rence; there was not one that made 
the leaſt impreſſion. upon me; they 
themſelves were conſcious of it, and 
retired covered with bluſhes, and full 
of indignation, to find I was not to 
be captivated. My father, likewiſe, 
was very much ſurprized at my inſen- 
ſibility: this was what he was ſo far 
from ſuſpecting, that he took it for 
granted beforehand, that, ſtruck at 
once with ſo many different beauties, 
I ſhould be confounded in my choice, 
I told him, that I did not find in my- 
ſelf any inclinations towards matri- 
mony— that this, perhaps, proceeded 
from the great deſire I had to travel 
that I conjured him to grant me his 
leaveto goonly to Bagdad—and thar, 
upon my return, I might perhaps 
find myſelf diſpoſed to ſettle with a 
wife. He was not willing to lay any 


reſtraint wpon me; he therefore con- 
fented that I ſhould make a journey 
to Bagdad: and, that I might appear 
in this great city like the ſon of a king, 
© he ordered a magnificent equipage — 
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* be prepared for me; he ſet open his 
treaſures, and he ſuffered me to take 
s out of them four camel-loads of 
pieces of gold; he appointed me a 
number of the officers of his-houſe- 
hold to ſerve me, and gave me an hun- 
dred men ont of his guards to eſcort 
* me. 

I ſet out then for Bagdad, from 
Mouſel, with this numerous retinue: 
for ſome days we met with no acci- 
« dents on our way; but one night, 
< whilewe flept all in a meadow where 
we encamped, we were attacked ſo 
« rudely, and by ſo numerous a band 
of Bedouin Arabians, that the great- 
« eſt part of my men were maſſacred be- 
© foreI was even ſenſible of the danger 
© that ſurrounded me. I put myſelf 
into a poſture of defence with the few 
remaining ſoldiers and officers of my 
« father's houſhold: we charged upon 
© the Bedouins fo brifkly, that we flew 
© above three hundred of them. The 
* day-light being now returned, the 
© Brigands, who incloſed us round, 
© aſhamed and enraged at ſo obſtinate a 
© reſiſtance from ſuch a handful of men, 
* redoubled their efforts: in vain did we 
© fight like men who were deſperate, for 
in the end they overpowered us. Ne- 
* ceſſitated, therefore, to yield to their 
© ſuperior force, they took from us our 
arms and our cloaths; and, inſtead of 
© reſerving us for ſlavery, or letting us 
© gofor wretches whoſe deplorable con- 
dition alone was a ſufficient puniſh- 
© ment, they reſolved to avenge the 
« death of their companions upon us: 
© they were ſo baſe and ſo barbarous as 
to hew in pieces men whom they had 
© left deſtitute of all means of er 
My vchole retinue periſhed; and Iany- 
© ſelf was going to ſhare their deſtiny; 
* when, making myſelf known to the 
* robbers—< Hold, raſh men!“ ſaid I to 
them; * reſpe& the blood of kings; I 
e am Prince Fadlallah, the only fon of 
«© Bin-Ortock King of Mouſel, and 
* heir to his dominions!”—© I am 
very glad,” replies then the captain 
of the Bedouins, “ to learn who you 
are: we have long borne a mortal 
* hatred to your father; he kas hanged 
up ſeveral of our companions who 
have fallen into his hands; now we 
s ſhalt take repriſals upon you! 

In effect, he ordered me to be bound; 
and the robbers, when they had ſeized 
# upon my baggage, took me with them 
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to the foot of a mountain between 
two foreſts, where they had pitched 
an infinite number of little grey tents: 
this was their retreat. They carried 
me into their captain's tent, which 
Rood in the centre and roſe in height 
above the others: I was kept there one 
whole day, after which they tied me 
to a tree; there, expecting my life, 
-which was hardly yet in it's prime, to 
wear away by a lingering death, 1 
had the diſpleaſure to fee myſelf con- 
tinually ſurrounded by thoſe villains, 
who took a pleaſure to inſult me, and 
to gall me with their rude mockeries,* 


MEE 8 


DAY XI 


* "ED now, having long continued 
* mthis poſture, the laſt moments 
of my life drew on apace, vhen a ſcout 
came with intelligence to the captain 
of the Bedouins, that there was a good 
booty for him about {even leagues 
from thence; that a conſiderable ca- 
ravan was to encamp the next night 
in a certain place, which he named: 
the chief immediately gave orders to 
his companions to prepare fora march, 
which they didin a little time. They 
all mounted their horſes, and left me 
behind in their retreat, not doubtin 
but at their return they ſhould find 
me expired: but Heaven, who fruſ- 
trates and diſappeints the counſels of 
men when they are not agreeable to 
his Eternal Wiſdom, had determined 
to prolong my life. The wife of the 
captain of the banditti had compaſſton 
on me; ſhe came by night to the tree 
© againit which I was bound, and ſaid 
to me, © Young man, I am touched 
ce with your ſufferings, and would fain 
* deliver you from the danger you are 
&« in: but, fnould I unbmd you and ſet 
& you at liberty, kave you yet ſtrength 
© remaining ſufficient to make your 
© eſcape?” “ I have!” anſwered I: 
« that Providence which has inſpired 
« you with theſe charitable inclina- 
& tions, will ſupply me with ſtrength 
to eſcape. This woman diſengaged 
me from my bonds; gave me an old 
© caffetan of her huſband's, witk three 
© loaves; then, fhewing me à path, 
« Go your way, ſaid fe; © follow 
« that track, and it brings you to a 
4 place inhabited.“ I thanked my 
«_ deliyerer, and marched all the night, 
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4 treading in the path which ſhe had 
pointed out to me. . 
In the morning, at ſome diſtance be- 
fore me, I could perceive a man driv- 
< ing onwards a horſe loaded with two 
great packs: I made up to him; and, 
« when I had told him that I was an 
< unfortunate ſtranger; who had loſt 
his way, and knew nothing of the 
© country, I aſked him whither he was 
going. I am travelling,” replies 
4 _ © to Bagdad, to ſell theſe goods, 
4 and hope to arrive there in two days 
«© more. I accompanied this man, 
and never quitted him till I came to 
© the entrance into this great city: he 
s went where his affairs called him; 
and I retired ipto a moſque, where I 
< ſtaid two days and two nights. I had 
no great inclination to go out from 
4 thence, becauſe I feared to meet ſome 
of the inhabitants of Mouſel who 
might know me. I was ſo much 
„ aſhamed of the condition I was re- 
£ duced to, that, far from deſiring to 
make it known to others, I would fain 
have concealed it even from myſelf: 
the ſharpneſs of a hunger, never- 
* theleſs, in ſome meaſure overcame my 
© modeſty; or, rather, I was forced to 
yield to the force of neceſſity, which 
js not to be reſiſted; therefore I came 
to the reſolution of begging my bread 
* ti] I could find out ſome better ex- 
s pedient. | 

© Iplanted myſelf before a great houſe 
© under one of the lower windows, and 
* aſked for an alms in a loud voice. In 
£ an inſtant; there came an old ſhe-ſlave 


4 avith a loaf in her hand to relieve me: 


s as I came forward to receive it, the 
* wind, as it happened, blew the cur- 
© tain of the window aſide, and diſco- 
© yered to me a young lady in the hall 
© of a moſt ſurprizing beauty: her 


« brightneſs dazzled my eyes, and flahh-_ 


ed upon my ſenſes like lightning. I 
received. the bread, not knowing what 
I did, and remained immoveable be- 
£ fore the old woman, without ſo much 
* as returning my thanks for her cha- 


' © rity. I was in ſo great a ſurprize and 


s diforder, and ſo ſmitten with love, 
© that doubtleſs ſhe muſt take me for 
£ ſome wretch devoid of underſtanding. 
< 'She retired, and left me in the ſtreet 
£ with my eyes vainly bent upon the 
© curtain; for the wind raiſed it now no 
more: however, I paſſed the remain - 


s der of the day there, expecting a ſe - 
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8 eee When I faw 
© thenight approach, I bethought my- 
« ſelf of — but, — 1 l 
from this houſe, I aſked an old man, as 
© he paſſed, whether he knew to whom 
© 1tbelonged. © It is, ſays he, „the 
* houſe of Signior Mouaffack, the ſon 
e of Adbaack: he is a perſon of qua- 
4% lity, a man of honour, and remarka- 
6 bly rich. It is not long ſince he was 
« governor of this city; but he hap- 
<< pened to have aquarrel with the cady, 
© who found means to diſgrace him 
with the caliph, and to have his go- 
% vernment taken from him.“ 
I went on, penſive and muſing up- 
on my adventure, till I found that T 
was inſenſibly got without the city; 
ſo that I went over into a great field of 
burial, and reſolved to paſs the night 
there. I eat my loaf with little or no 
appetite, though naturally I might 
expect to have been hungry: then T 
laid myſelf down near a ſepulchre, 
with my head inclined againſt a heap 
of bricks. I found no ſmall difficulty 
to bring myſelf to ſleep: the daughter 
of Mouaffack made a terrible havock 
within me; her charming image fired 
my imagination; and, beſides, the 
diet I had ſubſiſted upon was in it's 
-nature too dry and void of juice to 
procure me eaſy flumbers from it's 
vapours. But, notwithſtanding the 
ideas which had taken poſſeſſion of my 
mind, I flumbered a little; when, on 
the ſudden, I was difturbed by a great 
noiſe from within the ſepulchre* 
DAY L. 
. . RRIFIE D with this uproar, 
not knowing from what cauſe 
© it might proceed, I ſtarted up to make 
my eſcape, and fly far from this field 
of burial; when two men, who were 
© at the entrance to the ſepulchre, per- 
« celving me, laid hold on me, demand- 
4 ing who I was, and what was my buſt. 
« neſs there. Iam, ſaid Ito them, an 
« unhappy ſtranger, whom fortune has 
« reduced to ſubſiſt upon alms; and T 
6* came to paſs the night here, becaufe 
J have no lodging within the city. 
* Since thou art a beggar,” ſays one 
© of them to me, thank Heaven that 
c“ thou haſt met with us! We will feaſt 
te thee e e chear. This ſaid, 


they forced me into the * 
| s where 
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« where four of their comrades were 
'© junketing upon dates and huge tur- 
« neps, and quaffing out of large flag- 
© cons of brandy. k 

© They preſſed me to fit down with 
them to a long ſtone, which ſerved for 
a table, and 1 was obliged to eat and 
to drink in complaiſance. I imme- 
diately ſuſpected them for thieves and 
robbers, as they were; and their con- 
verſation ſoon confirmed me in my 
ſurmiſes, They began to talk over 
a conſiderable robbery which they had 
executed that night; and, taking it 
for granted that I ſhould be glad to 
lik myfelf into their band, they pro- 
poſed it to me. This threw me into 
no ſmall perplexity; for you may very 
well imagine that I had not the leaſt in- 
clination to aſſociate myſelf with ſuch 
companions; and yetI was very much 
afraid to provoke them by refuſing 
their offer: I was therefore utterly at 
a loſs what anſwer to make then; 
when, happily for me, an accident 
arrived in due time to diſengage me 
from the difficulty I laboured under, 
The cady's lieutenant, attended by 
twenty or thirty aſas well armed, en- 
tered the ſepulchre, ſeized the robbers 
and me, and carried us all to priſon, 
where we were kept that night. The 
next day the cady himſelf came to ex- 
amine the priſoners: the robbers, ſce- 
ing it was in vain to deny it, confeſſed 
their crime. Then I told the judge 
how I happened to fall into their com- 
pany; and they giving teſtimony to 
the truth of what I ſaid, I was {ct 
apart from them. The cady had a 
mind, for his farther ſatisfaction, to 
interrogate me in private before he ſet 
me at liberty; he came therefore to 
me, and aſked what brought me into 
that burying-place where Iwas taken, 
and how I employed my time at Bag- 
dad: in a word, he put a thouſand 
queſtions to me, to which I anſwered 
with a great deal of ſincerity, fave 
only that I did not diſcover my birth 
to him. Above all, I took care to 
give him a very punctual account of 
all my actions; and even told him 
that, the day before, ſtanding under 
a window of Mouaffack's houſe to 
aſk charity, I had by mere accident 
ſeen a young lady who had charmed 
me 
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© after which he looked thoughtful a 
few minutes; then, aſſuming a chear- 
© ful countenance, he ſaid to me 
«© Young man, it will be your own 
«« fault if you do not poſſeſs the lady 
«© you faw yeſterday: the mult doubt - 
6 leſs be the daughter of Mouaffack; 
c for I am told he has one of an ex- 
« traordinary beauty. Though thou 
“ wert the laſt of mankind, Iwill en- 
gage to procure thee the accompliſh- 
ment of thy wiſhes. Leave it only to 
% me; I go this inſtant about mak- 
© ing thy fortune.” I returned him 
© my thanks, without being able as yet 
to penetrate into the dehgn he was 
© forming; and I followed the aga of 
© his black eunuchs, who by his or- 
ders took me out of the priſon, and 
carried me to the hammam.  - 

While I was there, the judge ſent 
two chaoux to Mouaffack, toacquanit 
him that he defired to ſpeak with him 
about an affair of the greateſt conſe- 
quence. Mouaffack came along with 
the chaoux. As ſoon as the cady per- 
ceived him, he went out to meet him; 
he ſaluted bim, and embraced him 
ſeveral times. Mouaffack was greatly 
aſtoniſhed at this reception.“ Whence 
* can it proceed, thought he to him 
« felf, © that the cady, my ſwornenemy, 
is this day fo full of his civilities to 
«© me? He muſt propoſe ſome end by 
« t!''D << Signior Monaftack,”” ſays 


the judge to him; ** Heaven, it ſeems, 


«© will not have us two live in enmity 
any longer; it offers now an occaſion 
© tous of reconciling that hatred which 
© has for ſome years divided-our fa- 
% milies. The Prince of Baſra arrived 
« Jatt night in Bagdad, and is come to 
& lodge in my houſe: he fat out from 
« Bajra without taking leave of tlie 
King his father. He has heard much 
« talk of your daughter; and, from the 
account that has been given him of 
«« her, he is fo much in love with her 
© that he intends to demund her of 
vou in marriage: he has a mind that 
* this union ſhould be brought to a con- 
„ cluſion by my interpoſition; which is 


* fo much the more agreeable to me, 
„ nas it will bea means toreconcile our 


differences. — * Tt is an amazing 
„ thing to me,” replies Mouaffack, 
that the Prince of Baſra ſhould think 
© of honouring me ſo far as to purpoſe 
% marrymg my daughter Zemroude; 
% and that you, of all men, ſhould be 
« pitched 
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4c pitched. upon to be the meſſenger of 
& this news; you who have always been 
< fo induſtrious to my prejudice! 
I beſeech you, Signior Mouaffack, 
rejoins the cady, & ſay no more of 
% what has paſſed: let us forget, I in- 
4 treat you, the injuries that have re- 
c eiprocally ariſen on both ſides; and, 
4 in remembrance of the advantageous 
«© alliance which is in a manner already 
* begun between your daughter and the 
% Prinee of Baſra, let us finiſh our re- 
% maining days in a perfect good un- 
% derſtanding the one with the other. 


- © The diſpoſition of Movaffack was 


© naturally as good and gentle as that 
of the judge was miſchievous and per- 
© verſe: he ſuffered himſelf to be im- 
* poſed npon by the falſe appearances 
* of friendſhip which his enemy gave 
© him; he ſtifled all his reſentments that 


© miſtant, and gave himſelf up, without 


the leaſt diſtruſt, to the treacherous 
© caxefſes of the cady. They were in the 


action of embracing each other, and 


4 fwearing an inviolable friendſhip, 
© when I entered the room, where I 
© was conducted by the aga. Upon 
© my coming out of the bath, he gave 
me a coftly robe to put on, with a tur- 
ban of Indian muſlin, fringed at the 
ends with gold, which hung down to 
my ears. Great prince!”” ſays the 
cady to me, as ſoon as he faw me en- 
ter, © bleſſings attend your footſteps 


£ and your arrival to Bagdad, ſince 


you have been pleaſed to lodge under 
my roof! How ſhall my tongue be 


able to expreſs my acknowledgments 


* for ſo great an honour? Behold there 
the Signior Mouaffack, whom I have 
« informed in the buſineſs of your 
journey to this city. He conſents to 
give you his daughter, who is beau - 
tiful as a ſtar, that you may make 
her your lawful wife.” Then Mou- 
© affack made me a profound reverence, 
© and ſaid to me, O ſon of the great 
« king! Iam confounded with the ho- 
4c nour you deſign my daughter: fhe 
« would think herſelf happy in ſerving 
« as a ſlave to one of the princeſſes of 
14 your ſeraglio!“ | 
< Tudge, all of you, how I mutt be aſto- 
© niſhed with theſe ſpeeches! however, 
© not knowing what to reply, I ſaluted 
* Mouaffack in ſilence. The cady, ſee- 
© ing I was confounded, and fearing 1 
might make ſome anſwer that would 
ruin his project, loſt no time to renew 
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the diſcourſe himſelf. It would by 
& more to your mutual ſatis faction,“ 
© faid he, if the contract of marriage 
« werethis inſtant per formed in the pre- 
« ſence of creditable witneſſes. Hav- | 
ing ſpoke ſo, he ordered his aga to go 
« for witnefles; and, in the mean tune, 
he drew up the contract. 


DAY II. 
VN HEN thenga had brought in 


© hiswitneſſes, the contract was 
read to them, which I ſigned; Mous 
affack likewiſe figned it, and after- 
wards the cady, who put the finiſhing 
hand to it: then the judge ſent away 
the witneſſes, and ſaid to Mouaffack— 
You know the affairs of the great are 
not to be tranſacted like thoſe of in- 
fcrior perſons: ſecreſy and diligence 
are requiſite. Conduct the prince to 
our houſe; he is now your ſon-in- 
aw: give ſpeedy orders for the con- 
ſummation of the marriage; and ſee 
that every thing be done as it ſhould 
ve.” | 
© I took my leave of the cady with 
Mouaffack When we came to the 
door we ſaw two fine mules, rich] 
trapped, ſtanding before the gate; 
and the judge entreated us, with a 
great deal of ceremony, to mount 
them. Mouaffack carried me home 
with him: when we came within the 
court, he alighted firſt from his mule, 
and with a very reſpectful air came 
up to hold my ſtirrup, which I was 
obliged, againſt my will, to comply 
with. In the next place, he took me 
by the hand, and led me up into his 
daughter's apartment; where he left 
me with her alone, when he had firft 
jos 1102 her with what paſſed at the 
cady's houſe, 
© Zemroude, taking it for granted 
that ker father had concluded a match 
for her with the Prince of Baſra, re- 
ceived me as a huſband that would 
one day raiſe her to a throne; and J, 
the moſt contented, and the moſt ena- 
moured of men, paſſed the live-long 
day at the feet of this young lady, 
endeavouring, by the utmoſt complat- 
ſance and tenderneſs of manners, to 
recommend myſelf a little to her af- 
fections. I ſoon perceived that my 
time and pains were not employed 
to no purpoſe; and that my youth, 
| * ang 
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of his relations. 


and the earneſtneſs of my love, made 
ſome impreſſions upon her. How 
happy was I, when I made this diſ- 
covery! I redoubled my care to pleaſe z 
and I had the ſatisfaction to remark. 
that from time to time I grew upon 
her inclinations. In the mean time, 
Mouaffack was wholly taken up in 
preparing a magnificent entertain- 
ment for his daughter's wedding, to 
which he had invited a great number 
The bride appear- 
ed there in the fulneſs of beauty, and 
ſurpaſſed even the Houries in luſtre: 
the paſſion with which I had inſpired 
her ſeemed to give an additional grace 
to her charms. 

© The banquet was followed by mu- 
fick and dancing. This was per- 
formed by a choſen ſet of ſlaves, who 
danced and ſung, and played upon 
all kinds of inſtruments. While the 
company were all intent upon their 
motions and their muſick, I could 
perceive the bride withdraw with her 
mother. In a little time after, Mou- 
affack came in; and, taking me by the 
hand, led me to a very handſome a- 
partment. Weentered achamber very 


richly furniſhed, where there ſtood a 


large bed of gold brocade,roundwhich 


were lighted up perfumed tapers in 
candleſtieks of ſilver: Zemroude, who 


was undreſſed by her mother and two 


ſlaves, was newly laid in the bed. 
Mouaffack, his wife, and the ſlaves, 
retired, and left me in the chamber; 
when, lifting up my heart in thanks 
to Heaven for my great good fortune, 


I put off my cloaths, and placed my- 
ſel 


f in the bed cloſe by the perſon 
whom I loved beyond my life. 


© Farly in the morning I hear a 


knocking at the door of my chamber: 
I riſe; and, opening the door, whom 
ſhould I ſee but the black aga, with 
a great bundle under his arm! I ima- 
gined that he came from the cady to 
my wife and me, with a preſent of 
two princely robes; but I was de- 
ceived. © You fortune-hunter!”” ſays 
the negro to me with an air of rail- 
lery, “ the cady preſents his ſervices 
to you, and defires you will be pleaſed 
to ſend him back the dreſs which he 
lent you yeſterday to perſonate the 
Prince of Baſra: I have brought you 
here your old tattered equipage; you 
may now appear like yourſelf. I 


was ſuthciently ſurprized with the 


A aA K a a a, A 


A GAA K GAA AA A A «A «6 
R W KR KM NG a a a ca M & «1 


cc 
0 
0 
c 
* 


46 
cc 


RK a 1A 6A G Aa KR a a M K a +a Ao 


60 
10 


PERSIAN TALES. 87 


compliment, and ſoon ſaw t 


the whole malice of the cady; Tre- 


turned into the hands of the aga his 
maker's turban and his robe, and put 


on my old thread-bare caffetan, which 


was full of rents. Zemroude over- 
heard part of the negro's diſcourſe; 
and, ſeeing me fo miſerably cloathed— 
Oh, Heaven!*cries the, ©* what means 
this alteration in you? and what is it 
that man has been ſaying to you? 
Madam,” anſwers I, © the cady is 
a great villain! but he is entrapped 
in his own malice; he thinks he has 
given you ſome wretch, born and 
bred in obſcurity, for a huſband; 
and the perſon you are married to is 
a prince. I am not inferior to that 
huſband whoſe hand you ſeemed to 
receive: the Prince of Baſra holds 
no rank above that to which I am 
entitled; I am the king of Mouſel's 
only ſon, heir to the great Bin- Or- 
tock; Fadlallah is my name!“ Then I 
proceeded to give her an account of 
all my adventures, without conceal- 
ing the ſmalleſt circumſtance, When 
I had made an end of my ſtory My 
prince,“ ſaid ſhe, though you were 
not the ſon of a great king, I ſhould 
not love you the leſs; and I do aſ- 
ſure you, if I am pleaſed to hear of 
your high birth, it is only in conſi- 
deration of my father, who 1s much 
fonder of titles than I am: all the 
ambition of my heart is to be poſ- 
ſeſſed of a huſband who can confine 
his love to me alone, and who wilt 
never torture me with a rival in his 
affections.“ 
I made her the moſt folemn pro- 
teſtations, that while I lived I would 
love but her alone; and ſhe was tranſ- 
ported with the aſſurances I gave her. 
She called one of her women, and or- 
dered her to go with all diligence 
and ſecreſy to a merchant's, and buy 
a man's apparel ready-made, of the 
richeſt ſort, The ſlave who was in- 
truſted with this commiſſion acquit- 
ted herſelf of it with addreſs: ſhe ſoon 
returned, and brought witk her a 
princely robe and veſt 
of Indian muſlin as fine as the other; 
ſo that in a few minutes I found my- 
felf attired in greater magnificence 
than before. Well, Sir,” ſays Zem- 
roude then to me; ** think you the 
cady will have great reaſon to tri- 
umph in his exploits? He thought 
f 41 to 
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to bring diſgrace upon my fami- 


„ ly, and he has done honour to it 
* for ever: he flatters himſelf, no 


doubt of it, that we are at this pre- 
« ſent time overwhelmed with ſhame 


*« and ſorrow; how ſevere, then, will be 


"© the pangs of his remorſe, when he 
s ſhall come to know how great a be- 
* nefactor he has been to his enemies? 


1 But, before you diſcloſe to him who 


- 


* you are, we muſt contrive to puniſh 
. him for the wickedneſs of his inten- 
= tions. Be that my buſineſs: I know 
en there is a dyer in this city who has a 
& moſt frightful daughter—but I will 
= ſay no more of it, adds ſhe, ** cor- 
** refing herſelf; I will not have you 
< loſe the pleaſure of the ſurprize. Let 
«* jt ſatisfy you to know, that I medi- 
tate a revenge that ſhall wound the 
* cady to the very foul, and make him 
© the jeſt and laughter of the court and 
„city. 


DAY III. 


1 1 Thought this magiſtrate ſufficient- 
© & © ly puniſhed in making me ſon- 
in · law to Movaffack; and was of opi- 
nion he ſhould be no otherwiſe per- 
© ſecuted than by diſcovering to him 
© my quality; but Zemroude was bent 
* upon thoughts of farther vengeance, 
" You know the nature of women; ſhe 
© would have taken it unkindly had I 


* ſeemed to croſs her inclinations : ſhe. 


© dreſſed herſelf in a very plain, but 
4 neat apparel; then, covering her face 
© with a very: thick veil, ſhe begged 
4. I would give her leave to go abroad. 
* Accordingly ſhe had my leave; ſhe 
© went out unaccompanied, and took 
the readieft way to the cady's houſe: 
© there ſhe placed herſelf, ſtanding in a 
corner of the hall in which this judge 
© gave audienceto all perſons that came 
© beforechim, as well Muſſulmen as In- 
© fidels. 

© He no ſooner happened to caſt his 
eye upon her, but he was taken with 


© the ſtatelineſs of her preſence; he 
4% manner? Have I any aukward geſ- 


© ſent an officer to her, to enquire who 
© ſhe was, and what the came about. 
«© She made anſwer, that ſhe was the 
© daughter of an artiſan of the city, and 
© that ſhe deſired to have a little diſ- 
© eourſe withthe cady in private, When 


© the officer brought back this anſwer, 
© the cady, who was an admirer of the 


* fair -ſex, made a ſign to Zemroude to 
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© come forward, and directed her into a 
© cloſet which lay on one hand of his 
© tribunal. She obeyed, bowing her 
© head low as ſhe paſſed: ſhe ſat upon 
© a ſofa, andlifted her veil. The cady 
© immediately followed her; placed 
© himſclf by her; and was ſmitten with 
© her beauty, © Well, my fair-onet 
© ſays he, what can I do to ſerve 
% you?” -“ Sir,“ replies ſhe, you, 
«© who have the power to put the laws 


e in force, and who diſtribute juſtice to . 


& the poor as well as to the rich; give 
« ear, I beſeech you, to my complaints, 
& and have compaſſion upon my ſor- 
&« rowfulcondition!-—** Let me know 
«© your grievance, then,“ rejoins the 
© cady, fired with her charms; © I 
« ſwear by my head, and by my eyes, 
& that I will ſtrain my power to the 
„ utmoſt in your behalf!“ 

© 'Then Zemroude took her vei} quite 
© off, and diſplaying to the judge her 
© lovely hair of an amber colour, which 
* wavedinringlets downherſhoulders— 
« Conſider, Sir,” ſaid ſhe to him, ** how 
« you like theſe treſſes: examine my 
“ features, and the whole turn of my 
« face, I entreat you, and tell me what 
& you think. The cady encouraged 
© by theſe ſpeeches, ioon broke ſilence, 
and expreſſed his raptures by words. 
«© By the ſacrifice of Mount Arafate, 
© cries he, “ I fee no blemiſh in you! 
« your forchead is like a plate of po- 

liſhed filver; vour brows reſemble 
« two ſpacious arches; your cheeks are 
*« roſes; your eyes ſparkle beyond dia- 
«© monds; and your mouth is a ruby- 
«© caſket, that holds a bracelet of 
& pearls!” . | | 

The daughter of Mouaffack ſtopped 
© not here: ſhe raiſed herſelf up Fm 
© the ſofa, and took fome ſteps about 
© the cloſet, giving herſelf all the 
« graceful motions ſhe was miſtreſs of. 
«© Regard my ſhape, Sir,” ſaid ſhe; 
«© obſerve me well. Do you ſee the leaſt 
« difproportion in me? Am I not of a 
& free and eafy make? Do you per- 
& ceive any thing conftrained in my 


& tures? Do I not tread as you could 
© with?” J am charmed, replies 
© the judge, © with your whole per- 
“ fon: I have never ſeen any thing fo 
* compleat as you.” —“ And what 
& ſay you tomy arms,” ſaid ſhe, bar- 
© ing them as ſhe ſpoke; “ are they 


«* not white, and plump and round? 


— (6 Ah, 


* 


CY 


„ Ab, inhuman!“ interrupts the cady, 
© enflamed with deſite; © you torture 
«© me; you kill me outright! If you have 
te any more to ſay, ſpeak ſuddenly; for 
ce my reaſon begins to fail, and I am 


&© not able longer to ſupport your 


4 charms!” 

c You muſt know, then, Sir,” re- 
« joins Zemroude, that with all this 
<« profuſion of beauty whichHeaven has 
c ſhowered upon me, I live ſecluded in 
© 2 houſe, where not only no men, but 
«© even no women, are ſuffered to enter, 
© whoſe converſation can give me the 
c leaſt relief: not but that there have 
ce been ſeveral matches propoſed for me; 
«© and I might have been married long 
© ago, were not my father ſo inhuman 
<« as to refufe me to all that come to 
ce treat with him. To one he ſays that 
« Tama ſkeleton, mere ſkinand bones; 
© to another, that I am blown up with 
ce fat; to a third, that I am lame of a 
c leg or an arm; to a fourth, that I am 
© achangeling: ſometimes he gives out 
«© thatI am dropſical; and at others, that 
© Jamover-run with all manner of foul 
« diſtempers. In one word, he has re- 
«« prefented me as a creature to be avoid- 
ed by all mankind; and has in effect 
eried me down ſo much, that I paſs 
«« for the very diſgrace of human na- 
ture; ſo that I am no longer ſought 
« after, but ſtand condemned to live and 
die a maid. Cloſing her ſpeech here, 
© ſhe made a ſhew of weeping; and act- 


ed her part ſo artfully, that the judge 


© believed her to be in earneſt, . O 


e barbarous father! cries he, how 


can you have the heart to deal ſo in- 
% humanly by ſo amiable a daughter ? 
©* Andwould you have this fair tree bear 


„ no fruit? It muſt not be: I never can 


«© give my conſent it ſhould be fo !— 
What then, purſues he, can be the 
<< defign of your father? Speak, my an- 
© gel! why will he not give you in mar- 
<* riage?” “ Alas, Sir! howſhould I 
«« know?” replies Zemroude, redou- 
bling her counterfeit tears; © I can- 
not tel} what his intentions are: be 
they what they will, Ion to you, that 
my patience is quite tired out. I have 
this day found an opportunity to get 
out of my — bowls by ſtealth; 


I have made my eſcape to come and 


<< throw myſelf into your arms, and to 
implore your aſſiſtance. Havepity up- 
ou me ten, Sir, and interpoſe with 
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your authority, that I may have juſ- 
«« ticedone me; or I cannot promiſe but 
«© I may grow deſperate and weary of 
4 lik £ ſhall pierce my heart with my 
© own dagger, as the only expedient to 
% put an end to my miſeries. 


DAT LI. 


« FF EMROUDE melted down the 

© heart of the cady by theſe laſt 
words ſhe ſpoke. No, no, ſaid he, 
6 you ſhall not die; “ neither ſhall you 
« waſte your bloom of youth in- ſighs 
* and tears. You ſhall have it in your 
© choice to come out of this ſhadow of 
© obſcurity that conceals your per- 
«© fections, and to be made this very day 
the wife of the Cady of Bagdad. 
« Yes, fairreſemblance of the Houries, 
© I am prepared to wed you, if you 


give your conſent.“ “ Sir, an- 


«- ſwers the lady, ** though you were 
not a perſon of the higheſt rank in 
ce this city, you are ſo agreeable in my 
« eyes, that I ſhoald be inclined but 
«© too eaſily to give you my hand; but 
6e] fear you will find it difficult to gain 
my father's conſent, notwithſtandin 
cc the great honour he will receive from- 
6 ſuch an alliance,” | 

« Never give yourſelf any diſquiet 
c as to that, rejoins the judge; I 
c will anſwer for the ſucceſs. Do you 
c only tell me your father's name, his 
66 e and the ſtreet wherein he 


* 


ves.” —““ His name, replies Zem-» 
roude, “ is Ouſta Omar; he is a dyer, 
and he lives upon the eaſt-key of the 
«© Degela, at the ſign of the Palm 
6 Tree. —“ That will ſuffice, ſays: 
© the cady. Now you may return 
© to your home; I give you my word 
«« you will ſoon hear farther from me. 
Then the lady, looking kindly upon 
the judge, veiled her Row, went out 
from the cloſet, and returned directly 
to me. She gave me a full account of 
the particulars that paſſed in the con · 
verſation between them. She was ſo 
tranſported with her ſucceſs, that ſhe 
could not refrain from expreſſing the 
joy of her heart. We ſhall be am- 
% ply avenged,” ſays ſhe to me: ( our 
«© enemy, who thinks to make us ri- 
«© diculous amongſt the people, will 
«© himſclf become the jeſt of the pub- - 
7 REES, 1 4 : lick,” 
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& lick.“ Accordingly, Zemroude had 
© no ſooner left this magiſtrate, than he 
4 diſpatehed an officer to Ouſta Omar, 
© who happened at that time to be at 
© home. © You muſt go along with 
«« me,” ſays the officer to him, to 
6e fpeak with the cady ; he has ſome- 
«thing to ſay to you, and has ordered 
« me to bring you before him. The 
« dyer turned pale at theſe words: he 


© apprehended that ſome complaint had 


© been made of him to the judge, which 
© occaſioned his being ſent for; ſo that 


© he followed the o cer in no ſmall. 


« diſquiet. 5 | 

As ſoon as he was brought before 
the cady, he took him into the ſame 
cloſet in which he had diſcourſed with 
Zemroude, and made him fit down 
upon the ſame ſofa. The poor man 
was fo confounded with the honour 
- which was done him, that he was ut- 
© terly at a loſs how to behave himſelf. 
« Friend Omar,” ſays the cady to him, 


« T am very glad to ſee you. I have 
6 


© always heard a good character of you. 
« Fou have the +. oy of being a 


© man of a good life and converſation. 


© I am told that you perform regularly 
« your five prayers every day, and that 


you never fail to be preſent at the 
Friday ſervice in the great moſque. 
« Beſides this, I know you never eat 


„ any ſwine's fleſh; that you drink no 
« wine nor date-brandy ; and, finally, 


« that one of your ſervants reads in the 
, Aleoran to you-all the time you are 


« at work. Tt is very true, my 


« lord,“ anſwers the dyer. More- 
over, I can fay by heart above four 


« thouſand hadits; and I am prepar- 


« ing myſelf fora pilgrimage in a ſhort 


« time to Mecca,” “ J proteſt to 
you,“ rejoins. the judge, I am 


« highly pleaſed with the account you 
« give of yourſelf; for T am a paſſionate 


« lover of all good muſſulmen. Iam 
« informed, likewiſe, that you have be- 
« hind the curtain of chaſtity a daugh- 
« ter ripe for marriage: is it not true? 

Great judge,” replies Ouſta Omar, 
% whoſe palace is a port of refuge and 
c« thelter to the «nk; 


© have a daughter who is, indeed, full 
86 e a huſband, for ſhe is turn- 


« ed of thirty: but the poor creature is 


«© not fit to be a wife tap e She 


« is yery ugly, or rather frightful; ſhe 


ortunate who are 
« toſſed in the tempeſts of this world, 
“ you have been rightly informed. I 


— 


46 js lame; ſhe is leprous; ſhe is fooliſh: 
© in a word, ſheis a monſter, which I 
&«& think myſelf obliged to hide from all 
% men.”— Away!” ſays the cady, 
© ſmiling; you cannot impoſe upon 
&. me, Friend Omar. I knew, before- 
% hand, in what manner you would (et 
64 off your daughter; I expeRted it from 
« you. Butknow, my friend, that this 

4 rous, this fooliſh, this lame, this 
« frightful, this monſter of a virgin 
jn ſpite of all her defects, is moſt 
© paſſionately beloved by a man who 
« wiſhes to marry her; and that man 
« am I!” | | 

© Upon this the dyer, looking the 
judge full in the face, ſaid to him 
My lord the cady has a mind, I fee, 
eto divert himſelt; and he may do it: 
« he may make a jeſt of my daughter 
«© as much as he pleaſes.— “ No, no, 
© anſwers the cady, I am ſerious, I 
«© am enamoured with your daughter; 
c and I demand her of you.” At 
© theſe words the dyer burſt into a fit 
© of laughter. By ourprophet,” cries 
© he, ** ſome one has a deſign to impoſe 
© upon you! for I forewarn you, Sir, 
ce that my daughter wants an arm and 
“ a leg; that the is dropſical 
« True, interrupts the judge; * the 
© very ſame; I know her by thoſe to- 
% kens. Llikethoſe kinds of women: 
« it is my fancy. — “ Once more, 
« rejoins the dyer, © ſhe is not for your 
« purpoſe. She goes by the name of 
©« Cayfacattaddahri; and, I do aſſure 
“ you, the deſerves the name.” E- 
% nough, enough?” ſays the cady, in 
© ahaſty, imperious tone; ** you tire me 
« with your repetitions, I tell you, 
&« once for all, friend Omar, you ſhall 
& beſtow: upon me this Cayfacattad - 
4 dahri, ſuch as ſhe is; and I will ad- 
«© mit of no farther reply.“ 

The dyer ſeeing him determined to 
< eſpouſe his daughter, and believin 
firmly now that ſome one had abuſe 
© him into a paſſion for her by falſe re - 
© preſentations, reaſoned thus with him 
«© ſelf: I muſt require an unreaſonable 
© Schirbeha from him. A round ſum 
« of money may diſguſt him to my 
ce daughter, and he will ceaſe to trouble 
«© me any farther about her. My 
& lord,” ſays he, (I am ready toobey 
ce your commands: but I will not part 
« with Cay facattaddahri, unleſs you 
« pay me down beforehand a dowry 
« of a thouſand ſequins of gold.“ 

« Your 


* 


e Vour demands, methinks, run high, 
« ſays the cady; but it matters not; 
« I ſhall pay it this inſtant.”  Here- 
upon he called fora bag of ſequins, and 
© counted out a thouſand. They were 
* weighed,and thedyer took them. Then 
the judge ordered the contract to be 
drawn up; but, when it came to be ſign - 
ed, the artizan proteſted that he would 
© not ſign but in the preſence of a hun- 
« dred men of the law. Thou art very 
4 diſtruſtful,” ſaid the cady to him: 
4 hut let it paſs; I will comply in every 
d thing; for I am reſolved to make ſure 
ec of thy daughter. He ſent imme- 
© diately for doors, alfaquirs, moul- 
© las; Go men of the moſque, as well 
© as thoſe belonging to the courts of 


. PERSIAN. TALES. 


© juſtice; and there came a number ex- 


* ceeding what the dyer inſiſted upon. 


DAY LIV. 


| HEN the witneſſes were all 
© aſſembled at the cady's, 
Ouſta Omar began, and ſpoke thus: 
6“ Signior Cady,” {aid he,“ Lye you 
« my daughter to be your lawful wife, 
« fince it is your abſolute pleaſure I 
ſhould comply: but I declare, in the 
preſence of theſe honourable wit - 
neſſes, that I do it upon condition, 


* 


liking when you have ſeen her, and 
you ſhould have a mind to divorce 
her, then you ſhall oblige yourſelf 
to give her a thouſand ſequins of 
old, ſuch as I have already received 
— ou. Agreed! I oblige 
— x to it by my oath, and 1 call 
© this whole aflembly to be my wit- 
© neſſes. Art thou now ſatisfied? 
The dyer replied, © I am!” then went 
* his way, ſaying, that he would go 
and ſend him the bride. 
As ſoon as Omar was gone, the aſ- 
* ſembly broke up, and the cady re- 
© mained alone in his own houſe. He 
had been two years married to the 
daughter of a merchant of Bagdad, 
* with whom he had lived hitherto in a 
© good intelligence. When this wife 
of his heard that he was preparing for 


that if ſhe ſhould not prove to your 
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te careſſes of a young and faithful wife 
% have not the force to fix you to 
conſtancy, I am ready to give up 
my place to my rival, and to retire to 
my own family. Repudiateme, re- 
turn my dowry, and you ſhall never 
ſee. me more. “ I am glad you 
have prevented me, anſwers the 
judge; © for I was in ſome pain how 
© to acquaint you with my new mar- 
© riage“ This ſaid, he opened a coffer, 
and took out a purſe of five hundred 
© ſequins of gold; then putting it into 
© her hands, “ There, woman, fays 
© he; © thy dowry is in that purſe. Be 
© gone; and take with you what be- 
© longs to you. I divorce thee once, 
1 divorce thee twice, three times IT 
divorce thee! And that thy parents 
may be ſatisfied that thou art di- 
vorced from me, I ſhall give thee 
theſe words in writing, ſigned by my- 
ſelf and my nayb, as the laws re- 
© quire.” This he did accordingly; and 
© his wife went away to her father's 
© with her bill of divorce and herdowry. 
As ſoon as ſhe was gone out of the 
© houſe, he gave immediate orders to 
* furniſh an apartment magnificently 
* for the reception of his new wife, 
© The floor was ſpread with velvet car- 
c pets, the walls hung with rich ta- 
« peſtry, and ſofas of gold and ſilver- 
2 3 were brought for furniture. 
The bridal - chamber was ſet round 
vith divers caſkets full of the moſt ex · 
quiſite perfumes. Now every thing 
was in readineſs, and the cady expect - 
ingCayfacattaddahri with impatience, 
thought her long in coming. He call- 
ed his truſty aga, and ſaid to him, 
“ Methinks the lovely object of my 
«« deſires ſhould now be here: what can 
« detain her ſo long at her father's? 
&© How tedious is every moment that 
« delays my happineſs!” 

© The cady, no longer able to com- 
mand the violence of his expectations, 
© was going to ſend his aga to Ouſta 


Omar, when a porter arrived, carry- 


© ing a cheſt of fir- wood, with a co- 
« yering of green taffeta thrown over it. 
What haſt thou brought me there, 
« friend?” ſays the judge to him. 


« My lord,” anſwers the porter, laying 

© the cheſt on the floor, I bring you 
your bride: be pleaſed to take off the 

4% cover, and you will ſee her figure.“ 
© The cady immediately took —_ 
three 


foot 


a ſecond marriage, ſhe came in a paſ- 
ſion to him: How now, then! ſaid 
* ſhe; © what! two heads in one cap! 
i two hands inoneglove! two ſwords 
in one ſcabbard! and two wives in 
one houſe! Go, fickle map! ſince the covering, and * a damſel of 
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foot and an half, defective in every pro- 
portion, in every limb, and every fea- 
„ture. He was thrilled with horror at 
*-the-fight of this object; and throwing 
the cover haſtily over it, he ſaid to the 
porter, What wouldeſt thou have 
6 me do with this frightful creature? 
* Signior, fays the porter, this 
46 js the daughter of Omar the dyer, 
* whotold me that you had eſpouſed her 
«out of pure inclination.”'—* Mer- 
c ciful Heaven!” cries the cady, © is 
«cit poſſible to marry a monſter like 
$-this!? 4 | | 

In this very inſtant, the dyer, very 
© well knowing the judge mult be ex- 
© tremely ſurprized, came in. Thou 
e wretch!” ſays the cady to him, 
c hom doſt thou take me for? To at- 
«© tempt to trifle thus with me ſhews the 


4 height of thy impudence! How dare 


you treat me after this manner, ho 
* can with ſo much eaſe take vengeance 
„ upon my enemies? Me, who, when 
6e I pleaſe, can lay ſuch creatures as you 
« in irons? Tremble therefore at my 
% rage! In exchange for this hideous 
© object which you have ſent me, diſ- 
«© patch, {ſpeedily diſpatch, hither your 
% other daughter, whoſe beauty is be- 
„ yond.alkcompariſon: do it, or you 
6 ſhall ſoon feel the. wrath of an in- 
“ jured cady!”—<< My lord, fays 
© Omar, give over your threats, I be- 
c ſeech you; let not your anger burn 
t againſt me. I ſwear by Him who out 
« of darkneſs produced light, that I 
< have no other daughter but this! I. 
64 told you, over and over, that the was 
« not for your purpoſe. I could not 
<< prevail upon you to give any credit 
56 to me: and who, then, is to blame?“ 


* 
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4 PON this the cady began to 
cool; and recollecting himſelf, 
© he faid to the dyer, © You muſt know, 
« friend Omar, that this morning there 
*« came a moſt beautiful damſel to me, 
c who pretended that you were her fa- 
ther, and that you repreſented her as 
c a monſter to every body, on purpoſe 
© to deter all ſuitors that might come 
© to demand her in marriage.” . My 
<< lord; anſwers the artizan, „ this 
«© moſt beautiful damſel muſt be an im- 
<< poſtor; ſonic one without doubt owes 
— Q 
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© on his breaſt, and remained ſome time 
© immoveable and fixed in thought: 
© after which, breaking ſilence, It 


«© is,“ ſaid he, © a puniſhment which 


© have deſerved: but no more of that. 
Bid the porter, I beſeech thee, carry 
„ thy daughter home again: keep the 
« thouſand ſequins of gold which I 
© have given thee; but aſk no more of 
© me, if thou intendeſt we ſhould con- 
© tinue friends.” | 
© Notwithſtanding the judge had 
e ſworn before the men of the law that 
© he would forfeit a thouſand fequins 
more if the daughter of Omar happen - 
ed not to pleaſe him, yet the dyer did 
not dare to oblige him to his promiſe, 
for fear of making him his enemy: 
he knew him to be a man of an impla- 
cable temper, and one who never fail - 
ed of ſome expedient to avenge him- 
ſelf upon his adverfaries; he there- 
fore thought it molt adviſeable to reſt 
contented with what he had already 
received. My lord,“ ſaid he, I 
© ſhall comply with your requeſt, and 
© take my daughter off your hands; 
& but then it will be proper you ſhould 
&« divorce her firſt. “ Never fear it, 
© replies the cady; „that, to be ſure, 
ce ig what I ſhall not omit; and it ſhall 
© be done this inſtant.” Conſequent- 
© ly, he ſent for his nayb then; and the 
divorce was diſpatched in form with - 
out loſs of time. After this, the good 
man Omar took his leave of the judge, 
and ordered the porter to carry the * 
deous Cay facattaddahri back again. 
This affair ſoon came to be talked 
of in the city; every body was di- 
verted with the ſtory, and pleaſed with 
the deceit which had been put upon 
the cady: neither was the rendering 
him ridiculous in Bagdad all his pu- 
niſhment; we carried our revenge yet 
farther. I was adviſed by Mouaffack 
to go myſelf and make a viſit to the 
Prince of the Faithful, and to let him 
know my name and my whole hiſtory, 
You may imagine I concealed no cir- 
cumſtance from him that might ſhew 
the malice of the cady in it's ffrongeſt 
colours. The caliph, after he had 
liſtened to me with ſtrict attention, 
began to reproach me in the moſt 
obliging manner, Prince, faid 
he to me, ** why had you not imme- 
& diate recourſe to me? There is no 


* 
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condition; 
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* condition; but you might, without 
« a bluth, have come into my prefence 
« jn the loweſt fortunes. Is it in the 
ce power of man, think you, to be hap- 
ce py or unhappy at his own choice? 
« And is it not Heayen that, by it's 
own will, faſhions the events of life? 
0 Were you to apprehend that I ſhould 
& receive you with coldneſs? No, Sir! 
you know that I love and that I eſ- 
t teem the King Bin-Ortock your fa- 
« ther; and that my court muſt have 
«© been a place of refuge and protection 
« to you in any diſtreſs.”? 

* 'The caliph uſed me with all ima- 
© ginable civilities and endearments: 
he preſented me with a calate, and a 

coſtly diamond which he wore upon 
his finger. He treated me with ſome 
exquiſite ſherbet; and, when I re- 
turned to my father-in-law's, I found 
there 6x large pieces of Perſian bro- 
cade of gold and of filver, two pieces 
of kemkha, and a fine Perſian horſe 
with rich trappings: moreover, he re- 
inſtated Mouaffack in the government 
of Bagdad; and, to puniſh the cady 
for his intentions to 1mpoſe upon 
Zemroude and her father, he depoſed 
this magiſtrate, and condemned him 
to perpetual impriſonment; and, to 
compleat his miſery, be obliged him 
in his confinement to live with the 
daughter of Ouſta Omar. 0 
Not many days after I was married, 
I ſent a courier to Mouſel, to acquaint 
the king my father with every thing 
that had befallen me from the time in 
which J left his court; and to aſſure 
him likewiſe that I ſhould ſoon re- 
turn, and bring with me the lady I 
had eſpouſed. I waited with impa- 
tience for the return-of the meſſenger; 
when, at laſt, he arrived with the un- 
welcome news, that Bin-Ovtock, in- 
formed how four thouſand Bedouin- 
Arabians had ſet upon me and cut 
in pieces my eſcort, imagining that I 
myſelf could not eſcape, had taken it 
ſo much to heart, that he died with 
grief; that the Prince Amadeddin 
Zengui, m 
22 poffeſſion of the throne; that 
he governed the people with great 
equity; and that, notwithſtanding he 
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© had no:ſooner heard that I was ftill 


living, than they expreſſed an incredi- 


ble joy. Prince Amadeddin himſelf, 


© in a letter which the courier brought * 


couftn-germanz was in 


was generally beloved, my ſubjects 
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me from him, aſſured'me of his de- 
lity, and ſignified an jmpatient deſire 
to ſee me, that he might reſign the 


crown to me, and become himſelf the 


firſt of my ſubjects. - 
* Theſe tidings made me reſolve to, 
haſten my return to Mouſel. I took 
leave of the Prince of the Faithful, 
who gave me three thouſand horſe out 
of his guards to conduct me into m 

dominions: then, bidding adieu wit 

the tendereſt embraces to Mouaffack 
and his wife, I ſet out from Bagdad 
with my beloved Zemroude; who ne- 
ver would have been able to ſupport 
the affliction of leaving her father and 
her mother, if her affection for me 
had not in a great meaſure alleviated 
the ſorrow ſhe coꝑceived at parting. 


* 


DAY LI. 


| 1 Had not yet performed the one half 


* of my journey from Bagdad to 
Mouſel, when the van- guard of my 
eſcort diſcovered a body of troops 
marching directly towards us: I ſups 
poſed they might be Bedeuin-Ara- 
bians again. I immediately drew up 
my men into order of battle; andwe 
were in areadineſs to encounter, ben 
my ſcouts brought me word that the 
men we took for enemies and robbers 
were troops from Mouſel that came to 
meet me; and that Amadeddin Zen- 
gui was at the head of tgßem. 
This prince, on the other hand, ap- 
prized who we were, ſeparated himfelf 
from his little army, and came for- 


ward with ſome of the chief nubles of 


Mouſel to receive me: he accofted me 
conformably to his letter; that is to 
ſay, in a very ſubmiſſive and reſpect- 
ful manner; and all the perſons of 
quality who accompanied him gave 
me aſſurances of their zeal and loy- 
alty. Whatever ſuggeſtions roſe * 
in me to diſtruſt them, and to ſuſpe& 
that my couſin, under the pretext of 


doing honour to me, might perhaps 


have a deſign upon my life, to eſta- 
bliſn KHimſelf in the poſſeſſion of my 
kingdom, I thought it more prudent 
to diſſemble all manner of diffidence, 
than to ſhew my fears by an over- 
caution in my conduct; I therefore 
diſmiſſed the guards of the caliph, 
and entruſted my perſon entirely to 
Prince Amadeddin. I had no reaſon 

; © to 
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94 PERSIAN TALES. 


* to repent of the confidence I placed in 


him: fofar was he from any thoughts 


of treaſon, that he ſtudied only to con- 
© vinceme, by all his actions, of his ad- 
© herence and fidelity to me. Ya 
When we entered Mouſel, the peo- 
® ple, by loud acclamations, expreſſed 
© their joy to ſee me returned, and made 
* publick rejoicings for three days: 


© the ſhops in all the great ftreets and 


* ſquares were all hung with tapeſtry; 
© and at night they were illuminated 
* with ſaſhes that contained ſome verſe 
out of the Alcoran; fo that each ſhop 
© exhibiting a particular ſentence, this 
© facred book might be read entire as 
you walked the ſtreets: it feemed as 
© if the Angel Gabriel had brought it 
© down to our great prophet a ſecond 
© time in characters of light. 

© Beſides this pious illumination, 
© there were ſet out before the ſhops 
large baſons of ſweetmeats heaped up, 
3 with bowls of ſherbet and of the juice 
© of pomegranates; of which all the 
* paſſengers were allowed to eat and to 
* drink at their pleaſure. In all the 
* maxket-places the people danced to 
© the ſound of the tambouras and deffs; 
© and the calenders, according to their 
* .ufual practice, ran to and fro in the 
© ffreets like men tranſported with 
© phrenzy: all. the artizans, riding in 


* chariots adorned with tinſel and fly- 


© ing ſtreamers of divers colours, toge- 
© ther with the badges of their diſtinct 
© trades, paſſed in companies through 
© all the publick ſtreets, with fifes, cym- 
© bals, and trumpets, before them; then, 
coming under mybalcony,whereZem - 
© roude was ſeated by me, they ſaluted 
© me, crying out aloud, Long live 
« the king! : 

© Neither was I ſatisfied in only ſhar- 
© ing theſe honours with the daughter 


© of Mouaffack; but made it my ſtudy 


4 to pleaſe her in every thing to the ex- 


© tent of my power: I ordered her apart- 


© ment to be enriched with the moſt 
© coſtly furniture, and to be ſet off with 


© every thing that might render it de- 


© lightful to the eye. I appointed her 
© a train of attendants, conſiſting of 
© twenty-five young Georgian damſels, 


6 the ſlaves of my father's ſeraglio: 


© ſome of them ſung and played in per- 
© fe&tion upon the lute, others upon the 


© harp, and ſome danced with all the 
© pracefulneſs of motion as well as with 


the utmoſt agility, I gave her like - 
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© wiſe a black aga with twelve eunuchs, 


* lents proper to divert her. 


* who each of them poſſeſſed ſome ta- 


DAY IVII. 


6 1 Reigned over the moſt faithful and 
* molt affectionate ſubjects: I loved 
Zemronde every day more and more, 
and was likewiſe beloved by her. 
Thus my happineſs was mat in 
every reſpect, when a young dervis 
made his appearance at my court: he 
found means to introduce — 
the acquaintance and familiarity of 
the Grit 
and lively turn of wit; he inſinuate 
himſelf and won upon their affections 
by his ſmart ſayings and ſprightly re- 
partees; he accompanied them in their 
ſports; he revelled with them; and 
gave into every kind of faſhionab! 
diverſion. Some ſpoke to me of him 
continually as of a man whoſe con- 
verſation was more than ordinarily 
diverting; inſomuch that, at Jaſt, I 


ſome diſcourſe with him. 
Far from finding that the man had 


La) 


peared to me, upon trial, much more 
accompliſhed than he had been repre. 
fented: his converſation charmed me, 
and freed me from an error and pre- 
judice under which a great many per- 
ſons of the firſt rank labour, who 
think that men of refined wit and 
parts are only to be found in courts. 
I took fo great a pleaſure in converſing 
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ſe very capable of the greateſt affairs 
of ſtate, that I would have placed him 
in the number of my chief miniſters; 
but he thanked me, and ſaid he had 
made a vow never to engage in any 
employment; that a life of liberty and 
independence was his choice; that he 

rded neither honour nor riches, 
but contented himſelf with what Pro- 
vidence (who provides for the moſt 
inconſiderable of his creatures) gave 


nance; in a word, that he did not in 


oy 
= 
© 
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I could not but admire a man fo 
© diſengaged from the vanities of this 


C world; and I eſteemed him the more 
for it: | received him graciouſly when 


© eyer 


- nobility by an apa, | 


was curious to ſee him, and to have 


been flattered in his character, he ap- 


with this dervis, and I thought him 


him from day to day for his ſuſte- 
the leaſt deſire to change his condi- 
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ever he came to make his court to me. 
If at any time he happened to be in 
the midſt of a crowd of courtiers, my 
eyes ſingled him out; and he was one 
of thoſe to whom I moſt ny 
addreſſed my diſcourſe. I inſenſibſy 
grew into ſuch a fondneſs for him, 
that I made him my principal fa- 
. 
One day I took the diverſion of hunt- 
ing in a wood, when, ſeparating my- 
ſelf from the throng of my attendants, 
the dervis and I happened to be alone: 
he then began to entertain me with 
his travels; for, though he was yet 
but young, he had ſeen a great part 
of the world. He talked to me of a 
great many curioſities and wonderful 
things which he had ſeen in the In- 
dies; and particularly of an aged 
Brachman, with whom he had made 
an acquaintance. * This 2 man,“ 
© ſaid he to me, . poſſeſſed an infinite 
« number of ſecrets, the one more cu- 
« rious than the other: the moſt hidden 
« powers of nature were revealed to 
% him. He died within my arms; but, 
« before he expired, he ſaid to me 
« That you may remember me, my 
« ſon, when J am gone, I ſhall with my 
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« dying breath bequeath a ſecret to you, 


upon condition you will never com- 
4 municate it to any man.” I gave him 
«© my promiſe,” adds the dervis; “ up- 
« on the faith of which he intruſted 
„% me with his ſecret.” 
And what may the nature of this 
« ſecret be?“ ſaid I to him. © Is it 
« not that of making gold?“ “! No, 
« Sir,” replies he; ©* it is a ſecret more 
« curious by far, and of greater value: 
tit is to reanimate a dead body. Not, 
* purſues he, that I pretend to re- 
<< ſtore to a corpſe the ſame ſoul that is 
*« departed from it; that is a miracle in 
4 the power of Heaven alone: but I can 
„make my own ſoul enter into a body 
„ which is deprived of life; and I will 
perform the experiment before your 
«© majeſty whenever you pleaſe.” It 
will pleaſe me very much,“ anſwers 
© I; “ and, if you will, it ſhall be this 
6 inſtant.” Mgt RET 

It happened very opportunely, as I 
© ſpoke, that a 8 by 
* us: I let fly an arrow at her, and 
* wounded her to death. © Now we 
„ ſhall ſee,” ſaid I, © whether you can 
«© reanimate this creature.“ Sir,“ 


replies the dervis, * your curioſity 
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<« ſhall ſoon be ſatisfied: obſerve what 


* TJ am preparing to do.“ Theſe words 
5 


were no ſooner out of his mouth than 
I'faw his body fall breathleſs to the 
ground, and that of the doe raiſe it- 
ſelf with the utmoſt activity. You 
may imagine my furprize was more 
than ordinary, Although I could not 
doubt of what I had ſeen, yet I was 
inclinable to take it for a deluſion in 
my eyes; when the doe came and 
fawned upon me; then making ſeveral 
bounds, ſhe fell, and the body of the 
dervis, which lay extended on the 
graſs, came to life again that inſtant. 
« I was highly taken with ſo won- 
£ derful a ſecret, and intreated the der- 
© vis to communicate it to me, Sir, 
© ſaid he, “ I am forry I cannot com- 
« ply with your deſire; for I promiſed 
« the dying Brachman never to ſhare 
te this ſecret with any man; and J hold 
«© my word to be ſacred.” The more 
© the dervis ſeemed to excuſe himſelf 
from gratifying my curioſity, the 
more he inflamed it. In the name 
c of Heaven, ſaid T to him, “do not 
© refuſe me the ſatis faction I Io ear - 
« neſtly demand! I give you my pro- 
«© miſe likewiſe never to reveal 4 ſe- 
« cret; and I ſwear by Him who has 
« created us both, that I will never 
« make a wrong uſe of it! The der- 
vis, muſing, made a ſhort pauſe; then, 
© renewing his ſpeech, “ I cannot hoid 
© out any longer againſt a king whois 
e qdearer to me than life: I yield to 
6 your repeated intreaties. Neither did 
« I,” adds he, “ give the Brachman 
« any more than a bare promiſe; I did 
«© not confirm it with the ſolemnity of 
© an oath; thereforel ſhall inftru& your 
«© majetty in the ſecret: the whole con- 
c fiſts in retaining only two words 
«© you need but repeat them in your 
© mind to reanimate any dead body.“ 
And at the ſame time he taught me 
© the two words. 
© I had no ſooner learned them than 
I was impatient to experience their 
virtue; I pronounced them with an 
intention to make my ſoul paſs like - 
wiſe into the body of the doe, and in 
a moment I found myſelf transformed 
into this animal: but the pleaſure I 
felt in perceiving the operation take 
effect ſo happily, ſoon ended in ſor- 
row; for, as ſoon as my ſpirits had 
lodged themſelves in the ſubſtance of 
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the doe, the traĩtor conveyed his into 
| © my 
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my body; and, bending my own. bow 
© at me, he took his aim to wound me; 
© and had ſueceeded in his attempt, if, 
judging of his intent by the action, 
I had not ſaved myſelf by a ſpeedy 


4 flight: he, nevertheleſs, let the arrow 


© fly, which ſpent it's force upon the 


"DAY Tin. 


5 V OU ſee. me now reduced to 
> @K©K aſſociate with the wild inha- 
£ bitants of the woods and the moun- 
© tains: happy if I had reſembled them 


jn every thing! and that, in loſing the 


t oytward figure, I had likewiſe loſt the 
© reaſon proper to man! Then had I 
© not been delivered up as a prey to a 
thouſand afflicting reflections. 

While Iwas employed in deploring 
my miſery in the foreſts, the dervis 
© filled the throne of Mouſel; and, 
© which was the greateſt torment to me, 


£< Re Zemroude without a rival. 


4 He left his own body in the wood; 
« and, triumphing in the uſe of mine, 
© enjoyed the ſweets of empire unmo- 
© lefted: but, as he feared, leſt by vir- 
© tue of the ſecret which had been fo 
« fatal to me, I might find means of 
© introducing myſelf into the palace, 
© and of taking vengeance upon his per- 
© fidy, he iſſued out an order, the very 
* day that he uſurped. my dignity, to 
© have all the deer within the kingdom 
< killed: For,“ fays he, I am re- 
« ſolved, out of an averſion I have for 
& thoſe animals, to purge my realm of 
& them. Moreover, to mite his ſub- 
© jects to be more induſtrious in extir- 
pating thoſe creatures, he put out a 
< proclamation with the reward of thirty 
< ſequins for the head of every deer that 
© ſhould be brought to him. | 
The people of Mouſel, urged on by 
4 the hopes of lucre, were ſeen immedi - 
E ately to iſſue out of the city, and to 
© range about the country with their 
< bows ready ſtrung, and their quivers 
well ſtored with arrows: they wan 
t dered through the foreſts, and traverſed 
the mountains, wounding and killing 


all the deer that came within their 


© ſhot. ; good fortune, Thad norea- 
< fon to dread. their arrows; for, per- 


PERSIAN TALP®S, 


BD gz Sq eG OM. NIN ER % „ „„ „ „ „ 6 ROY 


made towards the palace of my ene. 
my: there I lay concealed within the 
boughs of à thick ſhady tree in the 
garden. This tree grew near theapart- 
ment of the queen: there, muſing up- 
on the oddneſs of my diſtreſs, and the 
happineſs of my rival, my heart ſwell- 
ed with grief and tenderneſs; and I 
began to vent my pains in melodious 
accents, It was in a morning; the 
ſun was newly riſen; and a wakeful 
choir of birds, pleaſed with the re- 
turning light, joined in their ſongs to 
expreſs the joy with which they. were 
inſpired. As for me, inſenſible to the 
freſhneſs of the ſpringing day, I was 
wholly taken up with my diſquiets: 
with my eyes mournfully bent to- 
wards the apartment of Zemroude, I 
filled the air with notes ſo full of 
complaint, that I drew the princeſs 
to the window. I went on with my. 
melancholy warblings full in her 
ſight: I employed the whole power of 
my voice, and laid a ſtreſs upon every 
accent to render it more moving, as 
if it had been poſſible for me to make 
her comprehend the cauſe of my heavy 
lamentation. But, alas! ſhe was di- 
verted with hearing me; and I had 
the diſpleaſure of ſeeing that, inſtead 
of being moved to compaſſion by my 
ſorrowful ſang, ſhe could not refrain 
from laughter, together with one of 
her flaves, who likewiſe ran to the 
ſame window to hear me. 
I continued, ſeveral days together, 
conſtantly in the garden; and never 
omitted to ſing every morning in the 
ſame place: Zemroude like wife never 
failed to come to the window; and, 
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rection of Providence, ſne grew very 
deſirous to have me in her keeping. 
Says ſhe to her women, I muſt by 
© all means have that nightingale taken; 
< let the bird - catchers be ſent for: I love 
te that little creature, I doat upon it, 
Let them be ſure to take it, and bring 
©1t- ta me. The commands of the 


c 

c 

o 

c 
«© which to me ſeemed a particular di- 
6 

c 
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« pretty little ſinger!” ſaid ſhe, in a 
© flattering accent, ** my . 
„ nightingale, I will be thy roſe: 

« have already conceived an unac- 
« countable tenderneſs for thee.'* At 
£ theſe words ſhe kiſſed me, and I turn- 
ed my bill gently to her lips. Ah, 
« the little fool!” cries ſhe, ſmiling; 


i jt ſeems as if it knew what I ſay 


« when I ſpeak to it. Briefly, ſhe put 
© me with her own' hands into a cage 
of golden wires, which ſhe had ſent 


* 
one of her eunuchs to buy in the 
Ly 


city. 

l ſung every morning as ſoon as ſhe 
awoke; aud when ſhe came to the cage 
to fondle me, or give me ſomething to 
eat, inſtead of appearing thy, or any 
way afraid, I ſpread my wings to ſig- 
nify my joy, and put my, little beak 
out 9 the wires to meet her 
hand: ſhe was ſurprized to find me 
ſo tame in ſo ſhort a time; ſometimes 
ſne would take me out of the cage, and 
let me fly about the chamber; at ſuch 
times I never failed to fly directly to 
her to make my court, and to receive 
the returns of her tenderneſs; and if 
any one of her women offered to take 


my force. By theſe little artifices I 
endeared myſelf by degrees to Zem- 
roude fo very much, that ſhe would 
often ſay ſhe had ſet her heart ſo fond- 
ly upon me that ſhe ſhould be incon- 
ſolable if I ſhould happen to die. 

If it was a pleaſure to me, under 
my preſent afflictions, to be conſtantly 
inthe queen's apartment, I paid dear 
for it when the dervis came to viſit 
her, How great was my torture! ] 
cannot even to this day refle&t upon 
it with temper. From time to time 
I lifted up my eyes to Heaven for 
vengeance: I briſtled up my feathers; 
and, my heart ready to burſt with 
rage, I did nothing but flutter up and 
down, and grow reſtleſs in my cage. 
If the queen at any time careſſed me 
before the traitor, and he, upon that, 
attempted to ſtroke me, I expreſſed 
all the fury and reſentment againſt 
him with my beak and my wings 
that was poſſible; but, alas} my an- 
ger ſerved only to make them ſport, 
and was too feeble to avenge my 
wrongs. 5 = 
« Zemroude had likewiſein her cham- 
© ber a little bitch that ſhe was fond of: 
* this creature, one day as we were 
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me, I pecked and pinched her with all 


* 
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© alone, died in labour. This accident 
put me upon trying the force of m 

© ſecretathird time. Iam reſolved, 
* ſaid I, © to tranſlate myſelf into the 
« corpſe of the bitch: I ſhall then ſee 
« how much the princeſs will lament 
„ the death of her nightingale.” 1 
can give you no account how this 
fancy came into my thoughts, for L 
did not in the leaſt foreſee any ad- 
vantage that could ariſe to me from 
ſuch a change: but this inclination 
was ſo ſtrong within me, that it ſeem- 
ed like a ſecret impulſe from Heaven; 
and I was determined to follow it at 
all adventures.” 
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DAY- LEE. 
HENEVER Zemroude came 


into the room, it was always 
her firſt care to look into the cage: as 
ſoon as ſhe perceived that the nightin- 
gale was dead, the gave a ſhriek that 
alarmed all her ſlaves. What is 
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the matter, Madam?” ſaid they to 


© her, with terror in their looks; has 
“ any miſchance happened to you? 
« You ſee me, anſwers the princeſs, 
« abandoned to deſpair, and drowned 
in tears: my nightingale is dead! 
My deareſt bird! my little ſpouſe! 
« why am I ſo ſoon deprived of thee? 
«© Muſt I never more, then, hear the 
«© melody of thy ſongs? Muſt I never 
© careſs thee more? What have I done 
to merit ſo ſevere an affliction?“ 

© She was ſo overwhelmed with grief, 
that her women ſtrove to comfort her 
in vain; all they could ſay did but 
heighten her ſorrow: upon this, one 
of them ran to acquaint the deryis of 
the condition of the queen. He came 
in all diligence to her; and repreſented 
to her that the death of a poor bird 
ſhould not throw her into ſo great 
agonies— that the loſs was not irre- 
parable— that if ſhe was ſo paſſionate 
a lover of nightingales, and deſired 
ever ſo many, that it was an eaſy mat- 
ter to gratify her: but in vain did he 
ſpeak; his reaſons had no manner of 

influence upon the mind of Zemroude, - 
Ceaſe, Sir!“ ſaid ſhe to him; © ceaſe * 
to combat my grief; it 1s not to be 
overcome: I know very well it is a 
great weakneſs in me to be inconſo- 
« Jable for the death of a bird; I am 
« as fully conyinced of this as you can 
N Abe; 


A M K X KK aA BB & & o; a a ©. a 


40 
cc 


et be; and yet T have not the force to 
s refſt the preſent calamity that op- 
« preſſes me. I loved this little crea- 


© ture; it ſeemed to be ſenſible of all 


e the fondneſs I ſhewed it, and to re- 
„ turn all my kindneſs after ſuch a 
manner as made me doat upon it; 
Fe if my women came near it, what 
rage and diſdain did it not expreſs; 
. when, if Ioffered to touch it, my hand 
Fe was no ſooner held towards it but it 
*© came forward to meet me. I can- 
% not help thinking that it felt even a 
ee paſſion for Me: it would gaze upon 
ee me with fo much earneſtneſs and 
© pleaſure, that one would imagine; 
* ſometimes, that it grieved for want 
5 of words to ſpeak the ſentiments of 
ce it's heart; Icould read all this plainly 
4c jn it's eyes. Alas! when I recolle& 
* every little circumſtance of this na- 
* ture, I cannot command my griefs! 
„% My poor, dear, lovely bird, I have 
„ loſt thee for ever! When the had 
'© ſpoken theſe words, her tears redou- 
„ bled, and ſhe ſeemed: incapable of 
* conſolation, I began to preſage ſome 
* good-fortune to myſelf from the ex- 
* tremity of her affliction: I lay in one 
corner of the room, giving ſuck to my 
* young ones, where I heard and ob- 
* ſerved everything without being my- 
* ſelf taken notice of. My mind gave 
© me that the dervis, to comfort the 
s queen, would have recourſe to his ſe- 
. © crets: neither was I miſtaken in my 
-F gueſſes. 
The dervis ſeeing the princeſs was 
not to be reaſoned out of her immo- 
© derate grief, as he loved her paſſion- 
$ ately, and was nearly touched with 
© her fears, he ordered all her ſlaves to 
quit the room, and to leave him alone 
© with the queen. Madam,” then 
* ſaid he to her, thinking no one over- 
© heard him, © fince the death of your 
% nightingale gives you ſo great an un- 
te eaſineſs, he mutt be brought to life 
« again: afflift yourſelf no more; you 
* ſhall fee him revive; I promiſe to re- 
6 ſtore him to your wiſhes. No ſooner 
& ſhall you awake to-morrow, than 
„ you ſhall hear him ſing as before, and 
* ſee him make his uſual court to you.“ 
„ hear what you are pleaſed to ſay, 
& Sir,” replies Zemroude; ** you re- 
„ gard me as a diſtracted perſon, whoſe 
e Frenzy is to be flattered; you would 
& have me believe that to-morrow TI 
i ſhall fee my nightingale once more 
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te alive; to-morrow you will put this 
c miracle off to the following day; and 
“ ſo, deferring my expectations from 
* day to day, you hope, by degrees, 
« to wean me from my miſeries, and 
6c at laſt utterly to efface in my mind 
« al] remembrance of my bird; or 
© elſe,” continues ſhe, perhaps you 


* intend this day to procure me ſuch 


© another, and to convey it into the 
“% cage, to beguile my ſorrows.”'— 
« No, my queen!” anſwers the dervis; 


e no, indeed! it ſhall be this very bird 


& which you now ſee breathleſs in his 
c cage: this nightingale whom you ſo 


© lament, this very fondling ſhall ſing 
* to you again; I will renew him to 


life, and ſhall be pleaſed to ſee you 
© laviſh all your uſual affection upon 
© him; he ſhall become more ſenſible 
© than ever of your kindneſs, and ſhall 
* ſhew a ſtronger deſire to pleaſe you; 
% for I myſelf will animate his little 
© frame; I will every morning wake 
* him into life to divert you. This 
& wonder can I perform; it is a ſecret 
6c 1 poſſeſs. | 
© you are over-impatient to ſee your 
© bird revive, I ſhall animate him this 
“ inſtant.” | 

© The princeſs made no reply to what 
© he ſaid; judging, therefore; by her 
© filence, that ſhe was not convinced he 
© had the power of which he boaſted, 
© he laid himſelf upon a ſofa; where, 
© by the virtue of ſome cabaliſtick 
© words, which ſerve as a vehicle to the 
© ſoul to make it paſs into any corpſe, he 
© left his, or rather my body, and en- 
© tered into that of the nightingale, 
Ihe bird began immediately to ſing in 
© the cage, to the aſtoniſhment of Zem- 
© roude: but it was not long before his 
© melody failed; for, as ſoon as he began 
© to warble, I quitted the body of the 
© bitch, and haſtily ſhot myſelf into 
my own, This point gained, I ran 
eto the cage; I put in my hand, and, 
© taking out the bird in a paſſion, I 
© twiſted off it's neck. What are 


„ you doing, Sir?“ fays the princeſs 


© to me. © Why do you treat my 
© nightingale in that manner? If you 
* did not think fit to let him live, you 
cc 3 not have called him back to 

e n. | 
Heaven be praiſed!” cried I, with- 
out attending to what ſhe ſaid, ſo in- 
© tent was IT upon the vengeance I had 
© accompliſhed upon the outrage done 
5 : © to 
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© to my honour and to my love; © it 
cc is finiſhed! I have at laſt puniſhed 
« the traitor, whoſe deteſtable perfidy 
c deſerved the molt rigorous chaſtiſe- 
«© ment!” If it was a ſurprize to Zem- 
© roude to ſee her nightingale revive, it 
© was likewiſe no leſs ſo, when ſhe 
© heard me utter theſe words with a 


© morethan ordinaryvehemence. Sir,“ 


© ſaid ſhe, * what is it tranſports you? 
« and what means all you have juſt 
«© now ſpoken?” 
I related to her all 1 had ſuffered; 
and I could perceive, as I went on 
with iny ſtory, that ſhe was ſeized, by 
frequent intervals, with agonies and 
ſtarts of horror; her cheeks glowed 
with ſhame, and turned pale with 
grief by turns, to think how unfaith- 
ful ſhe had been to me, though igno- 
rant and innocent-of what ſhe did: 
© 'There was no room left her any 
longer to doubt that I was the true 
Fadlallab, becauſe the body of the 
dervis had been found in the wood, 
together with a copy of the edi& he 
had given out to have all the deer 
killed.“ | 


DAY LX. 


I Had no ſooner inſtructed Zemroude 
in all the particulars of ſo ſtrange 
an adventure, but I repented of my 
indiſcretion: it had been ſufficient 
only to tell her that ſome profound 
cabaliſt had taught me the ſecret to 
animate a,dead body, without men- 
tioning the villainy of the dervis, 
Would to Heaven that ſhe had ſtill re- 
mained ignorant of his foul crime! 
then, perhaps, I had to this day been 
happy in the poſſeſſion of her charms! 
But what do I ſay? and whither do I 
wander in the extravagance of my 
thoughts? Do I not know that the 
ood and the evil, which attend man 
in this life, are fixed and pre-ordained 
from the beginning? | 
The daughter of Mouaffack was 
© ſo greatly troubled that fo vile a 
© wretch had taſted the ſweets of her 
« perſon, that it was impoſſible for me 
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* to reſtore her peace of mind: in vain | 


© did I repreſent to her, that her igno- 
* rance acquitted her in the fight of 
© Heaven and of the world, as well as 
© to me; that the dervis alone was 


* guilty, who had expiated his crime 


with bis death. In ſpite of all that I 
could ſay to her, in ſpite of all the 


aſſurances I gave her to love her till 
with the ſame unalterable affe tion, I 
could not prevail upon her to think 
no more of. this unhappy accident. 
Briefly, ſhe ſickened, and died within 
my arms, aſking my pardon, with her 
parting breath, for a crime no way 
imputable to her, and which did not 
in the leaſt diminiſh my love. 
© When ſhe was dead, and I had paid 
the ſolemnities of mourning and ſor- 
row for ſo dear a life, I fent for Prince 
Amadeddin Zengui. My coutin,”? 
ſaid I to him, “I have no children: 
I refign the crown of Mouſel to you; 
* Tquit all claim to it. I renounce all 
* the grandeur of ſovereignty; and re- 
5“ ſolve to paſs my remaining days in 
© obſcurity.” Amadeddin, who truly 
© loved me, uſed every argument to 
© turn me from my reſolution; but 1 
© gave him to underſtand his endea- 
© vours were of no efficacy. Prince, 
© ſays I, © the purpoſe of my ſoul is 
ce fixed: once more I give you up my 
© dignity; take poſſeſſion of the throne 
*& of Fadlallah; and may you prove 
«© more fortunate than I! Rule over a 
% people who are acquainted with your 
„ merit, and who have already expe- 
“ rienced the happineſs of fo good a 
% maſter. As for me, I bid adieu to 
© poimp and titles; I ſhall go far away 
„ into ſome diſtant climate, Where I 
% may lead a life of privacy in an un- 
% envied condition; there, free from 
66 the cares that attend on empire, I 
« ſhall give myſelf up to lament the 
6 loſs of Zemroude; and, recollecting 
6% the happy hours and days we have 
© paſſed together, ſoothe my afflictions 
& by that ſweet remembrance.”” 
« Accordingly, I left Amadeddin 
upon the throne of Mouſel; and, at- 
tended only by a few ſlaves, I took 
my way towards Bagdad, where I 
ſafely arrived with a quantity of gold 
and jewels: I alighted at Mouaffack's 
houſe; his wife and he were not a lit- 
tle ſurprized to ſee me; much more 
were they aſtoniſhed when I informed 
them of the death of their daughter, 
whom they paſſionately loved. I did 
not deliver my unwelcome news with- 
© out ſhedding tears myſelf, and excite 
ing the ſame in them: I did not con- 
* tinue long at Bagdad; I joined a great 
* number of pilgrims who were going 
; N * to 


a a a 


W mn aA K M’ aA mn M K 2a 


SSE > 25 

2 22 8 8 
"Ss 1 8 

Wh — EE 


[0 
22 


48 er EEE. rer n 
— == — =— 2 by 2 r > 
. — 2 = wr oo OW en he Sr. FP 1 
> N — = x - — by RE. — . * e a. 4 11 
r 2 1 — „ OI > . 2D Na mb 1 2328 Cont, 2 ne ag b 1 
= 2 7 IK mw . * + RS PA * = = \ „ . 5 22 
AAS 235 Ht. 5 oe Sa n 2 PST & ICAL EI; 8 FIRES F F 
>> tt 4 * > 3 20 5 bs po 2 : 7 9 .. * £ n 
A 1 2 — 222 28 ö , 3.3: Dee 7 
CLASP eee ＋ r 4 - —# & 7 * > 5 * * * 
—— END Sh S N by 2 > lg ot ESE. 5, r ; - bs on ; 
2 Nr 9 3 8 2 * * a > — 
2 9 1 * * * IS 


3 


* — 1 — 7 8 FLY CE 
4 l 1 BY = RE 

= m2 

- 5 


% % M N a = | 


- \ 3 
> * 
- — — 2 „„ WY — — 
= — _ oo > - =_ INES FE \ 
ee, cr: N ENS 
. Gr '4 fs Y 
; a 
** 5 * — — — - , 
1 


9 PERSIAN 
to Mecca; there, after I had perform 
ed my devotions, I found by chance a 
company of Tartar pilgrims, with 
whom ! came into Tartary. We 
happened to paſs through this city; I 
thought the ſituation of it agreeable, 
for which reaſon I took up my reſt 
here: and almoſt forty years are now 
elapſed ſince I ſettled in * 1 
8 Pa here for a ſtranger, who formerly 
followed merchandizing. I live ab- 
ſolutely retired; and very rarely re- 
ceive any viſits. Zemroude is never 
abſent from my mind; and I pleaſe 
myſelf in thinking perpetually upon 

& 
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THE CONTINUATION OF THE RIS 
+ TORY OF PRINCE CALAFAND THE 
PRINCESS OF CHINA. 


W HEN Fadlallah had run through 


the whole tiſſue of his adventures, 
he ſaid to his gueſts, This is my ſto- 
ry: you ſee, by my misfortunes and 
your. own, that the life of man is a 
reed perpetually ſhaken and ſhattered 
by the tempeſtuous winds of the 
north; nevertheleſs, I muſt tell you, 
that I have lived happy and unruffled 
ever ſince I came to Jaick, I never re- 
pentthat I rehgned thecrown of Mou- 
tel; I ind an infinite ſatis faction in the 
obſcure condition I enjoy. Timur- 
taſch, Elmaze, and Calaf, wereliberal in 
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their commendations of the ſon of Bin- 


Ortock; the Can admired the greatneſs 
of his reſolution, in diveſting himſelf 
ot dominion, in order to live like a 
private perſon in a ſtrange land where 
no one knew the rank he once held in 


the world: Elmaze praiſed his fidelity 


to Zemroude, and his wonderful regret 


for the loſs of her; and Calaf ſaid to 


him, © Sir, it were to be wiſhed that all 


© men who labour under adverſities, 


 polleiſed the firmneſs of mind which 
© you have given ſuch ſhining proofs of 
© in the ſevereſt aſſaults of fortune.“ 
They prolonged the converſation till 
it was time to retire to reſt; then Fad- 
lallah called his ſlaves, who brought in 
wax-tapersin candleſticks made of the 
wood 2 aloes, and conducted the Can, 
the princeſs, and his ſon, into an apart- 
ment, where the ſame ſimplicity was to 
be ſeen as appeared in the reſt of the 
houſe. Elmaze and Timurtaſch re- 
mained in one chamber, and Calaf went 


© of falling into the hands of the Sul 
© tan of Carizme, is fled from his capi- 
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CALTS: © 


to ſleep in another. Early in the morn« 
ing, the old man came into the apart- 
ment of his gueſts as ſoon as he was in- 
formed they were riſen, and ſaid to 
them, © You are not unfortunate alone: 
© T am juſt now informed that an am- 
© bafſador from the Sultan of Carizme 
arrived laſt night within this city; 
© that his maſter ſends him to Ilenge- 
* Can, to requeſt of him not only to 
© refuſe his protection to his enemy the 
© Can of the Nogais, but likewiſe to 
© have him ſeized, if he ſhould paſs 
through the country of Jaick. Now | 
© there is a report, continues Fadlal- 
lah, that this unhappy Can, for fear 


tal with his family.” Upon hearing 
this, Timurtaſch and Calaf changed 
colour, and the princeſs fainted, 


DAY LXT. 
HEN Fallilleh fow Flare 


fall into a fwoon, and perceived 
a manifeſt conſternation 1n the looks of 
the father and the ſon, he conjectured 
his gueſts to be no merchants. * I ſee 
© plainly,” ſays he to them, when the 
princeſs had recovered the uſe of her 
ſenſes, that you intereſt yourſelves 
deeply in the mis for tunes of the Can 
© of the Nogais; or rather, if I may uſ- 
the freedom to declare my thoughts, 
© I believe that you three are the de- 
© plorable obje&ts of the ſultan's ven- 
geance.— Fes, Sir!“ anſwers Ti- 
murtaſch; © we are the victims he ſeeks 
to ſacrifice. I am the Can of the No- 
gals; you fee here my wife and my 
ton; we ſhould be to blame if we 
made any ſcruple of revealing our- 
ſelves to you, after the kind recep- 
tion we have met with, and the con- 
fidence you have placed in us. More- 
over, I hope you will aſſiſt us by your 
counſels, to diſengage ourſelves from 
the danger which purſues our flying 
{teps, and overtakes us here. 
The conjuncture is very hazard- 
ous, replies the old king of Mouſel: 
I know Henge-Can; he dreads the 
Sultan of Carizme; and there is na. 
doubt but, to pleaſe him, he will or- 
der diligent ſearch to be made after 
you. You can never be in ſafet 
with me, nor in any other houſe-with-, 
in this city; you have no other ſe- 
. s curity 
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© curity but fo depart with all poſ- 
« ſible ſpeed out of the land of Jaick; 
« paſs over the River Irtiche; and with 
all imaginablediligencegain the fron- 
« tiers of the tribe of Berlas.* 'Fimur- 
taſch, his wife, and Calaf, approved 
the advice. Immediately, Fadlallah com- 
manded three horſes to be made ready 
for them with proviſions; and, prefent- 


ing them with a purſe of gold“ Be- 
gone, without delay, ſaid he to them; 


vyou have no time to loſe: to-morrow, 


at fartheſt, Hlenge-Can may cauſe you 
to be ſought after. = 


T hey paid their due acknowledgment 
to the king; thendeparting outof Jaick, 
they paſſed over the Irtiche, and ar- 
rived, after ſeveral days journies, upon 
the territories of the tribe of Berlas. 
They ſtopped their flight at the firſt 
horde they met with; there they ſold 
their horſes, and lived in full tranquil - 
lity ſo long as their money laſted: but 
when that failed, the Can began to 
grow diſquieted, and to murmur afreſh. 
* Wherefore,” ſaid he, © is it expedient 
that I ſhould ſtill Iinger in this world? 
Had it not been more eligible in my 
own realms to expe& my proud ene- 
my, and die with honour in defend- 
ing my capital, than to preſerve a life 
which is but one tiſſue of misfor- 
tunes? It is in vain we reſign our- 
ſelves with patience to the ſeverity of 
our deſtiny: Heaven will never ſhew 
favour towards us; fince, notwith- 
ſtanding our ſubmiſſion to it's will, 
our miſeries purſue us from place to 
place.*—* Sir, ſays Calaf to him, let 
us never deſpair, nor think our evils 
endleſs: that Providence, which diſ- 
poſes of events, has ſome good in re- 
lerve, perhaps, for us, that we can- 
not foreſee. Let us go on, adds he, 
to the capital horde of this tribe; my 
heart preſages that our fortune there 
may wear another face. ; 
They went therefore to the horde 
where the Can of Berlas lived; they 
entered under a great tent, which was 
ſet apart for an hoſpital to receive poor 
ſtrangers: here they laid themſelves 
down in a corner, not knowing by what 
means to procure themſelves any ſub- 
ſiſtence. Calaf left his father and his 
mother in this place, and went on far- 
ther into the horde, aſking charity from 
every pallenger: thus he gleaned up a 
little money, with which he bought 
proviſions; and, towards the cloſe of 
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the day, returned with them to his fa- 
ther and his mother. They could'nei- 
ther of them refrain from weeping 
when they underſtood their fon h 

been demanding alms: the tears like- 
wiſe began to ſwim in Calaf's eyes, 
when he obſerved their tenderneſs; and 
he ſaid to them, Nothing, I confeſs, 
© can be more afflicting to my ſpirit, 
* than to ſee myſelf reduced to beg; 
© nevertheleſs,” when I have no other 
methods of relieving you, I doit will- 
© ingly, how great ſoever the ſhame 
© may be. But,” continues he, the 
© beſt expedient I can think of, will be 
© for you to ſell me for a ſlave, which 
© will ſupply you with money to ſub - 
© fiſt a conſiderable time. What 
© ſays my ſon!' cries Timurtaſch, at 
this propoſal; would you have us live 
© upon the price of your liberty? Ra- 
ther let the hardſhips we ſuffer laſt for 
ever! If one of us three muſt be ſold 
to ſupport the other two, I am the 
perſon; and for your ſakes I ſhould 
willingly bow my neck to ſervitude." 
„Sir, replies Calaf, I have hit up- 
on an expedient. To- morrow morn- 
ing Iwill go and take my ſtation 
amongſt the men who carry burdens: 
it is very reaſonable to expect that I 
may be employed in my turn; and ſo 
we ſhall be able to ſubſiſt upon my 
labour.“ Finally, they agreed to this 
reſolution: the prince, therefore, the fol- 
lowing day, placed himſelf amidſt the 
porters of the horde, and waited to be 
employed in common with others; but 
it happened he had not the good for- 
tune to be employed; inſomuch that the 


A aA a K _ 3a 


aA a = A a _ 3a 


day was now half ſpent, when he had 


earned nothing. This greatly troubled 
him. If I have no better ſucceſs in 
© my buſineſs,” thinks he, © how ſhall 
© I maintain my father and my mo- 
ther 

He had no longer patience to wait 
unprofitably amongſt the porters, ſee- 
ing no one took the leaſt notice of him; 
therefore he left the horde, and paſſed 
on into the country, to have the greater 
freedom of thought, and to reflect in 
quiet upon ſome other means of ſub- 
ſifting. He ſat down under a tree; 
where, after imploring Heaven to com- 
paſſionate his condition, he fell aſleep. 
When he awoke, he ſaw upon a bough 
near him a moſt beautiful hawk: his 
head was adorned with a plume of fea- 
thers of a thouſand different com— 
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and his neck was encompaſſed with a this conjecture wrong; it proved to be 
B chain of gold foliage, enriched with the hawk of Alinguer, Can of Berlas: 
* diamonds, topazes, and rubies. Calaf,. this prince had loſt it the day before 
who was well ſkilled in falconry, pre- in the fields; his falconers ſearched the 
ſented his wriſt, and the bird imme- country round for it with the utmoſt 
diately pitched upon it. This acci- diligence and anxiety, becauſe their 
dent tranſported the Prince of the No- maſter had threatened to puniſh them 
mals, © Who knows, ſays he to him- ſeverely if they returned to the court 
elf, © what this may end in! In all 12 without this bird, which he loved ſo 
E pearance, this bird muſt belong to the paſſionately, | | 
© ſovercign of the horde. Neither was 
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END. OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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